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II is not the endearing ene of 
I Friend, Confident and Comforter, which 
the Marquis de Fratteaux has ſo often and 


Jo affectionately poured forth to me, where- 


by I was induced to write the Hiſtory of 
that moſt unfortunate Gentleman; and 
much leſs was it any Itch of ſetting up for 
an Author, ſenſible of the Inferiority of my 


Talents to ſuch a reſpectable Name : It is 
proper the Truth ſnould be held up to the 
Public, which is ever prejudiced againſt 


the Wretched, and the Stream of whoſe 
' Rancour bore extreamly hard upon the 
Marquis, as an unnatural Monſter, a Man 


me the Britiſh Nobility, Ec. all thoſe Pro- 
ceedings, are Emanations of the nobleſt In- 
tentions, how they were miſled by the 
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wily Sons of Avarice and Malignancy, in 
-the Arreſts of worthy Perſons, as Accom- 
plices of the execrable Breach of the Laws, 
in the Violence done to the Marquis; 
whilſt the Guilty eſcaped their Reſentment. 
Theſe were my Motives, and in the Fxe- 
cCution, I have not called in the Artifices of 


Stile which amplify or extenuate, which 


- divert the Attention of Judgment by ex- 
citing tumultuous Emotions, but have en- 


deavoured to be ſimplex munditiis, and in a 


perſpicuous Diction and , dee, Arrange- 


ment, to exhibit Materials founded on the 


- beſt Authorities, the Informations of Per- 


Tons of Honour at the Court of France, the 
Marquis's own Papers, (making proper A- 
batements, for myſelf) unqueſtionable Ac- 


counts from England, and even from the 


Narratives of declared Enemies of the 
Marquis. CT 


2 v8 — IF * 
2 Far 18 * * 4 
8 R 1 7. EF" 
* K _ x S e CF 
* 3 1 1 1 3 4 3 
* — , * x * 
8 — 2 4 
* 1 * 
& — — 
2 * * q 
= —— U 
> 4 7 2. 
— 
Ta. 


4 1 E — 
pu * 
- 3 * 7 * - 
o r * * 
— ** 5 * 4 £4 OY _- — * 2 2 
\ ha 
- . 
oy - * * — m To $0" * 9 
* 75 a * 1 
- _ — —— 
—— * 4 9 * - 
n * MIL... 
Load r by MN 8 = * 3 © oth 
* 
8 4 — cy * 
- . * 


: 1 
2 
. * 
E 
"Y ö bf) AL, — 1 * * 
= % ; * £ 
5 * 62 — 89 * 1 4 
* * 
5 * ” * 1 
— 1 CRT 0 
- 
* 
a - a” - * 
4 7 
- * - 
* * ? - 
4 L , 
[3 + - * +4 
; . 


Manxauis de FRATTEAUX. 


0 


EW IS Matthew Bertin, Marquis de 
Fratteaux, Knight of the Military 
Order of St. Lewis, and formerly a 
Captain of Horſe, was born in Perigord, 
Mr. John Bertin de St. Geyran, Honorary 
Maſter of the Requeſts, and Councellor of 
the Parliament of Bourdeaux, being his Fa- 


7 Cher, and Mrs, Lucretia de St, Chamant, his 


| B $a Mother, 5 
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9 
Mother, both of Families equally honour- 
able and eſteemed. 


I omit a Detail of the Marquis's Infancy 


and Childhood, thoſe Seaſons of Life ſel- 
dom affording Things worthy the Attention 


of a judicious Reader, and immediately en- 
ter upon thoſe deciſive Times when a Set- 


tlement of Children is to be thought of, 


and when the Tokens of Tenderneſs or 
Averſion which they, in that Reſpect, re- 
ceive from their Parents, are the more ad- 
vantageous or detrimental, as on them the 
Felicity of the whole ſucceeding Life often 


depends. 


Poſſibly the Marquis de PFratteaux is 
the only Man i in the World who has gone 


through the moſt unnatural Sufferings 


from his Family, and particularly from ; 
his Father. 0 


Itis no more chan a plain and i unexagge- 
rated Summary of his Misfortunes, to ſay, 
that he is a Son who has laboured under 
an implacable Perſecution for thirty Years, 


- harraſſed and driven from every Azylum, 


and at length, after being contrary to all 
Humanity, Juſtice, .and the Laws of Na- 


"ons forcibly ne off from a delightful 
. F 


(3) 


Land of Liberty, thrown into one of 

| the moſt ſhocking Priſons of all France; 
„ that he is a Son, againſt whom all the Du- 

=_ ties of Nature and Conſanguinity have 
been broke through ; who never knew any 
Thing of paternal Authority, but by in- 
Jurious Treatment, and who cannot turn 
his Thoughts to the Author of his Life, 
without a painful Senſe, that he has deter- 
minately been the Source of all its Diſtreſs 
and Affliction. | 


Severe as this Charge may ſeem, the firſt 
Proof of it occurs ſo early as in the Mar- 
quis's ſixteenth Year, or indeed before: 
His Father having long framed the execra- 
dle Scheme of depriving the Marquis, an 
obedient, deſerving Son, of his Right of 
Primogeniture, and to transfer to a younger 
Brother a ſpiendid Fortune, he being im- 
menſely rich, of which the greateſt Part had 
been amaſſed by his Addreſs in Law Af- 
tairs. He caſt about for the moſt effectual 
Meaſures for compaſſing his Deſign ; and 
the Misfortune is, that Reſources are ſel- 
dom wanting to a determined Paſſion. 
„ The firſt which offered itſelf, was pe- 
remptorily to oppoſe the Marquis in the 
Choice of his Profeſſion, which his Age 
now required ſhould be thought on; 
| * whereas 
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04) 14 
whereas it is the univerſal Voice of Na- 
ture, that this Deciſion belongs to the 
Parties themſelves, as beſt acquainted with 
their own Genius and Diſpoſition; num 
berleſs Inſtances evidencing that he who 
would have made a ſhining Figure, and 
roſe to diſtinguiſhed Proſperity in that 
State for which he felt himſelf born, by be- 
5 ing forced into any other, falls into Cala- 
8 mity and Diſgrace: Yet this Father, bent 
on the Proſecution of his Scheme, would 
enter the Marquis among the Gentlemen 
of the long Robe, a Profeſſion to which of 
$ all others he was the leaft diſpoſed: His 
erdent Duty to his Prince, and Love to 
: his Country, irreſiſtably inclined him to 
the Army. He reſpectfully made known 
his Diſpoſitions to his Father, who, having 
experienced what rich Harveſts the Law 
yields, flew into a Flame at the Mention * 
of the Army. A great deal of Pains was 
1 taken, to divert the young Marquis from 
IE his generous Purpoſe, but he was not to be 
18 haken: His Perſeverance encreaſed the 
Storm; his Father breaks out into the 
| - "moſt furious Invectives, reproaches him 
with Folly and Obſtinacy, and threatens to 
"| 8 e.ſinherit him, he treated him with Super- 
* ciliouſneſs; he ſtrove to cruſh his Spirit by 
i ie en him; but the Mar- 
8 quis 


"1 
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quis ſtood all theſe Shocks with a PTR 
Steadineſs; till at length, that he might 


9: ha brought to embrace a Way of Life di- 
1 rectly oppoſite to his Inclinations, he was 
(| flatly told, that he muſt expect a Lodging 


| in the Tower of Bourdiel, with Priſon- Diet 
ö cool his Blood. 


What nefarious Crime had this Son 
committed, to be thus proſcribed; to be - 
1 torn, at ſuch an impreſſible Age, from 
11 the Diverſions of Life, and the Enjoy- 
ments of Society; into what culpable 
Step had the Precipitancy of Youth be- 
2 trayed him, that he ſhould be for ever 
"4% dſhut up in the Horrors of ſuch a miſerable 
1 Confinement? Nothing ever appeared; no- 
thing was alledged, but what has already 
been ſaid; the military Service of his 

8 > FIG. unhappily contrary to his Father's 
Will, was his unalterable Choice; this 
was the whole of his Guilt, which together 
with his Right of Elderſhip, drew upon 
fim that unrelenting Reſentment, that 1 ing . 1 


veterate Rancour, of which to this Day he? . Se: 
feels the Purſuits. 1 


*” 


* 6 8 FE 


However a Chick was to be made; and 5 5 Fs 
the Law or a Dungeon were the Alterna- = 
tive; one or othet ſeemed inevitable: 5 
245 B 3 How- 


6 
However the Marquis was determined to 
bear with the one for a while, in Hopes of 
totally diſengaging himſelf from the other; 

and his Courage being accompanied with 
Judgment and Sagacity, he found Means 
to addreſs himſelf firſt, as was very natu- 
ral, to his Relations; and to add a further 
Weight to their Sollicitations, he prevail- 
ed on ſeveral eminent Eccleſiaſtics to be- 
come Interceſſors for him. Among theſe 
were even ſome, who, he had Room to 
think, were his Father's Directors, and 
whoſe Expoſtulations he hoped would bear 
down all Oppoſition; but the Ferment of 
his Paſſions being not yet allayed, and 
having ever been more amorous than de- 


vout, he ſcarce afforded thele reverend | 


Perſonages a decent Hearing. After ſuch 
a general Miſcarriage, there remained 
but one lingle Kees. and to this, it 
was not without ſome Struggles, the no- 
ble minded Marquis could bring himſelf. 
The Wife of one of his Father's Clerks he 
knew to have a great Aſcendancy over 
him, as his favourite Miſtreſs ; the Impor- 
' tance of the Exigency prevailed on him 
to beg her Protection; and in the Height of 
his Concern, he even threw himſelf at her 
Feet, conjuring her with Tears, to reſcue 
him from the afflictive Situation he was 

in; 


(497 


in; and, as ſome of theſe Creatures are 
not totally loſt to all Senſe of Goodnels, 

| ſhe gave him her Promiſe, that nothing 
- ſhould be wanting on her Part; and in- 
deed her Patronage turned to better Ac- 
count than all the Relations, Prieſts, Bi- 
ſhops and Directors. It fortunately hap- 
pened, that the very next Day a Fit of 
Love came upon the Father, if it may not 
rather be termed Fury or Frenzy, haſtily 
ruſhing towards her, and plucking off the 
the Hairs of -his Breaſt, and crammiag 
them all bloody into his Mouth, to chew 
them; ſhocking as the Sight was, our He- 
roine (if it be not a Proſtitution ef the 
Term) was pleaſed with his Ogſtrum, as it 
facilitated the Accompliſhment of her 
Promiſe, roundly giving him to under» 
ſtand, that no Compliance ſhould he meet 
with from her, till he ſolemnly ſwore to 
lay aſide all Thoughts of confining his 
Son, and freely to allow him the Choice of 
his Profeſſion. * My Charmer! I promiſe, 
I ſwear any Thing,” haſtily anſwered the 
Father, it ſhall he done:* And thus the 
once fortunate Fratteaux eſcaped the firſt 

Lempeſt which was diſcharging itſelf on 
him, = 
* 


B 4 Our 
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17 Our Maria Vouth was not Jong i in i 
curing the Freedom he had obtained; 
entering himſelf a Cadet in the Re- 
giment of Nozilles, and after fourteen 
Months Service, was promoted to a Cor- 
'necy in Maine's, otherwiſe St. Simon's; his 
| Behaviour was ſuch, that within three 
| Years, he. ſaw himſelf Captain in St. Jal's 
Horſe, and in this Poſt he continued with 
great Honour ſixteen Years and a half: 
'Thus a few Years. brought about a moſt 
happy Change, for inſtead of the Inſults of 
'a Father, and the Apprehenſions of a per- 
petual Impriſonment, he is in the Centre 
of Splendour and Glory, converſes with 
Perſons of the beſt Families, and beloved 
by all, no leſs for his amiable Manners, 
than military Accompliſhments. I paſs 
over the Detail of his gallant Actions; 
they are well known to all the Gentlemen 
of the Army.of any ſtanding. I appeal, 
particularly to thoſe diſtinguiſhed Officers, 
«who honoured him with their Familiarity 
and Confidence, during the whole Lime 
he was in the Service, as the Marſhals 
- Noailles, Belleifle, Clermont Tonnerre, Melſ-- 
_ * fieurs-#e Segur, de St. Cernin, de St. Jal, 
8 gale” de St. Simon; beſides the Marquis's Equals; 
—S either, they countenanced an inſignificant 


2 
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Perſon, or were no Judges of real Merit, 
a Suppoſition which their Characters loud- 
ly contradict ; further, I appeal to M. 
d' Argenſon, the Miniſter of State, who 
though now {a ſtrange Inſtance of the Im- 
perfection of human Wildom and Virtue) 
become his Enemy, will be pleafed to 
call to mind, that it was at his Recom- 
mendation, and a Recommendation ac- 
companied with the higheſt Encomiums, 

that his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty confirmed 
on the Marquis the Order of St. Lewis, 
with a Penſion, as a particular Reward for 
his important Services in ſeveral Battles; 
let him further condeſcend to remember, 
that ſo lately as in the Beginning of Ja- 
nuary 1749, the Courage, Virtue, and 
Generoſity of the Marquis de Fratteaum 
were his frequent Topic, and that on all 
Occaſions, he mentioned this faithful Ser- 
vant of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, with 
ſuch Admiration and Earneſtneſs, that en- 
tirely removed, in moſt of the Hearers, 
all the contrary Prejudices which had been 
inſinuated into them. The Goodneſs of 
M. de Puiſieux, at this Time, likewiſe in 
the Miniſtry, had been ſurpriſed even into 
a Deteſtation of the Marquis, but it was 
not long before his Diſcernment recovered 
itſelf, io that he thought it incumbent 


Kor upon 


- (02 

upon him to declare to M. A Argen/en, that 
it was contrary to all Probability, that ſo 
- worthy a Subject, one for whom the moſt 
illuſtrious military Perſonages would be 


reſponſible, ſhould conceive any Deſign by 


Poiſon or Violence againſt his Father; for 
| theſe were the two chief Heads of the Accu- 


fation, which this unnatural Man had de- 


viſed againſt him; this is no more than 
what is confirmed by the following Letter 
of the 2oth of January, 1750, to the Count 
de Mar/illac, copied from the Original. 


© T have been two Hours in private with 
the Abbe de la Ville, chief Secretary 
for foreign Affairs, and through whole 
Hands muſt paſs all foreign Letters 


has raiſed in the Minds of the Court a- 


me into ſome Particulars of Moment, 
having it now from ſure Hands, that 
M. de Puifieux had talked the Matter over 
with M. & Argenſon, whom I had mentioned 
to the Abbe de la Ville, with great Com- 
mendations of the Marquis, as an excel- 


. K W Frcs 


* ſuaſion, that Bertin de Fratteaux, of whoſe 


Pro-; * 


which he pleaſes; he can by no Means 
come into the Prejudice which the Father 


gainſt his Son: This Converſation has let 


lent Officer, and one of whoſe Behaviour 
in all Reſpects he had the beſt Accounts 


* fo that it is now M. de Puiſicux s firm Per- 


| * 1 


„ 1 
Probity and Honour, I ſpoke to him 
in the moſt advantageous Terms, is not 
ſuſceptible of any Baſeneſs, much leſs of 
poiſoning or murdering, and that his own 
Father : But there remains a Difficulty, 
which can be removed only by Fratteaux 
£ himſelf, which is a Notion, too-ſucceſsful- 
ly given out by his Father, that he is out 
© of his Mind, and this is now made the 
great Pretence againſt him, Sc.? 


K a M «a 


Should I produce all the Letters, not 
only clearing the Marquis from ſuch a 
horrid Imputation, but which ſpeak both 
of his ſocial and military Qualities, in 
Terms of the higheſt Complacency and 
Admiration, there would be no End ; the 
above plainly diſcovers the Charge to be 
no more than a Contrivance to ruin him! 
Beſides, where are the Proofs which the 
Law requires? the Want of theſe manifeſts 
the Falſity of the Charge, betrays it to 
be wickedly and groundleſsly calculated to 
expoſe the-Marquis to the Horror of all 
good Men, and deprive him of that opu- 
lent Fortune, to which his Primogeniture 
intitles him, with the Mortification of 
ſeeing his younger Brother, the Tool of his 
_ Father's Barbarity, figuring with his Pro 
perty: But, though violently brought away 

- 5 e from 
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From England, to a Priſon in France, it 
Teems in the Order of Providence, that 
ſuch a Scheme ſhall not take Place; his 
Fidelity and Prudence in ſtriking out 
Means for his Juſtification, his Caution 
in deſiring to be excuſed from returnin 
ſeveral Letters which his Father r 
the worthy Council to whom he ſtated 
the Caſe, being of Opinion, that an Ex- 
heredation was impracticable, whilſt he 
had them in his Hands; thoſe Things it 
is to be hoped, will ſhelter him from the 
Injuries he might receive by Wills or any 
ſuch Inſtruments made under his preſent 
Confinement; and the whole Army par- 
ticularly will Join in a Wiſh, that when 
the Father is ſummoned to the unerring 


tion are at an End, the Marquis will riſe 
from - his Obſcurity, into Poſſeſſion of 
his Patrimony, and by his liberal- Uſe of 
it, expiate in ſome Meaſure the Means by 
1 er it was accumulated. 


Before 1 proceed, it will be proper to 
recur to ſome Facts which paſſed before 


and previouſly to theſe, I cannot forbear 
ſome further Obſervations on the frequent 
. with which he was honoured . 
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Tribunal, where all Artifice and Corrup- 


the vile Procedure' I have been relating; 5 
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from the mellifluous Mouth of M. d Ar- 
genſon: This Miniſter, then the warm 
Patron of every Kind of Merit, made it 
even a Point of Duty, particularly to ac- 
quaint the King, what an excellent Officer 
he had in the Perſon of the Marquis de 
Fratteaux, that he was poſſeſſed of a Spirit 
and Genius equal to any Thing, of both 
which he had given very eſſential Proofs 
in the Courſe of the Wars ; that it was 
he who projected the levying a Body of 
intrepid Volunteers, at no greater Charge 
than the Rabble of the Graſſius and la Mor- 
here, and that he had been one main In- 
ſtrument of its being effected within ſo 
ſhort a Space, and in a Manner which 
anſwered the Intention of it; that his Con- 
duct at the Poſt of Oftizlia, ſhewed him 
equal to a more extenſive Command, and 
that his ſuperior Merit was fo univerſally 
acknowledged, that his Preferment would 
not * Umbrage to any; but, now, ſad 
Reverſe ! all theſe Things lie neglected 
or forgotten, Calumny has got the better 
of ſuch a brilliant Merit, and obliterated 
in the Minds of the Miniſtry, all thoſe 
Talents, Virtues, and Services, which they 
once thought could not be ſufficiently 
countenanced; and this at a Time when 
the Perſon ſtands in the extremeſt Need 


of 


Ln RS...” | 
of their Support. The Ruin of the Mar- 
quis de Fratteaux is determined, and the 
Scheme for bringing it about, planned 
with wicked Subtilty; yet the Sum of his 


Guilt, lies in being the eldeſt Son; a Ceſ- 


ſion of this Right would clear up every 


; 'T hing, and his Innocence would then be q 
acknowledged bright as the Noon- day; but 


this were purchaſing Reconcilement at too 
high a Price; it would be even mean and 
culpable to relinquiſh the Rights which 


were held from Nature: If to arrogate 


to ourſelves a Rank which does not be- 
long to us be Injuſtice, totally to recede 
from a Superiority in which our Birth, the 
_ Diſpoſition of Providence, places us, is 
Abjection, if not Ingratitude to Heaven; 


no Attempt ſhould be made to ſupplant 


any Individual from his natural Station; 


" theſe are the Dictates of unadulterated 


Reaſon, and to countenance them is ' a 
Treſpaſs againſt human Society in general 
but of this the Marquis has ſuch a ſtrong 
Conviction, that neither Diſtreſs, Impriſon- 
ment, nor the Menaces of Death can ſtag- 
ger his Magnanimity ; he bears up againſt 
every Calamity, confident that if God be. 
for him, none can hurt him, but all will 


be brought to a happy Iſſue, I now come 


to 
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to a ſecond 1e of the Father's Impla- 


cability, which will appear not beneath 
Notice. 


A Gee of the Order of Malta, 


and conſequently a Perſon who may be 


concluded to be a Gentleman, and not 
without Appearance of Merit, had ſeve- 
ral Times taken upon him to talk of 
our Marquis's Father, as one of the vileſt 
Scoundrels upon the Earth; the Marquis, 
in 1733, happening to be upon the Spot, 


and being by ſome officious People in- 


formed of theſe Indecencies, he waited on 
the Commander, to come to an Under- 
ſtanding with him; but the haughty Mal- 
teſe took offence at his Expoſtulations, 
though accompanied with no Roughneſs 
or Scurrility, which occaſioned a farther 


Procedure, in which the Marquis came off 


with that Honour which belonged to the 
Juſtice of his Cauſe. What did the un- 
grateful Wretch of a Father do, in Return 
to ſuch a hazardous Step? Will it be be- 
lieved? Judging the Tranſgreſſion to be a 

lucky Opportunity for ſatisfying his Ha- 


tred, he draws in the Sieur Aubert de 


Tourni, then Intendant of Limouſin, where 
the Affair happened, and now of Gipenne; 
and they two, together with the Com- 
mander, who out of a vindictive 29 
a 


| 


(2169) 


[ had made the firſt Advances of a Recon- 
ciliation with the Father, framing a falſe 


Repreſentation of the Matter to M. Chau- 


velin, obtained a Lettre de Cachet, by Vir- 
tue of which the Marquis was carried 


to the Caſtle of Angouleſme. III Tempers 
are ſometimes melted into Goodneſs, by 
extraordinary Marks of Regard, and many 
Readers, from their own Sentiments would 
immediately think the Marquis's Zeal had 


appeaſed the Father: What a ſtrange Re- 


quital is this ? What would the Father 
have done, had he put up ſuch an Affront? 
unhappy for themſelves and for the World, 
that there are Men of ſuch deformed Minds, 
that the pureſt Virtues are offenſive to 
them; and ſuch a one, and ſuperlatively 
ſo, was this Father. + 

The Marquis being thus confined; no- 
thing was omitted to render him odious to 
the Count de Raymond, Governor of the 
Caſtle of Angouleſme; he received Letters 
upon Letters, and theſe ſometimes flow- 
ing in ſeductive Repreſentations, and ſome- 


times breaking out intopathetic Complaints, 


and by ſuch Artifices, and the unhappy 
Power of Intereſt, the Marquis's Detention 
was prolonged ; though the Lettre de Caches 
enjoined only three Months Confinement, 

& | and 
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and the moſt ſolemn Promiſes had paſſed 
for his Releaſe at the Expiration of that 
Term; and in the Preſence of M. du /7vier, 
Major of the Hundred Switzers, || there was 
no ſwimming againſt the Stream, and he 
was harſhly given to underſtand, that a 
longer Impriſonment was fitteſt for him; 
God knows when would have been the End 
of it, had he not fortunately been adviſed 
to lay his Caſe before M. de Chauvelin, 
Keeper of the Seals; he did ſo, the Lettre 
de Cachet was repealed, and the Marquis 
of Courſe breathed in freſh Air; being at 
that Time Captain, he without Delay re- 
paired to his Regiment then in Winter 
Quarters at Bretagne. Here he again ap- 
peared to be in a happy Situation, welcome 
to all the People of Rank in the Town, a 
genteel Income, no Incumbrances of any 
Kind, Maſter of every Hour of his Time, 
except the few for military Duty; but here 
he was no ſooner ſettled, when Fortune by 
way of Document of what he muſt hereafter 
grapple with, hurried him from tranquil V/ an- 
nes to buſtling Paris. His Father, though 
thorough-paced in the Law, had run him- 
ſelf into Suits, that he found himſelf at 
the Eve of utter Ruin; in this Plunge he 
2 £7; ail 


15 +. A Band of Men belonging to the French Court, 
like che Yeomen of the Guard in England, / e 


(18) 
has Recourſe to his darling Son, now Ab- 
be Bertin, lays open his Embarraiſments to 
him, and with a Puſillanimity, as unbe- 
coming his natural Dignity as his Cruelty _ 
to the Marquis, begs that he would exert 
himſelf in his Behalf ; the Abbe pleads, 
that he has an important Theſis to main- 
tain, which leaves him no Thoughts tor 
any Thing elſe; he ' farther renews his 
Entreaties, upon which the Abbe, to get 
rid of ſuch Teazings, and ſhift the Bur- 
then upon his Brother, has the Confidence 
to write to him! How ſmooth, ingenious 
and blandiſhing is the Pen, when Intereſt. 
guides it! a more delicate affecting Letter” 
could not be than that which the wily Ec- 
cleſiaſtic wrote to the candid Warriour. In- 
tereſt, Honour, and Religion, every Mo- 
tive is urged to induce the Marquis to ha- 
* ſten and ſupport the ſinking Family, by 
taking the Father's deſperate Affairs in 1 
| Hand. This Rhetoric might have been 1 
$ ſpared, the Marquis on ſuch an Occaſion, . 
ſtood in no Need of the Powers of Rhetoric * 
to rouze him; naturally gentle, and be- 1 
nevolent, and attached to the Precepts of 1 
the Goſpel, he overcomes Evil with Good, i 


all his Sufferings never excited any vindic- 1 
tive Movement in him; and now the View 98 
of a Father, Mother, Brothers and Siſters, 

with 


(19 


with Calamity, ſtaring them in the Face, 
urges his Departure; he obtains Leave, 
and flies to appear the Defender of a Fami- 
ly, for whom after ſuch unnatural Wrongs, 

| he ſtill retains an affectionate Regard, 


Thus he arrives at Paris; his Expedi- 


tion declared the Ardour and Firmneſs 
with which he would eſpouſe the Cauſe 


on which he came ; he forthwith enters 


upon this intereſting Procedure, confers 


with Meſſieurs de St. Aubin, and Tourni de 
la Critiniere, as Council, and M. Fournier, 


the Attorney; they all deliver it as their 


Opinion, that as far as they could ſee into 
the ſeveral Points, ſome of which indeed 
were intricate, twas but a Cloud, which 
proper Meaſures might diſſipate. Upon 
overhalling his Father's Papers, he is a- 
mazed to find ſuch Irregularity and Confu- 
ſion in them; his Brother the Churchman 
having been always deep in his Father's 


Confidence, the Marquis expects ſome 
Light from him; but all his Anſwer was, 


thet every Thing was left to his Manage- 
mant, to take what Courſe he thought beſt: 
Here the Parricide, the Madman, the A- 
theiſt, is now the Hopes of the Family and 
the Arbiter of their moſt valuable Inte- 
reſts: What a change of Sentiments On 
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this Emergency their Eyes are open to his 
Capacity and Vertue; a very formidable E- 
mergency, no leſs than fourteen Proceſſes 
hanging over their Heads, of which each, 
had their Adverſaries followed the Inſliga- 
tions of their Council, muſt have gone 
near to ruin them. To unravel ſuch Confu- 
ſion, to bring Light out of ſuch a diſmal 
Chaos, to ſtate Equity in ſuch clear Con- 
viction, that oppoſite Intereſts ſhould vo- 
luntarily cloſe with it, required a Temper 
and Addreſs like that of the Marquis; and 
accordingly, during an Application of fix 

Months, the Marquis drew up ſeveral 
Memoirs, which put a Period to all Con- 
teſts, and in 1734, an Act was executed to 
the great Advantage of his Family in Pre- 
ſence of the Notaries of Paris. | 


Thus we ſee a Family 904 by him, 
whoſe Ruin they had plotted; he having 
been the Agent of the Reconcilement ; 
ſurely it is to him they owe their preſent 
Affluence, as one of its Conſequences: 


Matters being thus compoled, and wit 
Father's Agony over, his intriguing Diſ- 
poſition and Love of the Town return upon 
him; he leaves Perigord, and makes his 
Appearance at Paris. As for the Marquis 

© 


4 
* 1 joined his Regiment then at Mau- 
beuge, where he was received with open 


Arms and Congratulations by his Brother 
Officers, and he himſelf expected that a 
- Succeſs of ſuch Importance had given a 
Turn in his Favour to the Hearts of all 


the Parties benefited by it ; but he ſoon 
experienced that the Father had no Thoughts 
of dropping his former Projects; a tempo- 


rary Intermiſſion, a diſſembled Concern 
was all the Marquis's decifive Zeal had 
_ procured him. Inſults and Cruelties were 


renewed, and with fuch Rancour, as if 
the moſt endearing Marks of filial Reſpect 
had only more inflamed his Father's Ha- 
tred. I ſhall produce Inſtances unbecom- 
ing and harſh, even under ſome Failure of 
Duty, but which, after ſuch Services, af- 
ter totally retrieving all the Poſſeſſions of 
a Family, mult to every humane Reader, 


8 appear deteſtable. | = 


In a Letter 3 this grateſul Father 
ſent him to Bourges, whither he had gone 
from Maubeuge, are theſe Expreſſions: J 
abhor you,---the very Mention of you, turns 


my Blood; with others of the like kind 
| Ne ; but which the Marquis anſwered 
with ſuch a reſpectful Concern, that upon 


ſhewing both Letters to his Intimates, 
lome at the Contraſt could hardly forbear 
„ Fears 


( 22 ) 
Tears, and others Imprecations. Bein 
_ obliged to take Paris in his Way to the 
Regiment, that he might ſhow himſelf to 
his Court-Patrons. He went and threw 
himſelf at his Father's Feet, who ſcarce 
bid him riſe; and all he ſaid the next Morn- 
ing, was, Away immediately for Ver ſailles, 
and ſee Mr. Pecquet ; there's ſomething for 
you to read by the Way, giving him a 
ſealed Note. The Marquis was no ſooner 
out of the City Gates, than he haſtily open- 
ed the Letter; and what was it, but a de- 
liberate Anſwer to one from himſelf, over- 
flowing with Submiſſion and Tenderneſs ; 
but ſuch an Anſwer, as ſet him a trembling, 
who was all Calmneſs and Alacrity amidit 
the Horrors of a Battle. 


There is no deſcribing the Amaſement 
the Perturbation into which this unexpect- 
ed Thunder-clap threw the Marquis; he 
continued for a while without Motion, loſt 
in a Tumult of painful Agitations : Is this 
the Requital of my Labour, if I did bur 
my Duty, the Performance of my Duty 
ſhould not go without ſome Acknowledge- 
ment ; Providence has made me the De- 
liverer of my Family, and my Father can 
cooly treat me with fuch Contumely : Is 
this a natural Anſwer to a Letter, which I 

| | hope 
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kopd breathed nothing but Reſpect and 


Tenderneſs. Forgive me Heaven, if I 
could wiſh to have fallen in War, rather 
than live to ſee myſelf the Butt of a Fa- 
ther's unrelenting Hatred. But are the 
Words really ſo: Yes, and the more at- 
tentively I look upon them, the more my 
Torture increaſes; is my Ruin thus fixed- 


ty determined; tell me, Father, what have 


I done to deſerve it. I may in the Con- 


ſciouſneſs of my Zeal ſay, what have I not 


done to deſerve your Affection, yet how 
do I pity you, to retain ſuch Paſſions as 
are the 'Abhorrence of Heaven ! What a 
foul Nature does Man carry about him 
But Reproaches don't become me. 


Under the Violence of his Anguiſh it 
was ſuggeſted to him, that he could ex- 
pect nothing but to be perpetually toſſed 


on a Sea of Milery, than which to the 


Man of Spirit Death was far more eligi- 
ble; but here he was a happy Inſtance of 
the Power of Religion, which ſupports the 
Soul in a decent Behaviour, under the 


moſt diſagreeable Events. On his arri- 


ving at Verſailles, he waits on Mr. Pecquet, 


to whom he alſo ſhows his Father's Note, 
together with his Anſwer to it, which he 


deſired him to convey to his Father; and 
| now . 
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now apprehending a ſecond Attempt upon 
his Liberty, he returned to his Regi- 


ment. 


Being thus out of the Reach of his Per- 


1 eee his own happy Lemper, toge- 


ther with the Duties of his Poſt, effa- 
ced all Ideas of the unworthy Treatment 
he had met with; he made alſo the ſe- 
vere Campaigns in Bobemia, with a Gal- 
lantry and Chearfulneſs, as if not ſo much 
as a ſingle Cloud had paſſed over his Life; 
but it was not long before his Father gave 
him freſh Diſturbances, which brought all 
his former excruciating Ideas upon him. 
The Marquis received a Letter from Mr. 
Segozac in the Name of Mr. Bertin, the 
Father requiring every Letter, which he 
had writ to the Marquis, and under the 
Penalty of never ſeeing him again, if he 
made the - leaſt Heſitation at it. The 
Marquis who ſaw into the Motives of this 
Demand, returned a moſt reſpectful An- 
ſwer of which. this was Part: Since 10 diſiu- 
herit me is determined on, theſe Letters ou 
be no Obſtruction to it: AF as you pleaſe. I 
_ remit all my Concerns into the Hands of Pro- 
vidence. [ll ſend you all I can find, &c, 
He actually did >, but after depoſiting ' 
Copies with a Proteſt in the Hands of the 
| er of the Town: This was the 
£ pru- 
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prudent Advice of a Counſellor, who aſ- 
ſured him, that the Copies thus formally 
lodged, and ſealed in the proper Office, 
would be an unſurmountable Bar againſt 
any Diſinheritance, eſpecially being corro- 
borated by Proofs of many Acts of In- 
Juſtice, and an inveterate Prejudice which 


his Father had maniteſted in the Eyes of 
all the World. | 


After this Compliance, aqui Affairs 

drew the Marquis again into Perigerd, 
where he thought it both decent and ad- 
viſable to avoid his Father; but acciden- 
tally meeting at Boudeille, what Reception 
did he meet with from him, who, without 
his Interpoſition, inſtead of making the 
Appearance of a Gentleman, would have 
been in a Goal, he flew at him with 


Looks frightfully expreſſive of his vene- 


mous Heart, and by ſome Motions ſeem'd 
as if he deſign n'd to ſtab him; but the Son, 
whole Preſence of Mind never forſook 
him, drew back, ſaying, Sir, what do you 
intend to do, for God's Sake forbear, do you 
deſign to murder me? And his Father {till 
advancing upon him; F yeu don't defift, 
r, £ ſhall immediately call out for Help; 
and conſider, I entreat you, the Conſe- 
BE 7 quences 
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4 quences of your being thus expo fed, once 
* * God's Sake put up. 


How ingenious is the Heart of Man 
to throw itſelf into all Shapes; the Fa- 
ther's Rage ſeems at once to ſubſide, he 
put on the Calmneſs of Hypocriſy, mildly 
comes up to his Son, aſks him Pardon, 
embraces . and takes his Leave of him 
in theſe Words; Heaven bleſs thee, my 
dear Son, thou art the Preſerver of the 
Family, this was only meant to try thee, 
but ſhortly depend upon it, I'll make 
thee amends for all. But after ſo many 
Years, Nothing is ſeen of this Amends; 
many ſubſequent Injuries, and eſpecially 
that capital one of carrying off the Mar- 

uis otit of England, are notorious Proofs 
of the Father's Exactneſs in making good 
his Promiſes; this will be to him an in- 
deliable Blot, but the Luſtre of Reputation 
never had any Charms in his Eyes. 


After this ſingular Adventure, the Mar- 
quis little confiding in ſuch a ſudden Turn, 
thought Perigord to be no Place for him, 
and haſtened to his Regiment, before his 
Furlough was expired; chere he continued 
till he was brought ſo low by Fatigues 

and Wounds, that the Phyſicians declared, 
- = mt 
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that if he remained in the Service, he 
would never be capable of doing Campaign- 


Duty, and upon which he ſolicited M. 
d' Argenſon for his Diſcharge; every Thing 


made for the Marquis, the Certificates 
of Phyſicians and General Officers, the 
hot Service of the late Campaigns, his 
having been taken Priſoner of War in. 
Bohemia, and a St. Lewis's Croſs conferred _ 
on him, at a diſtinguiſhing Juncture; 
theſe were Pleas, which ſuch an equitable 
Miniſter could not hold out againſt; and 
the Marquis obtained his Requeſt. 


It is well known that a Military, as 
ſuch, is his own Man, and that the' royal 
Permiſſion was a ſufficient Warrant for 
the Marquis to quit the Service, and re- 


fide at Paris; yet in his unlimited filial 


Obedience, as if he courted Injuries, he 
ſignified his Deſign to his Father, and 
begged his Conſent : This Work of Su- 


pererogation, if ever there was one, had 


however the. Anſwer he deſired, and this 


Time his Father complied with his Wiſh 


of ſettling at Paris; but it occurring to 
him upon ſecond Thoughts, that this 


would - traverſe his Projects, no ſooner 


was. the Marquis warm in the Capital, 
than a Letter came to him from his Fa. 
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Remonſtrances of ſuch Perſons have all 


( 28 ) | 
ther; his Heart miſgave him that there 
was little Good in- it, and accordingly he 
found it contained an Order revoking his 
- Father's former Leave of reſiding in Town, 
and requiring him without Delay to repair 
to Perigueux; he immediately tell to ſet- 
ling his Affairs, and purſuant to- a Com- 
mand both unexpected and diſagreeable, 
leaves all the Delights of Paris, and ar- 
rives at Perigueux, in December, 1 7473 
Submiſſion, which, we ſhall find, Lo 
him dear. 


/ 

It was not many Day s after the Mar- 
quis de Fratteaux had hs with his Father, 
that the lamer went about ſpringing the 
Mine which he had been contriving ; he 
brought againſt him a Charge of Poiſon, 
but a Stop was put to the . by 
Means of Meſſrs. de Laulanie de Lomban!t, 
\ Counſellor, and Arnaud Goard, Vicar of 
Perigueux, to whom he had imparted his 
Defign, as well grounded ; but theſe two 
Perſons, whoſe Piety is equal to their 
Talents, immediately exhorted him againſt 
any farther Proceedings, and inſiſted that 
Things of ſuch an atrocious Nature, 
ſhould be buried in eternal Oblivion. The 
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the Force of Commands, and his Prudence 
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ſo far got the better of his infernal Ran- 
cCour, that he promiſed all they defired ; 

and thus ended a Project hatched , to de- 

L prive the Marquis of his Lite, in the moſt 
ignominious Manner; the Reputation of 
the Family was not to come in Competi- 
tion with his Malice, but this inhuman Fa- 
ther, though his Scheme had milcarried 
by his Indiſcretion, as he thought it, of 
letting theſe Gentlemen into the Secret, 
he ſtill retained the ſame Temper, and it 
was not long before an Opportunity fell out, 
which ſeemed to favour it, and which he 
was not wanting to lay hold of, in a Man- 
ner that has few Precedents. 3 


The Marquis was ſeized with a violent 
Fever, and the Bark being called in, the 
Father told the Apothecary, that he would 
himſelf adminiſter it to his Son: but in- 
ſtead of this efficacious Medicament, he 
himſelf with his own Hands, Horreſco re- 
ferens, gave him a Poiſon, under the Pre- 
tence of an Opiate, and when he ſaw the 
Doſe taken, which he imagined fatal, he 
withdrew, concluding that the grand Af- 
fair after ſo many Miſcarriages was ac- 
compliſhed. The Poiſon was not long in 
declaring itſelf; the Marquis finding Con- 
vulſions coming upon him, rang his Belt; 
. his 
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his Servant coming in, and finding him in 
an Sone Condition, ran to the Apothe- 


cary, who ſuſpecting ſome foul Play by the 


Symptoms, brought an Antidote with him, 
Which he and the Servant found Means to 


make the Marquis take, and which in a 


few Minutes, had a very happy Effect. 


This Quinquina Plot being thus defeated, 
and the Marquis now gradually recovering, 
for the Confirmation of his Health, 
retired to his Seat of du Vivans ; here he 


enjoyed himſelf in tolerable Eaſe and 
| Tranquillity, when Mr. de Laulanie pro- 


poſed to Mr. Bertin, the Father, to make 
over to the Marquis the Eſtate of Fratteaux, 
which brings in about 1400 Livres a Year. 


But this deſerves ſome Explication. 


1 Mr. Bertin the Father, uſually employ- 
ed Mr. de Laulanie in his Law Affairs, and 
of Courſe repoſed no little Confidence in 


him: He even conſulted him on the Me- 
thod to be taken for ſetting aſide the Mar- 


quis's Right of Inheritance; the Counſel- 


lor, who was not ignorant of the unjuſt 


Hatred which his Client bore to the Mar- 


quis, nor of the Perſecutions which the 
latter had undergone, with a Virtue which 
it were to be wiſhed were more general 


Eil | | among 
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among his Profeſſion, in order to reſtore 
the Tranquillity of all Parties, and to 
BB place a worthy Man in Poſſeſſion of his 
Right, he moved Mr. Bertin the Father, 
do give the Marquis the Eſtate of Frat- 
teaux, together with the full Freedom and 
Enjoyment of all he was entitled to, by | 
the Will of Madam de la Capelle; but it * 
muſt be believed, that this Grant to make: 
it go down with the old Gentleman, was 
to be clogged with a Clauſe, that the Mar- 
quis ſhould renounce all Claims and De- 
mands ariſing from Elderſhip. The Sicur- 
Bertin came into Mr. de Laulame's Expe- 
dient, or rather it ſeemed to him adapted 
to what had long been uppermoſt in his 
Mind; for he immediately ſent the Mar- 
quis Word to attend him on Affairs of 
Conſequence; when to his great Surpriſe 
his Father ſpoke to him in this Manner, 
T fent for you to make all Things eaſy to you 
as I promiſed ;, go to Fratteaux the Eftate 
and Houſe, every Thing is your own, to- 
gether with what was left you by Mr. and 
Madame de la Capelle. As to the latter, 
there was no Manner of Difficulty, it abſo- 
lutely belonging to the Marquis, no other 
Claimant appearing, ſo that he did not 
think much of being put in Poſſeſſion cf 
them, but that the Eſtate of Fratteaux 
C's ſhould 
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ſhould be thus voluntarily offered to him 
ſeemed ſomething ſuſpicious; he ſoon grew 
aware, that this was only a Bait which 
was not to be ſwallowed without let- 

go his Flderſhip ; or that by his Re- 
fulal, a fairer Handle might be given tor 
perpetrating the Machinations againſt 
him. However, he feigns himſelf void 
of all Suſpicion, goes away to Fratteaux, 
examines all the Apartments and Furni- 
ture, and other Effects, but finds them 
very far ſhort of what was neceflary ; 
of which, at his Return, he acquaints 
his Father ; intimating to him, that his 
Seat at Vivans is much better furniſhed, 
concluding with an earneſt Deſire, that he 
might be allowed to continue at du Vivans, 
where he was happy in a moſt engaging 
Set of Acquaintance : This was the very 
Thing, to which old Bertiz wanted to bring 
him: He affects to be provoked by his 
Anſwer, as proud and ungrateful, and 
bids him immediately to be gone out of 
his Sight, with Orders, according to him, 
never to ſee his Face again. I ſay, accord- 
ing to him, for the Marquis heard only 
theſe Words, Well, be gone thither then, but 
the Father will have it that he added, and 
ne ver let me FI YOu Re” 


The 
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The Marquis 1 drove to his 
Favourite du Vivans, where his Friends 
- flocked about him, to know the Cauſe and 
Iſſue of ſuch a ſudden Journey, whilſt his 
Father was chewing the Cud of Malice. 
Reſtleſs to compaſs his Deſigns, he ap- 
plied to the Chevalier Daidie, and prevail- 
ed on him to go to du Vivans to the Mar- 
quis, with a Propoſal of his relinquiſhing 
his Claim of e and to engage 
him to come to him. 


The Chevalier Daidie, from a juſt Per- 
ſuaſion of the high Eſteem which os Mar- 
quis had for him, made no Difficulty to 
go to Vivans; from talking on indifferent 
| Matters, he inſenſibly drew the Marquis 
to the Point concerted betwixt him and 
the Father, and went fo far as to perſuade 
him to part with his Right in Favour. of 
the Sieur Bertin de Belliſie his younger 
Brother, Maſter of Requeſts, and Inten- 
dant of Rouſſillun; adding, that the Fami- 
ly muſt ſettle a Penſion upon him in 
Lieu. The Marquis, though ſtunned at 
ſuch a Motion from the Chevalier, re- 
plied with his uſual Serenity: It is à Su- 
periority which I bold from Nature; as F 
hope I. foall never abuſe it, ſo never will J 

G's * 
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depart from it. At laſt, after an Alterca- 
tion genteelly managed on both Sides, the 
Sieur Daidie concluded his Legation in 
this Manner, Well, Sir, as your Friend, I 
muſt tell you, that it is generally reported, 
that you dare no longer ſhew yourſelf to 8 
Fatber; ſo that to filence all ſuch Surmiſes, I 
think it highly becomes you, nay, that you are 
indiſpenſably obliged to go and pay bim a 
Vift. This the Marquis promiſed he 


would do, though the very Thoughts of 
an Interview with a F ather, whoſe mur- 


derous Deſigns he had ſo narrowly eſcap- 
ed, could not but be ſhocking to Nature; 


but tempering Reſolution with Prudence, 


he waited upon the Biſhop of Perigueurx, 
to conſult with him on the beſt Manner 
of keeping his Word. The good Prelate 
applauded his Facility, and did. him the 
Honour to carry him to his Seat at Cha- 
teau I Eveque, in Hopes of being himſelf 
a Witneſs of the Interview ; but this 
proving impracticable, the Marquis was 
obliged to go in the Evening to Bourdeille, 
where in a Garden before Madame du Vi- 
vier, and Madam de Cubjac, the Father 


taking him aſide, ſpoke to him in this 
Manner: I thought ] had ſufficiently given 


you to underſtand, that you was never to 
as me dead or alive. Sir, anſwered the 
Mar- 
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Marquis, it was not ſo I took it. Well, 


replied the Father, /o you muſt take it; 
\ ſuch is my Pleaſure, and I would have you 
10 know, that though you have faced Ca- 
nons, I am ready to exchange a Piſtol Ball 


with you. Bleſs me, Sir, ſaid the Marquis, 


is it poſſible, ſuch a Thought can come into 


pour Mind. Yes, returned the Father, and 


be aſſured, that I am ſtill able to cruſh you: 
Avoid me, and I'll avoid you. But as a 
warm Vivacity, always blunts out what 
Deſign would conceal, he added; And 
depend upon it, I'll fit upon your Skirts. 
A Proceedure which has ſomething at 
once ſo horrid, and ridiculous, that no 
Accounts of the wickedeſt People can 
match it. 547 5 


Can the Narrative of the moſt ſavage 
Nations afford a Parallel to ſuch ridicu- 
lous Cruelty; and it was not long before 
he made good his Menaces: However, 
the Marquis kept his Temper, and ſup- 
ped with his two Siſters, who ſeemed 
to commend his Reſignation; their Fa- 
ther afterwards gave them an exaggerated 
Account not only of his Converſation with 
the Marquis, but alſo that betwixt the 
latter and the Chevalier, who like a faith- 
ful Envoy, had made an exact Report of 
SIO e his 
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his Negotiation. Both of theſe Ladies 
were outwardly full of the moſt tender 
Lamentations, but heartily glad in Expec- 
tation, that this Diviſion might be ſome 
Wouland Livres in their Way. 


The Marquis ſtaid but a little while 
after Supper, and waited on the Biſhop, 
to whom, and to the Sieur de Lolliere, 
Mr. and Madame de la Douze, and the 
Count de St. Aftier, he punctually related 
every Particular that had paſſed ; they 
unanimouſly adviſed him to ſtay away till 
he was ſent for under Articles of better 
Treatment, and -to forget all domeſtick 3 
Troubles in the charming Neighbourhood j i 
of du Vivans. In theſe Circumſtances te 
Farmer of Fratteaux, comes to Beurdeille, 
to aſk Mr. Bertin, his F ather, whether 

my Lord, his Son, is to receive the firſt 
of the Revenue of Fratteaux. © As you'll 
< anſwer it at your Peril, replied he; he 
has lived upon me al} this Winter; that 
* I detain, to make myſelf amends.“ 


The Marquis was diſtributing ba Time 
in a Praiſe-worthy Manner, betwixt his 
perſonal Affairs, the Relief of the Indi- 
gent, and a diſcreet Sociableneſs, when 
he relapſed into a F ever, which was not 
without 


(37 


without Danger, ſo that by the Advice 
of Phyſicians, he removed to the Manſion- 


houſe of Fratteaux, but not without Ap- 


prehenſion : The Quinguina, and the vio- 
lent Inſult from his Father at Bourdeille, 
together with his late Threats, all con- 
curred to raiſe in him a Terror, not panic 
or abject, but ſuch a Terror as Moraliſts 
allow to be rational, and compatible with 
true Fortitude. In this fluctuating State 
of Mind, he bethought himſelf of having 
recourſe to the Friendſhip with which the 
Count de Noailles had formerly honoured 
him in a Letter, giving a juſt Detail of 
all his Affairs; and the Return of the Poſt 
brought him a Letter from that excellent 
Nobleman, in which are the following 
Lines. “Tou are grounded in Religion, 
% you have juſt and noble Sentiments ; 
e make Uſe of them, and cultivate them 
e depend upon my Support on all Occa- 
<« ſions; I cannot bear to ſee any one la- 
& bouring under ill Uſage, much leſs he 
© who deſerves the belt.” 


This Anſwer from ſuch a Perſon, ſet 


the Marquis at reſt, confiding that he 
had an aſſured Palladium; when his Father 
returns to the Charge with another Ac- 
ulation, as of an Intention of murdering 


him; 
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him; another Parricide hatched in tie 
ſame Brain as the former. Here it is that 
a new Scene opens: The Father to put in 
Execution his Threats of deſtroying his 
Son, had exhauſted all his Artifice, and pre- 
pared every Circumſtance which could pro- 
cure Credit to this heinous Charge, and 


now was the Time for making immediate 
Uſe of the Credit it had gained. 


On the 11th of OFober, 1748, about 
five in the Morning, Champagnac, Briga- 
dier of the Marſhal/ea, with about ſixteen 
Horſemen came to Fratteaux, having be- 
fore been ſent to Vivans by his Father, who 
| imagined the Marquis to have been there. 
The Marquis, a righteous Man, being bold 
as @ Lion, far from ſeeking to eſcape, 
though ſuch a Viſit augured no Good, or- 
dered the Officer to be admitted, and Re- 
freſhments given to his Men. Champaguac 
abruptly ſhews the Marquis an Order to 
ſecure him, ſigned by the Deputy Inten- 
dant of Guienne, on a Charge of wickedly 
going about to aſſaſſinate his own Father: 
Such an Accuſation now put into the 
Hands of publick Juſtice, affected the 
Marquis extremely, that it was ſome Time 
before he recovered a Compoſure of Mind, 
to deliberate on the Means for clearing 
bin: 
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himſelf; that he ſhould go about to offer 
Reaſons to ſee his Father, muſt be attri- 


buted to an over-bearing Senſibility at his 
Situation; but he met with Repulſes where 


his Application was proper, and he might 


have expected a vigorous Support; whillt 


he had been. enjoying his rural Receſs, 
Malice had been buly in diſſeminating 
Prejudices ; from a delightful Seat he is 
hurried to a Priſon, and to put a Stop to 
Correſpondences, he was denied the Uſe 
of Pen and Paper, and removed into one 
of the moſt obſcure and cloſeſt Parts of 
the Priſon. 


It being thought proper to change his 
Confinement, an Order was procured for 
removing him to the Bons Hommes de Ca- 
dillac; he made Uſe of this Juncture to 


Write a Letter, informing his Father, that - 


the Fever to which he knew him extreme- 
ly ſubject, was returned upon him, ad- 
ding the moſt ſolemn Proteſtations of his 
Innocence; but no Body could be found 
to carry the Letter; this had been guarded 
againſt by ſome evil minded Perſons, who 


had inflamed the Father, of himſelf ce 
and W 
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Mere he had expected to have "Tl his 
Father, when notice is given him to an- 
ſwer an Indictment againſt him, drawn up 
by the Father's own Hand; but the Ve- 
hemence of his Malice defeated its Views, 
the Innocence of the Marquis manifeſtly 
appearing in the extravagant Terms of the 
Charge; at the ſame Time, a Cook, a 
worthleſs Fellow, who after delerting 
from the Service, had been recommended 
by the Father to be a Drudge to the Com- 
munity ; but in Effect to be a Spy upon 
his Son, pilfered what he could trom the 
other Servants, and ran away to Bourdeaus, 
where Buſineſs at that Time had called 
the Father, whoſe Protection he knew was 
to be procured by any Kind of Depoſitions 
againſt his Son; Letters ſoon after came 
to the Convent, that his Son had Pocket 
Piſtols, and a Dagger to force his Way 
through the Religious, and deſiring the 5 
Fathers to put him into any Hole, and 
not diſcourſe with him, as throwing Pearls 5 

before Swine. | 


Theſe are Oppreſſions beyond any Thing 
to be read of in Nations, who live with- 
out Religion or Law; a Gentleman of ' 
diſtinguiſhed _— whoſe Services have 
| a 79 been 
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been acknowledged by the Sovereign him- 
ſelf, by Warrant from a Deputy, is taken 

out of his own Houſe, and carried away 
cloſe Priſoner, not allowed to clear him- 
felt of the moſt odious Charge; and to 
remove him from thence, a Lettre de Ca- 
chet could he obtained, (and obtained they 
cannot be, without the Privity and Con- 
ſent of Men of Power) to carry him to 
the Bou Hommes de Cadiac, where the good 
Men treated him in the moſt contumelious 
Manner. 


Thus is the Superiority in which Nature 


has placed him, the Source of all his Ca- 
lamities; amiable in himſelf, that renders 
him deteſted; *tis that only which on 
the pureſt Innocence draws the ſouleſt Ac- 
cuſations. Would he come down from 
thence, all would be well; for this has he 
been ſolicited by feveral Perſons, the weak 
or wicked Tools of his Father, but he 
would not be drawn in to ſign an Inſtru- 
ment, depriving hjmſelf of his Patrimony, 
and throwing him into a Dependance on 
a younger Brother, whoſe Rapacity to get 
into an Eſtate by ſuch ſiniſter Practices, 
afforded but little Expectation of a gene. 
rous Uſe of it. However, ſuch a Con- 
fluence of * OT the Ab. 

hor. 
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horrence of Men of Virtue, too open 
to prepoſſeſs or overcome his Conſtancy, 


and in hopes of clearing his Character, he 


inclines on the faireſt Trial to recede from 


his Primogeniture. As he declared this to 


be the Subject of his Letter, little Difficulty 


was made to permit him to write; he pro- 
poſed in Terms full of Concern and Re- 
ſpect, that if his Father would come to 
the Convent, bringing with him his Ac- 
cuſers, and they ſhould appear to be Men 


of Credit and Reputation, and ſhould, af- 
ter his Juſtification of himſelf, perſiſt in 
their Charge, that then he would ſign any 


Inſtrument his Father ſhould require ; but 


this was putting Matters upon an Iſſue, 


which would not ſerve the Father's Turn. 
He rejected it; twas Inſolence in his Son to 


ſuſpect his Evidences, though theſe reſpec- 


table Evidences were no other than ſix 


Scoundrels of Courſol's Regiment; it is 


no ſlender Proof of the whole being a 
Forgery to ruin the Maquis, that tlie Fa- 
ther ſnould prepoſſeſs the Brigadier of the 
Marfhalſea againſt any Allegations of his 


Son, which he did; ſaying, amongſt other 


* 
1 
* 


Things, Should my Son plead that I Keep 
* him out of Fratteaux, by no Means be- 


_ © hieve him in that, or any Thing elſe.“ A 


Precaution beneath Integrity; indeed what 
9 Relation 


5 
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Relation has it tothe Point in Queſtion. a 

Charge of Parricide; where was the Ne- 
| ceſlity, or the Propriety that this Man 
ſhould be ler into the Proceedings about 
the Eſtate of Fratteaux, or any F amily 
Concerhs? and yet by the moſt unjuſt 
Repreſentations, unleſs to leave no Suſpi- 
cion upon him of the Reſonableneſs of the 
Affair he was going on, and to harden him 
againſt the Marquis, who he might well 


preſume would not be wholly filent at ſuch 


a. public Inſult. But I digreſs, and now 
return to the ſix Militaries, the abandon- 
ed Engines of his Father's Injuſtice. 


Chaumont was recommended to the Mar- 
quis for a Game-keeper, by the Sieur de 
Valliere, Captain, and Breton, Lieutenant 
in the ſaid Regiment; he was a clever Fel- 
low they ſaid, mettle to the Back, and an 
honeſter Man never trod in Shoes leather, 
and what not ; thus recommended, he was 
taken into the Marquis's Service ; all he 
had Orders to do, was to take his Waiks, 
and ſcare the Poachers, but to avoid doing 
the leaſt Hurt to any one; a very tranquil 
Office; but what does this clever Fellow, 
immediately betakes himſelf to ſmuggling, 
Sc. In this he was protected by Breton, 
one of wann who, indeed, quick- 


ly 
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ly after the Marquis had taken Chaumants | 
deſired him to let the Fellow go on in his 


Way. that he might make up the Hun- 
dred Crowns he was to pay Valliere for his 


Diſcharge ; and the Marquis knowing Of- 


ficers would be hard put to it without theſe 


. Perquilites, though ſomewhat oblique, con- 


nived at Chaumont's Practices. 


| Thus Matters ſtood, when ſome Days 
after, this Game-keeper aſked his Maſter 
Leave to go to Perigueus for a Day or 


two, to ſee his old Comrades ; it was rea- 


dily granted, but out- ſtaying his Time, 
and ſome Indecencies he had been guilty 
of towards one of the Maid's, being in the 


mean Time made known to the Marquis, 


at his Return, told him to look out for 


other Quarters, but that he would uſe his 


Intereft for his Diſcharge. Upon this, 
Chaumont fell to begging that he might be 


kept till the Regiment marched, which 


x4 be within a Month, being certain, 
that in one Trip more, he ſhould be Ma- 
ſter of the hundred Crowns he wanted. 


The Marquis contrary to his wanted Flexi- 


bility, infiſting on his leaving the Houſe, 
Chaumont redoublecd his Intreaties ; and 


putting on an Air of Solemnity, ſaid, My 
Lord, gage me but this Favour, and I'II 


adviſe 


8 


adviſe you of ſome Things which you'll 


not be ſorry to be inform'd of; thoſe Of- 
ficers are two thorough-pac'd Villains ; 
you have not two more dangerous Enemies 


breathing; what I ſay I know. The Mar- 


quis ſtill looking upon this as no more than 
a Fetch of Chaumont, to carry on his own 
Rogueries with ſome Security, gave him 


repeated Denials, and with ſome Vehe- 
mency: Upon which this Villain turning 


the Tables, replied, © very pretty! you 
* turn me away after wearing out my 
< Cloaths in your Service; curſe me if I 
© han't a Hand in the Plot too, and then 


© for a Trial of Skill.“ Theſe Words 


were alſo. heard by ſeveral of the Mar- 
quis's Servants, who were for laying hold 
on him, but he got clear off. 


As Chaumont's Irregularities loſt him 
the Marquis's Service, they occaſioned 
him afterwards to be frequently puniſhed 
and confined ; this his Officers, who were 


deep in M. Bertin's Scheme to deſtroy his 


Son, thought a rare Opportunity for hur- 
rying Chaumont to lend a helping Hand 


in- it; they {wore he ſhould have his Dif- 
charge gratis, beſides a good Purſe, if 
he would report to Mr. Bertin, and ſtand 
to it, that the Marquis had 9 with 


him 
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him to cut his Father's Throat, giving : 


him four Louis by way of impreſt Money; 
and that it he refuſed, a Gibbet ſhould be 


his Portion. C baumont, overjoyed at an 
Offer by which he could both revenge 
himſelf, and make his Fortune, anſwers, 
IT am ready, only let me have my Part, 
and I'll act it to Perfection; after the 
neceſſary Inſtructions, Valliere carried him 


to the Father, then at Bourdeauæx, where 


he fluently delivered the Depoſition 
he had been taught, and which was 
taken down by 1a Croix, a fit Secretary of 


ſuch a F Mer. 


At the very firſt M the Mar- . 


quis's Father, tranſported that ſuch a uſe- 
ful Tool was brought over, clapping Chau- 
mont on the Shoulder, {aid to him, Don't 


© flinch, and I'll make a Man of you; let 


me ſee you again at {1x this Evening, and 


you ſhall have a Sample of what Fil do 

for you.“ Chaumont was ſure to keep 
Time, and the Father repeating his abject 
Familiarities, put a Purſe into his Hand; 

© There's twenty-four Louis for you, Ho- 


* neſty, ——ence more, ſteady, ſteady, and 


your Fortune's made.“ Another Fact no 
Far leſs true, and which has been proved, 


is that as Chaumont was going awav, hugging 
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1 | himſelf 
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himſelf at the firſt Fruits of his Iniquity, 


was met near the Stables by a Man who 
ſaid to him, go on and proſper — you 
need not be under any Apprehenſions, Bro- 
thers and Siſters, the whole Family, ey 
all dance to the Father's Pipe. 


The five other” military Villains, three 
of whom were Officers had already diſ- 
played an Addreſs and Promptitude in this 
dirty Buſineſs, which ſeemed to ſecure the 
Iſſue of it to the Height of the Father's 
Intentions ; but what ſeemed to complete 
his Hopes, was the Grudge which he knew 
a Lieutenant-Colonel harboured againſt 
the. Marquis, on account of a former {light 


_ Diſpute when they were on a Party toge- 


ther; this Man from a vindictive Princi- 
ple, and the Hopes of a Recompence, be- 


ing not very eaſy in his Circumſtances, 


made ſome Overtures to the Father ; who 
by. an unprecedented Stretch of Power, ap- 
points La Noue to judge the Caſe, and he, 
to deſerve well at the Father's Hands, e- 
rects a martial Tribunal, where a capital 
Indictment was preferred againſt the Mar- 
quis; and by an Effrontery ſuitable to ſuch 
a Junto, Copies of the Proceedings were 
ſent to the Count de St. Florentin. f 
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Valliere and le Breton, Gentlemen only 


by their Commiſſion, as neceſſitous and 


greedy of Money as La Noue, could never 
forgive the Marquis for having debarred 


them the Liberty not ſo much of bunt- _ 


ing, as deſtroying the Game, readily put 
their Names to La Nowe's iniquitous Or- 


ders; ſuch they were to the higheſt De- 


gree, both in Form, Matter, and End, 


the Board of War, to Which the Marquis 
was adviſed to apply, having decided that 
they had no Manner of Juriſdiction over 
the Marquis. The Evidences at this mock 
Trial were the three Soldiers, St. Jean, 
Le Lievre, and Chaumont; they appeared 
alſo in the ſame Character before the Sieur 
Aubert de . ourni, Intendant of Guienne, 

who had juſt as much Right as the former 
to ſet upon the Marquis; as a Gentleman, 


a Captain, and a Knight of the Order of 


St. Louis, he could acknowledge no Tri- 
bunal inferiour to that of the. Marſhals of 
France, or the great Chamber of the Par- 


liament of Bourdeaux. 


The Depoſitions of theſe 5 "ail 


were in Subſtance the ſame. . having been 
concerted by the Father and the three Of- 


ficers ; yet what had an.ill Sound was, that 


Le Lievre and &.. W N no farther 


3 „ than 
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than what they had heard from Chaumont; 
but the ſparring Blow to the Contrivance, 


was given by Le Lievre's Inadvertency ; 


babbling in a full Company, that a long 


viſaged Man, in uncommon coloured 


Cloaths, and a light Wig, coming to the 


Barracks at Perigueux, when Chaumont and 


they were laying their Heads together, 


ſaid to him, Go thorough Stitch; you 
© are a Man or a Moule as this turns out; 

and upon Chaumont's anſwering, Sir, theſe 
are alſo true blues, he told us he would re- 


_ commend us to our Officers, and do fur 
1 ther tor us. 


The F bn in the juriſdiction of he. 


two Tribunals ſet up by de la Noue and 


 Tourni, the Inſufficiency of the Depoſi- 5 


tions, the Witneſſes having been antece- 


dently tutored by the Father and Secretary 


La Croix, and the Houſe of the former be- 
ing the Place where theſe flagitious Courts 
had held their Meetings, he himſelf being 
Council againſt his Son, all this he appre- 
hended made too ſtrongly againſt a legal 
Trial; andtherefore hewent a ſhorter Way 


to Work. He had the Audaciouſneſs to go 


to the Count de St. Flarentin, taking his 


ſuborned Chaumont with him to repeat his 
0 The Count and the Father 
1 D | 


had 
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had been School-fellows, and 5 latter 
from ſome Expectation or other, had ever 
ſince carefully cultivated this Acquain- 
tance, ſo that the Count prepoſieſied in 
huis Favour, upon hearing Chaumont's De- 

poſitions, readily ordered a Lettre de Ca- 
chet to be made out, and giving it to the 


Father, ſaid, I am very glad you have 
ſuch Witneſs on your Side; but I appre- 


hend that won't procure a juridical 


Sentence; chat you muſt know better 


than I.“ After ſuch an Acknowledg- 


ment, is it not ſurpriſing, that a Miniſter | 
of the Count's excellent Character, ſhould, 


without further Enquiry, have taken ſuch 


a Step? for the two Courts having no 


manner of Right to proceed againſt the 


| Marquis, the Depoſitions being unconclu- 


five and exceptionable, the Witneſſes ſu- 
ſpicious, and the whole Procedure irre- 
gular, and the Count himſelf not ſeeing 
any Thing in Cbaumont's Evidence, which 
came up to a Condemnation in Law, I 
am quite at a Loſs to conceive why a Lei- 


tre de Cachet ſhould be granted upon it. 


But tis an Inſtrument, than which, in ma- 

ny Caſes, none more effectually ruins a 

Man, and how _ eee, . ws wy 
OI arg i 1 
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That theſe Orders ſhould be made ſub- 


ſervient to private Revenge is, as a cele- 
brated Lawyer has obſerved, very far from 


the meaning both of the Prince and his 


Miniſters. By the Edicts of Phillip IV. 


1328, and of Henry III. 1338, there can 


be no Arreſt, Confinement, or Seizure of 


the Body on any Miſdemeanour or Treſ- 


paſs whatever, without a previous judicial 


Warrant, to be granted only upon an In- 
formation duly ſworn to. Under ſuch equi- 


table Laws, every Citizen ſets in Security; 


Obſervance of them towards their Perſons, 


it is certainly the Gentleman, a Character 


no where more ſacred, nor more juſtiy 
fo, than in France; but what Regard will 
depraved Men pay to any Laws when they 
obſtruct their Deſigns, and may be violar 


ted even under the Shelter of Authority? 


But the nd Aſtoniſhment of all, 


even beyond the Father's Barbarity, an ma: 


the cottiplicated Villainy of the Judges and' 
Evidences is, that the Count de St. Floren- 
tin, who is not more admired for his 4; 
Ability, than beloved for his moral 


lities, that he, after receiving ſeveral di. 


ble Kren of the Marquis's Inno- 
D 2 cence 
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| cence, after Madame de Cugnac had pre- AE 


ſented him in Proof of it a Petition ſigned 
by no leſs than thirty-ſix Perſons of Rank 


and Character, and after ſhe offered clearly 
to lay 


open in what Manner his Goodneſs 
bad been abuſed, that he ſhould coldly 
anſex, The Lettre de Cachet was not 
anted without knowing why and where- 
1 fore; and that the Marquis, after re- 
peated Sollicitations, was denied a Hear- 
ing, or what he moſt deſired, to be con- 


fronted with his Accuſers. Now- theſe 


are not the Requeſts of conſcious Guilt ; 
but what certainly ought to have produced 


a more mature Inſpection into the Affair, 
was, that beſides the Petition delivered to 


the Count by Madam de Cugnac, there was 
tranſmitted to him a Memoir containing 


a very particular Juſtification of the Mar- 
quis, and with the Signatures * 1 of | 


the Nobility of Guyenne. 


| That ſuch Vouchers ſhould be treated 
as of no Weight, has ſomething extremely 

myſterious; the Voice of the People, 

. which to a Proverb, is accounted the Or- 

gan of that of God, and as fuch ſhould 

dave been admitted, as the Teſt and Seal 


of the Marquis's Innocence, was 1215 to 


55 1 og 1 in fruitleſ Reaſonings; „„ 


E firangely 
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EY ſtrangely was the Miniſter's Heart con- 
3 "= tracted by the falſeſt Repreſentations, con- 
i } i — veyed thither through the Vehicle of the 
| Prejudice of along Acquaintance; the Wolf 
being bent on devouring the Lamb, all 
the. juſt Pleas of the innocent Creature could 
not fave it from his Jaws. Thus guilty or 
1. not, the Marquis was to be ſacrificed, and 
| the Lettre de eur remained i in Fi orce. | 
The Marquis and his Friends, ewe 
continued to uſe all the proper Means that 
could be imagined to bring Matters to a 
Juſtification ; but what among numberleſs 
other Circumſtances, offers à ſtrong Pre. 
ſumption of the Marquis's Innoeenee and 
Merit is, that a Nobleman, whoſe Name 
immediately raiſes an Idea of every Ex- 
cellence, took a Journey on Purpoſe to ex- 
poſtulate with M. Bertin; he had before 
| ts this Procedure to be no more 
than Error, Fear, or Caprice; but a 
little Falk letting him fee” the Father's 
, Malevolence to be of a long ſtanding, 
' deliberate, and implacable, he put this 
Queſtion to him, in what Book of Civy 
or Canon Law, or in what Part of the 
g Scripture he had read, that a Father 
5 0 might, in order to deprive à Son of his 
Right of Wr and diſinherit 
23 , ß 
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him, endeavour to bring him to the Scaffold 
or Where could he find an Authority which 
1 ſhew that a Father, to ſupport the 
moſt heinous Calumnies, and get a Son 
in a Priſon, might impoſe upon the Mi- 
niſters of the Throne, and abuſe the Royal | 
Prerogative 3 2 


| The 1 rightly judged that this 
1 Queſtion would not admit of a fair An- 
ſwer, and that the old Gentleman being 
gravelled, might be the better wrought 
upon; but as the ſacred Books are fre- 
quently perverted to ſupport falſe Doc- 
trines, ſo in this Caſe were they to. be a 
Palliative to wicked Actions. The Fa- 
ther anſwered very compoſedly : I find in 
the aaſt Chapter of n be 
18th, Verſe, — higheſt Authority, the 
: Command of God himſelf, that a-rebel- 
ious irreclaimable Son is to be brought be- 
fore the Judges of Hrael. The Noble- 
man was upon replying, but old Bertin in- 
terrupted bim, I ſay, Sir, I am in the 
ting I have Scripture on my Side.; this 
Dog of a Son of mine has been a ſtubborf 
— S0ke Wretch from his Cradle: After 
his going through his School Learning, I 
deſigned him for the Law, the beſt Pro- 
feen I know of; Bs not he, he was for 
Ferdl | a the - 
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the Sword and F eather, and talked of 
Glory and ſuch Stuff: All I could ſay 
went for nothing with him; and-even::at- 
ter I had humoured him in his hare-brain- 
ed Fancy for the Army, he has made ſe- 
veral Attempts upon my Life, but I truſt 


I have now ſecured it, by ſecuring him; 


this is no more than /e Defendendo, the firſt 
Law of Nature. A very ſuccine Apology 3 


| but/ it ſhould Taler r run thus: 


s 


7 


When my Son was in his 
I let him know that the Law. was-what 1 


I defigned him for; his Inclinations were 


of a different Caſt; but are Sons to be 

Chuſers? I was determined to make him 

buckle to; and was going to lodge him 

in Bourdeille Tower, taking Care that he 

ſhould be kep t low : However, into the 
Army —— Some Years ago, a Knight 

of Malta took it into his Head to make 
very free with my Character, upon which 
my Son came to an Eclaiciſement with 


N bitt and this Zeal for my Honour I re- 
 warded with a Lettre de Cacher; by which 


ied to the Caſtle of Angouleſme, 
lay confined for three Months be- 
e due Time. He had the Preſump- 

ithout my Knowledge, which is like 
wt refractory Temper, to hy to a Mini- 


6356) 
ſter or bis Releafe. It is well known that 
tam Maſter of a Million, and this pretty 


Sum I am for transferring from him to a 


younger Son. I have done all I could, 


uſed a thouſand Artifices to bring him to 


agree to it; but from a Senſe of his Right, 
be remonftrates againſt my Pleaſure, and 
_ wonders my Friends whom I have em- 


ployed to mould him, will interfere in 


8 ſuch a Caſe. I have alſo gone another 


Way to work; I gave him an Opiate, 5 
which I hoped wo! have ſilenced him for 


ever; afterwards I attempted his Life at 
Bourdeille; and ſince that hired fome Vil- 


were to he in wait for him in the Foreſt, 


E one for endeavouring to take 


away my Life by Poifon ; but this came 
to nothing by my own Indifcretion, in 


confulting ſome conſcientious Friends a- 


bout it; upon this, I drew up — 9 
Charge for a Deſign of Murder; I have 


indeed no real Proofs of this, but In- 
vention has ſupplied me with more than 


enough, beſides have a moſt clever Fek 

low for my Agent in this” Affair, and he 

1 3 ſome others ow he ſays, 
| "ae 


lains dreſſed like Marſhalſea-men, who 


and difpatch him; but alt my Practices 
Lern s I had Recourſe to two pri- 
s grounded on flanderous 


— 


, „ 
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are not inferior to himſelf : Their Depo- So 
ſitions I myſelf dictated to my Clerk, and 
on them have indifted my Son for a De- 
ſign of Parricide ; both the Judges before 
whom it was tried, were of my nomi- 
nating, and likewiſe had good Money of 
me for the Job: However, I ſaw into the 


Nullity of theſe Procedures, and that my 


| Exidences and Judges would be ſet aſide ; 
thus baffled on all Sides, my only Re- 


{ource was my School- fellow, the Count de 
St. Florentin, whom, as great a Stateſman 
as he is, I found means by falſe Repreſen- 
tations, and an affected Grief at my Son's 


imaginary Guilt, to draw into my Net, 
and to grant me a Lettre de Cachet, for 
laying my Son by the Heels; and Which I + 


hope, will * an L End to his Aves 


ABUIr., 


There DO hawk "ED Wutsch of 
T ruth in ſuch a Narrative; but his + 0 


ſwer is made up of Diſguiſe and Fallacy, 
© beſides that pitiable Article of Prophane- _ 
neſs in wreſting the ſacred Text for the 


Deſtruction of an innocent Perſon ; for 
had the Charge been true, by the Text 


| 7 under which the Father ſheltered himſelf, _ N 
the Marquis was to have ſuffered a cruel 
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Death; it being there ſaid, and the Peo- 


ple ſpall ſtone him fo that he die, wor e 


may put away Evil from among you; but 
to return to the Conference betwixt theſe | 
fo pole Interlocutors. | 


Allow me to fay. reg this Noble- 
man, that all this does not warrant you 
thus to perſue your own Son unto Blood; 


and were it legal, ſtill is it reprehenſible; 


let me recommend to you the humane In- 


ſtance which I once in Converſation heard 

from an eminent Lawyer : © Our Books, 

' © ſays he, gives us a true Example of a 
Father juſtly incenſed againſt his Son; 


© who, yet, after ſetting forth the Cauſes 
of Complaint which this unhappy Son 
© had given him; yet confirms him in the 
© Succeſſion to which by the natural Right 
of Birth he was entitled.” Afterwards he 
quotes Law, 48 F. 1 Digeſt. de bæredibus 
inſtituendis, where the Civilian affirms as 
legal' and commendable the following No- 
mination of an Heir, I appoint and inſtitute 
for my Heir, my Son, who has cauſed me ſo 
much Miction; though he has violated the 


Si Duties of a Son, tet ”"Y not be deprived of bis 
"34 tits oe 
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„This ineltimable Edunkeller gave us a2 


very entertaining Paraphraſe on the two 
bf 8 corroborating them with ſimi- 


lar Paſſages from ſome of our own Codes, 


and likewiſe from that enlightened Father 
St. Auguſtin, af which, indeed, only two 


occur to me at preſent, and for them you 
muſt excuſe Chapter and Verſe; but I wiſh 


you. could be brought to his Principles: 


The firſt is; Ler im, (fince ſuch Fa- 
© thers there are) who) is for diſinheriting 
© his Son, look out for ſome wiſe Perſon 
to conſult with, and whom to be- 
* ſtow another's Right, but tell him by no 
Means to come to Auguſtin. The other 
$37; If ever there was a good Action, 
it was in reſtoring to the unhappy 'Youth, 


< what his offended 1 e had: at his L Death 


5 « deprived him of.“ 


Theſe, "0 are ade which do ho- 


nour to our Nation, which are promotive 


of the well- being of Society; and to which, 
as ſuch, would to God, you would con- 


form yourſelf ; beſides, is it not plain 


Reaſon, that the F ather ſhould preſerve 


the Image of his own making, that his 


Wealth ſhould go to . firſt _ his 
Name. 0 5 £14 
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What an adit Reprod 3 18 10 We 
given Being, and to have loaded that 
Being with Calamity ; Fathers by the 
meer Effect of Nature, ſhould we not be 
Benefactors by Inclination; to me it ſeems 


the Voice of that Nature, that Children 


ſhould equally ſhare the Hearts of their 
Parents; in fine, whether your Procedures 
are viewed through the Medium of Rea- 
fon or Religion, they appear extremely 


culpable and out of Character. Why deny 


him a little Tranquillity ? why impriſon 
him, and bring on him a loathſome Death ? 


If your Heart cannot melt into that Leni- 


ty I could with, ſurely to deprive him of 


an Inheritance to which he has the ſtrongeſt 
Right, ought to be the ne plus ultra of 


your Reſentment. Have not you taken 
the moſt effeftual Meaſures for that? you 
are fadly belied if you did not provide 


_ yourſelf with a falſe Inventory of the In- 
| heritance of your Father, the Marquis's 
Grandfather ; and this is not all, I under- 


ſtand you have likewiſe a falſe Contract 

of Marriage betwixt-your Father and Mo- 

ther, in order to prejudice your Spoule 

as well as your Son; and what is worſt 

of all, you have forged or got one of 

1 Tools to forge a 8 E 
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tract of Marriage betwixt you and your 


Lady, and that the finiſhing Stroke has 
been to compel her to make a Will in 


your Favour. 


| Well, anſwered the F ather, if T have 


taken any Meafures, whatever Conſtruc- 
tion the World, who is always moſt buſy 
| where it has leaſt to do, may put upon 


them, that is only my Concern. | Allow- 


irg it to be ſo, replied the Nobleman, 
though a good Example is a Duty every 


one owes to Society, be ſatisfied with 


what you have done, and leave your Son 


quietly to compoſe himſelf under his Suf- 


ferings. 


The Marquis, who was all this while 
detained at Cadillac, knew but little of the 
Movements made in his Behalf, reſigning - 
himſelf with that ſerene Fortitude which 
is uſually the Concomitant of Innocence, 


expected the worſt, and feared nothing. 


Several Opportunities offered of making 
his Eſcape, but he declined them, leſt it 


might prejudice his Reputation in the 


World, and be conſtrued into Guilt; but 
at length a Senſibility of the Prevalence- 
of Injuſtice got the better of his Con- 


- Rancy ; he receives Intelligence, that his 


Caſe 


0 62) 
Caſe is paſt all Juſtification, for that his 
Father dubious of carrying his Point by 


juridical Means, had made ſure Work of | 


it, and taken the expeditious Way. of a 
Lettre de Cachet, which he had eee 
by telling fine Stories to a great Man, 


and that he actually had it in his Pocket; 


this is confirmed by another Account, in- 
forming him that he has nothing to ex 

pect but to be carried away to Charenton, 
as a Madman, an Atheiſt, and a Parri- 
dide in Intention: Here his Equanimity 
was overpowered, he determined, let the 
World mangle his Reputation as they 
pleaſed, to fly from thoſe Storms of In- 


juſtice, which were on all Sides gathering * 


around him. 

A Knot of the Marquis's ravenile Friends 
finding that the Interceſſion and Reaſon- 
ings. of ſo many Perſons of Character, 
turned to no Account with either the Fa- 

ther or Miniſter, | they formed a Reſolu- 
tion to procure his eee by Violence, 
and accordingly in the Night Time went 
armed, and broke open the Place of his 


n z and at a Time when he 
thought nothing of it, they came and 
prevented his own Schemes for his Rape, þ 

1 * him at * 
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The Marquis made the beſt of his Way 
to the Regiment of St. Jal, which he was 


informed was quartered in a neighbouring 


Town; the Officers received him with 


great Cordiality; but dubious whether ever 
he ſhould be able to repay greater Obli-. 


cations, he would accept only of common 
Civilities ; he ſoon took his leave of them; 


and now we ſee a Perſon born to a ſplendid 


Fortune, and who had born ſeveral ho- 


nourable Offices withdraw into Spain, as 


deſtitute as a Ruſtick, who goes chither to 
labour at their Vintages. 


The Count de Mark llac, a near Relation 


by his Mother's Side, he knew to be in 
Spain, and the Sharpneſs of his Diſtreſs, 


naturally brought him to apply to that 
Nobleman, with whom to be unfortunate 


is very near being deſerving; accordingly 
the Marquis received him with a paternal 


Kindneſs : And here indeed he ſhould have 
reſted, Prudence and Gratitude to the 


78h Marquis“ s generous Offers required it, but 


ſuch was, 1 may ſay his romantick Deli- 
cacy that he muſt needs ſet about a pub · 
lick Juſtification of himſelf in a foreign 


5 Country, and away he goes to Madrid; 
the Count though he had ſtrongly dehort- 


ed 


1 
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ed him from any ſuch Thing, giving him Wo 
a Letter to the Biſhop of Rennes, at that 


Time Ambaſſador from his moſt Ehriſ- 
tian * to the Spaniſh Court, 


His Excellency received him with an 


affable Concern, but upon his informing 
the Biſhop of his Reſolution to juſtify him- 
ſelf in the Eyes of all Spain, a Nation who 


knew nothing of the Matter, who were 


in no wiſe intereſted in it, and who from 
a Conceit of themſelves and the Oppoſition | 
of their Manners to ours, are of all Things 


moſt delighted with any Story to the Dil- 


credit of the French; the Prelate calmly 

heard him out, but adviſed him repeated- 

ly, inſtead of publiſhing his Injuries to 
_ conſult his Safety; adding, Sir, you will 


infallibly be ſecured if you do not make 


the · beſt of your Way out of Spain, you 
muſt allow is to underſtand ſomething 3 
theſe Matters: But the Marquis's evil Ge- 


nius ſeemed now to have the aſcendant, 


he neglected the Advice of this venerable 
| Perſon; and continued in Madrid without 


any Referve ; but it was not long before 


he experienced the Truth of the Am- 
baſſador's Prediction in the „eing. - 
Manner. | 


* 


The 
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The Marquis's Father not leſs alarmed 


than ſurpriſed at his Son's Eſcape, for thus 


his Scheme of bringing him to the Scaf- 


fold ſeemed entirely quaſhed ; this Fa- 


ther, I ſay, immediately diſpatched his 


Scouts to track his Son to the Place of | 


his Retreat ; but whilſt they were out, he 
received ſome Intimation concerning it; 


ſeveral Gentlemen of conſiderable Rank in 


Spain, wrote him a joint Letter in Favour 
of his Sqn, faying, that his Behaviour 
which had ſeemed void of all Hypocriſy, 
had rooted him in their Eſteem; they pru- 


dieently forbore mentioning his particular 


Abode, though from their Letters he could 
not but conclude that he was in Spain, and 


at no great Diftance from the Court. 


What does this mercileſs. Father” do? 


— at ſuch Intelligence, he applies 


to the foreign Secretary of State, and ſuch 


was his Prevalence here, that Inſtructions 


were ſent to the Ambaſſador to have the 
Marquis ſecured; the good Biſhop was not 
over ſtrict in his Enquiries after him, and 
wrote back, which he could do. with Truth, 


that the Marquis had abfconded; theF ather 


vu er of ſuch an Vocermintyy went a 
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ſhorter Way to work, which was to get 
ſome of his Son's Mediators taken into 
Cuſtody, in order to extort from them the 
Place where the Marquis, by the Advice 
of his Friends now ſecreted himſelf ; and 
the Count de Marfillac was the firſt pitched 
on; juſt at that Juncture, the Place of 
the Marquis's Retirement came to be 
known ; upon which the Count was re- 
leaſed, but the Marquis ſeized at the 
Hotel of this faithful Friend, who wrote 
innumerable Letters to France, and ſoli- 
cited at the Court of Spain in Behalf of 
this perſecuted Gentleman; he was hur- 
ried away to Priſon, and the Father was 
ſure to omit no Means for his Removal 
into France; but he was too ſanguine in 
his Expectation, all the Intereſt and | Buſtle 
he made could go no further, than that 
the Marquis ſhould be obliged to quit the 
Kingdom, and accordingly he. was ſet at 
Liberty, with an Order not to be ſeen in 
Spain after a Fortnight. This Plot on 
which the Father had laid ſo great a Streſs 
being thus diſconcerted, he had Recourſe 
to another Expedient more ſcandalous than 
any of the former, hiring ſome beggarly 
Vagrants to hunt out the Marquis, and 
bring him away into France, or diſpatch 
him rather than fail; but the Marquis was 
F . reſerved 
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reſerved for farther Calamities, and the 
Villains whom the Hopes of Reward had 
excited to the greateſt Diligence returned 
as they went out. The Marquis had, as 
he imagined, very prudently ſought ſhelter 
in a Convent, from whence he wrote to. 
his Father, that he was ready to ſurrender 
himſelf in a Citadel to be a Priſoner at 
large, guarded in Sight, provided his un- 
happy Affair ſhould be heard within a 
fixed Term before a competent Tribunal; 

the Father in Anſwer, propoſed to = 
Marquis, that he ſhould come into France 
under a Safeguard, in order to have their 
long Conteſt terminated in an Aſſembly of 
F riends on both Sides. This Son, —— 


had been perſecuted with ſuch inflexible 


- Rancour, that a Hearing had always been 
denied to him, was perfectly revived at 
this Propoſal, and relying on the Gratu- 
lations of his Conſcience, he was confident 
not only of diſculpating himſelf, but alſo 
of proving that he was a very ſingular. 
Inſtance of filial Submiſſion. But what 
happened ? two Paſſages equally illegal, 
the firſt, that the Father .receding from 
his Propoſal, obtained Orders to = ſent 
to Spain for ſeizing the Marquis, which 


1 were executed with the more Violence, on 
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Ktdoont of his being charged with Atheiſm, 
no Scruple being made to drag him from 


the Sanctuary; but upon the Interpoſition, 


of ſeveral Perſons of Rank, who were 
diſtinguiſhed for their religious, Sentiments, 
he was releaſed ; the ſecond is, that Or- 
ders had been given with a particular 
Deſcription of him, to all the Parties of 
the Marſbalſea in France, to lay hold of 
tim upon his Entrance into the King- 


dom, though he came undef” the Faith of h 


a Sateguard: Was ever Perfidy like this ? 
but here, which is not common, Friend- 


ſhip was no leſs active than Malice, for 
the Marquis's Friends getting Intelligence 


of the Snare laid for him, found Means to 


give him Notice of it; and thus he avoid- 
ed the Stroke, as he was Preparing with 


the moſt unſufpecting Satisfaction to re- 


turn into France. The Orders of the Court 
of Spain concerning his quitting the King- 


dom, were too poſitive to be eluded; fo 


that waiting on thoſe who had intereſted 


_ themſelves in his Behalf with his farewel 
Compliments, he went away without being 
able to tell them with any Certainty, the 
Place he ſhould chooſe for his Azylum. 
In this Interval the Father again writes 
to Spain an — Letter againſt 
his 


1 
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his Son to the Marquis de C---- S, in. 
which he not only accuſes the Son of Par- 

ricide, Atheiſm, and Frenzy, but affirms 
Him to have been changed at Nurſe. 


His Parricide he grounds on the Depoſi- 
tions of the Military Villains, largely bribed 
for that Purpoſe; his Atheiſm he ſaid, 
muſt be known to the Capuchins, amon 
| whom. he had ſheltered himſelt, having 
the Effrontery to endeavour to obtrude 
it upon thoſe Fathers, vindicating it to 
the Face of the Superiors of the Order; 
| as to his Frenzy, he charged that upon his 
being ſubſtituted in the Room of his own 
Child; and this was the audacious Ar- 
tifice of his Nurſe and Mother: for prov- 
ing the Truth of the laſt Article he had 
the Confidence to deſire the Marquis to 
have him ſearched ; Let me deſire you, 
my Lord, as ſoon as the Fellow, who 
gives himſelf out to be my Son, is ſeized, 
to have. him ſearched on the left But- 
tock before two ſworn Surgeons, a No- 
tary, and two Witneſſes, in order to 
verify whether this Man is in that Part 
marked with a Boar's Foot, and ſome 
Moſs, as by an Accident which befel his 
Mother, my poor Child had. 
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This was what the Sieur Bertin, the 
Father, was for having done immediately 
upen his Seizure, knowing nothing at that 
Time of his having been clapt up and 
releaſed again; and that this odd Kind of 

Search might not be omitted, he tells the 
Spaniſh Nobleman, that he had cauſed a 
thorough Enquiry to be made, the Reſult 
of which was, that the Woman to whom 
his Child had been put out to Nurſe, had 
palmed this Creature upon the Family in- 

\ Read of their own who died; fo that this 
Marquis who ſet up to be his Son, was 
in Reality, no more than the Son of that 
Nurſe, for whom ſhe thus thought to have 
made a better Proviſion, far above any 
Thing he was born to; that it was fur- 
ther diſcovered by this Enquiry, that the 
Nurſe's Huſband died delirious, and that 
Madneſs was a Kind of . Family-Diftemper 

among them, and that this Nia Marquis 
now wandering in Spain, had given a thou- 
ſand Proofs that in this Reſpect he was no 
Baſtard, concluding with an Elogium on 
the good Senſe and Solidity of the Family 
of the Bertin's, it having never been known 
that any of that Name was mad, or even 


.1o much as Nat all which he ſaid were 
evident 


(Liana. 


evident” Proofs, that this Fellow abdut 


whom ſuch a Stir is kept, and who has 
drawn in ſeveral Perſons of Rank to eſpouſe 


his Cauſe, was a Changling and an Im- 


poſtor. For theſe ſeveral Facts, my Vouch- 
er is the Copy of a Letter, which J have 


long had by me, and which from the beſt 


Reaſons, I know to be authentic. 


Dear Sir, 


Have the Honour of ſending you in- 
cloſed the laſt I have received on 


your Account, and likewiſe muſt renew 
my Inſtances, for which you can imagine 


no other Motive than pure Friendſhip; 
that you would regulate yourſelf by the 


Advice which our Friend and I gave you, 


(. 
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not to truſt any Stranger with your 
Name and Circumfſtarices; a Gentleman 
© of Perigord, a hearty Well-wiſher of 

yours, who ſtaid here four Days, in- 

formed me that a Cell in a loathſome 

Priſon at Hendaye, had been beſpoke for 

* ſecuring you till your Father ſhould 

come himſelf, or ſend a guard for you; 

4 

0 


ſeveral Letters which I have received 


agree, that your Father was beſtirring 
*; hinmlelt to prove, that when you was at 
b NY 


+ 
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2 Nutſe, a Child of his died, and the 
Woman to avoid the Reſentment of the 
Family, and at the ſame Time provide 
* for her own Child, had ſubſtituted you 
in his Room; that her Huſbend died 
£ delirious, as had his Father before him; 
he pretends that you are ſo, which he 
« ſays, was never known in any one of his 
Family; in Proſecution of this Scheme, 
it is, that he has wrote to the Marquis 
de C--- $---, that upon your being ſe- 
- © cured, he would cauſe you to be ſearched 
FS 
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whether on the left Buttock you have, 

as you ought, if his Child, a Mark of 

a Boar's Foot, and a little Mos, and the 
Search is to be made by a Surgeon, in 6 
Preſence of a Notary and other Wit- 
© neſſes to certify the whole. After all, 
nothing now remains but filently to 
withdraw yourſelf into another Mn 
where I hope, you will be ſo juſt to your- 
ſelf, as not to think any more on either 
publick or private Juſtifications; along 
with this will come your Cloaths, which 
I would not ſuffer to be ſold, and ſome- 

for your Viaticum; be perſuaded, 

dear Sir, that all of us here ſhall ever 
preſerve the ſincereſt Attachment for 
you, and on all Occaſions you may have 
<j4 Recourle to us; once more, I intreat 


_— * you, 
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you, by the God of our Fathers, to confine 
your Correſpondence to us, or a few others 
of tried Fidelity; I pray that he may in all 
Things direct you for the beſt, and preſerve 
you both from Violence and Treachery. I 
am, Sc. The Count Marſillac, at St. Se- 
baſtians, the 19th of February, 17 8 


„ 


Here is Villainy i in the Abſtract; an in- 
nocent, a dutiful Son cannot be deſtroy- 
ed, a Party of zealous Friends having 
reſcued him from his Impriſonment; it is 
very uncertain, whether he can again be 
laid hold of in France; ſo that now the 
Machination is ſhifted, and he is given 
out to be mad, and a Changeling; it is 
deſired, that he ſhould be ſeized, and ſearch- 


ed for two very particular Marks, when 


at the ſame Time, he who defires this, + 
cannot but know, as mult alſo the whole 
Family, and ſeveral Phyſicians and Sur- 
geons, that they were removed in his 
Childhood, by the Skill of thoſe Gentle- 
men; certainly no one, but the original 
Contriver of ſuch an execrable Plot, could 
ſtrike out ſuch Methods for carrying it on, 
for bringing ſuch Variety of Difgraces 
upon a Son who had riſqued his Life for his 


Honour, and whom no Injuries can ex · 
aſperate, I f 
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J have ſaid, that the Marks by which 
the Marquis was to be known, had been 
taken away, and that it was what all the 
Family knew, moſt of them having been 

| preſent at the Operation, but not one of 
them will own it, his Mother and his 
Siſter, the Carmelite, excepted ; as to the 
other Brothers and Siſters, Avarice has 
ſo embittered them againſt this innocent 
Perſon, that there are Proofs of their 
having ſollicited and goaded on the Fa- 
ther, not to give over till he had ſome 
Way or other got rid of the Marquis, from 
whole Fall they all expected mighty Ad- 
vantage; but my Deteſtation of ſuch Baſe- 

| neſs, carries me from the Thread of my 
| Hiſtory, to whick I now return, as I ſhall 
' - hereafter have a natural Occaſion of touch- 
ning upon theſe honourable Perſonages. 


2 pretty ſingular Paſſage, and which 
thoroughly proves what Spirit was at the 
Bottom of the Proſecution raiſed againſt 

| | the unfortunate Marquis, is that ſneaking 
| - Villainy of the Father, in writing to the 
| Count de Mar/illac, to alienate him from 
his Son, ſo as to deny him any farther 
Protection, informing that Lord, that his 
Son had the Audacity to counterfeit his 
| N Name; 
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Name; but theſe low Calumnies met with 
no more Credit among Perſons of Cha- 
racter and Senſe, than had the Stories of 
the Poiſon and the Aſſaſſination-Plots: 
That the Marquis could commit a Crime 
ſo baſe as Forgery of any Kind, was re- 
jected as the laſt Shift of diſappointed Ma- 
| lice; the Count de Marſillac himſelf had 
the moſt ſatisfactory Proofs to the con- 
trary; but the Charge of Atheiſm, and 
that his Son had maintained it in the 
Convent of the Capuchins, to the ver 
Face of the Superiors, was laughed at, 
eſpecially by all who had the leaſt Know- 
ledge of Spain, where a ſimple Inſinua- 
tion which looked that Way, would 
have ſent him to a Place, which might 
have pleaſed the Father's Malice, how- 
ever, it fixed him utterly beyond his 
Reach. This is not a ſtrong Confirma- 
tion of what Mr. Bertin had ſaid of his 
Family, that it had never produced any 
one Perſon of weak Capacity, whereas, to 
give out that any one had vindicated 
© Atheiſm in a Convent of Capuchins, and 
in Spain, is a plain Indication, that he was 
at a great Loſs for a Lie, or had but a 
very barren Invention. har 
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Whilſt the Maria 8 Father was hams 


mering out new Artifices and Calumnies, 


this unfortunate Gentleman was wander 


ing from Place to Place, not knowing 
whither to betake himſelf for aſureAzylum; 
| ſometimes he caſt his Eyes towards Hol- 
land; at other Times England, or ſome 


other foreign Kingdom appeared to turn 


more adviſable the main Conſideration 
Was, where he could beſt ſecure himſelf 


from the Vielences of his unnatural Per- 


ſecutor, without concealing his Name and 


Quality; at length on Account of the 


Sea, which ſeems to him a Kind of Bar- 
rier, and the diſtinguiſned Generoſity of 
that Nation in general, he determined for 
England; and accordingly, about the Be- 
ginning of January, 1750, he arrived in 


London. Being an utter Stranger to the 


138 of the Country, he made it his 


uſineſs to find out a Lodging in a French 


Neighbourhood, yet, where he might for a 
While be unknown; and being recommend- 
ed to a Gardener! ] ad ton, the took 

an Apartment there, under the Name of 

Mr. de St. Etienne; the Precaution was not 
amiſs, could it have continued; ſome Time 


after he receives the Count 2 Marſillac's 


Letter, together with his Cloaths; the 5 
| * er 


46 
Letter has been taken Notice of, as con- 
taining repeated Advice againſt letting 
his true Name be known; "that was no 
eaſy Matter, as the Count himſelf very 


f well obſerves, the Letter itſelf, and the 


Portmantle, on which. was the Marquis's 
Name, diſcloſing it; the Count and he, 
in the Violence of their Concern, having 


forgot to 2gree what Name he ſhould take 
| 8 287 him in England. 


The Marquis, however, ſtill continued 
to be called for ſome Time by the Name 
of Monſieur de St. Etienne; and happy had 
it been, if at all Events, he had ſo con- 
tinued to be; but fled into a foreign Coun- 
try, without Acqaintance, without Rela- 
tions, without Friends, without Money; 
a difficult Situation! To ſomebody there 
was a Neceſſity of making himſelf known, 
beſides writing into France, for Letters of 
Recommendation, an Uſage ſtrongly in- 
ſiſted on in foreign Countries, but not the 
beſt grounded of any: For want of theſe, 
| „ Man of Birth and Merit is often ſeen 
o periſh in the Depth of Diſtreſs, whilſt 
: 8 and others, of whom their 
Country was glad to get rid of at any 
Rate, nay, ſome who have carried with 


1 e 3 them 
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them the abt Marks of publick 
Juſtice, by Help of one or two of theſe 
Letters, which they found Means to pro- 
cure, have wriggled themſelves into that 
Favour, and all the happy Conſequences 
of it which was due to the former; and 
thus, the miſtaken good Nature, (if it 
deſerves that amiable Name) of thoſe eaſy 
Perſons, who ſign ſuch Letters, when they 
cannot but be conſcious they are miſap- 
plied, impoſe upon the real good Nature 
of others, who forming an Eſtimate of 
the Bearer from them, gladly countenance 
him, ipeak for him, and introduce him, 
wherever there is a Proſpect that it will be 
for his Advantage; whereas in Juſtice to 
the humane, and generous, and indeed to 
our n good Name, the _ rouge 
Rule ſhould be our Guide. 


Qualem enen etiam 4103 etiam afpi ce, 
ne mox 


 Incutiont aliena tibi Peccata pudorem.. 


Under this Exigency, the Marquis cc con- 
cluded on making himſelf known, and 
writing to France for Recommendations; 
accordingly ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinc- 
tion received Letters from France, all 

ſpeak- 
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| ſpeaking ſtrongly in his Favour, and fer- 
ting forth his Sufferings in ſuch a Light, 
mm to ſhew. that he deſerved the Eſteem 
and Protection of all Friends to Virtue. 
N Some Letters came under his Addreſs, and 
were accompanied with Remittances, which 
could not but be extremely welcome to 
him. His new Acquaintance perſuading 
him to remove from Paddington, as at too 
great a Diſtance from London, he was re- 
commended to board with Mrs. Bacon, 
a Widow Gentlewoman, at Marybone. 
Marybone being a Place of Reſort, the 
Marquis was at no Loſs for Company; 
the various Countries he had ſeen, with 
the different Tranſactions, both publick 
and private, he had been concerned in, 
together with his Politeneſs and Talent for 
_ » Converſation, made every Perſon of Taſte 
in the Neighbourhood, fond of his Com- 


pany. 


Mr. de Aae his Countryman, of 
a moſt ſprightly Wit, and an uncommon 
Compaſs of Knowledge, was one of the firſt 
with whom he entered into any Connec- 
tion; to him the Marquis gave a true 
Account of all his Misfortunes, and ex- 
* his Impatience to juſtify himſelf 
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at the French Court, from the Prejudices too 


many had conceived againſt him. Mr. de 
Montignac, who was not without fome Ex - 
perience of the World, after ſympathyzing 


with him on the firſt Head, adviſed him 
as to the ſecond, to proceed with Mode- 
ration, but that if he was for juſtifying 
himſelf, it was proper to- addrefs himſelf 
to ſome. Perſon of Power at the French 


(Court, who could take upon him to pre- 


ſent his Petition to the King, and · ſecond 


it with the Miniſtry ; but principally to 


avoid any Thing that looked like Invec- 


tive againſt his Perſecutors, or reflecting 


on. Monſieur de St. FPlorentin; in a Word, 
to be ſo much upon his Guard, as that 


no Hold could be laid on * Words. 


Monſieur Robert, a near Relation of the 
Sieur de Montignac was preſent, and 


ſtrengthened the foregoing Advice, with 


ſuch Solidity of reaſoning, that the Mar- 


quis was not wanting to perceive in him, 


all the Qualities that conſtitute the va- 
luable Friend; and from that Time they 


formed a Kind 45 a Triumvirate in Friend- 


ſhip. This was no flender Comfort to 
the Marquis, for Monſieur de Montignac, 
having been above thirty Years in Eng- 
land, had a N Knowledge of the 


Laws. 
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Laws and Uſages of that Nation; and 


the Sieur Robert, though his Reßidende 
in the Iſland was of a muck ſhorter Date, 


by his Application to make himſelf Maſ- 


ter of the Language, and of the Laws 


and Methods of Proceedure relating to 
the moſt uſual Cafes, he could not 
have entered into a Friendſhip with two 
Perſons fitter to be his Counſellors and 
Comforters under his continual Appre- 


henſion; for the Marquis never imagined 


himſelf any where abſolute in Safety, after 


ſuch Methods as had been uſed to work 


his Deſtruction. He had been dragged in 


Spain, from a Place ſacred by the Laws 


of that Country, and feared, that it might 
be much eafier for his Enemies to make 
themſelves Mafters of him, in a Country 
where there is. no conſecrated Azylum. 
Theſe Gentlemen put him in Heart again, 
by letting him know, that the whole World 
did not afford a Country of truer Freedom 


than that whoſe Air they then breathed ; 


that he might come and go, take his Di- 
verſions, or indulge himſelf in Retirement 
as he pleaſed, that he had no Room to 
be the leaſt uneaſy ; that whoever he was, 


who ſhould dare to make the leaſt At- 


tempt upon 22 Fee was a dead Man 
E 
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by the Laws of the Kingdom; and that 
the Temper of the People was ſuch, they 
would prevent the Execution of the Law 
by tearing him to Pieces. Theſe Infor- 
mations ſo far ſatisfied the Marquis, that 
an unuſual Chearfulneſs was perceived i in 
all his Behaviour, and inſpirited him ſo far 
as to wait upon the Marquis, ſince Duke 
ae Mirepoix, then Ambaſſador from France 
to the Court of England. This Nobleman 
received his firſt Viſit with that Affa- 
bility and Politeneſs, which charms all 
who have the Honour to approach him ; 
but upon the Marquis's repeating. his Vi- 
fit, this fincere Miniſter ſaid to him, 
You muſt not take it amiſs, but for your own 
Sake, forbear theſe Viſits ; beſides, as your 
Father is known to me, and I am charged 
nb the Affairs of his moſt. Chriſtian Ma- 
Jeſty, it is not proper, that I ſhould ſee you, 
neither is there any Neceſſity fer it: You are 
| bere in England, @ Country where nothing 
| amiſs can bappen to you. If this Anſwer | 
was in ſome Reſpects not very pleaſing 
to the Marquis, that was 8 ted by 


the Confirmation it gave of his Security 
in England. | 


Now delivered hs all n ions 
| by theſe 8 of an Ambaſſador, the 


Mar- 


* 
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Marquis entered upon the Point he had 
ſo much at Heart; and contrary to the 
former Advice of his moſt diſtinguiſned 
Friends, he fell to compoſing Memoirs 
and drawing up Petitions; but, wanting 
a Hand for copying them, he ſpoke of it 
to Monſieur de Montignac, who recom- 


mended to him a Fellow, I can call him 


no better, whole Name was Dages de Sou- 
chard; it was not the beſt Turn which ever 
that Gentleman did the Marquis, in pro- 
viding him with ſuch an Amanuenſis: 

The Occaſion which had drove this Dages 
into England, was of ſo flagitious a Na- 
ture, as if known, would have rendered 
him the Deteſtation of every Man of com- 
mon Virtue; therefore it is to be ſuppo- 
ſed, that his inſinuating Ways had de- 
ceived Mr. de Montignac, as they had 
many others of higher Rank. This Fel- 
low had taken upon him the Name of 
Dages de Souchard, with the Title of Baron; 
adding, that he was born a Proteſtant, 
and that it was a Diſcovery of religious 


Meetings held at his Houſe, which had 


obliged him to fly his Country, judging 
Liberty abroad preferable to Impriſonment 
at home; whereas he was no other than 


the Son of the Sieur Souchard, a Lawyer 


of Libourne, a Town of Provence, where 
E 6 all 
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all his Family were known to live in the 
Holy Catholick and Apoſtolick Roman 


Faith; and that, as for himſelf, his true 


Name was Father Souchard, a Cordelier, 
at Merac, from whence he had run away 
with a Girl of the Name of du Tau, 
who with her Mother, uſed to waſh for 
the Convent, and both known to be good 
Catholicks, though the young one was 
unhappily ſeduced by this Wretch ; ſhe 
alſo was in England, made to paſs for a 
Proteſtant, that they might the more eaſily 
partake of the Charities which in that 
liberal Nation are aligned to foreign Pro- 
res.. a 


To this unworthy Man, but recom-. 
mended by one of the worthieſt, the Mar- 
quis unfortunately intruſted Aer Par- 
ticular of his Affairs; yet, it little 
ſhort of Infatuation, that * ſhould 
have approved of a diffuſe Memorial, 
which this new Secretary had drawn up 
to be diſtributed at the Court of France. 
I haye read it; it is the moſt paltry Jum- 
ble of Bombaſt, that ever appeared on 


Paper, conſequently it may well be thought, 


that it was Matter of Triumph to his 
Enemies, and of the deepeſt Concern to his 
TDs, © that he ſhould have ſent 
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ſuch* a Piece to be delivered to all the 
Perſons of Eminence at the Court of 
Verſailles, and even to his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty himſelf; this Memorial was fur- 


ther ſucceeded by ſome. ſhorter Pieces, but 


equally valuable for Reaſoning and Elo- 


uence ; it was Affliction enough to me, 


that theſe were ſent, without expoſing my 


Friends Indiſcretion, by inſerting them. In 
the unlimited Confidence into which this 


Dages had wormed himſelf, he gave him 


a Detail of the many Injuries and Hard- 
ſhips he had ſuffered, the Occaſion of his 
Father's Spight againſt him, his ſeveral 
Artifices for ruining him at any Rate; 
and often told him, that his Father was 
ſo bent on his Deſtruction, that if he 
could compaſs it for 100,000 Livres, he 
would not even grudge ſo large a Sum. 
Is it ſo! thought Dages, this then is my 


Time, and I will take care not to let it 


flip; ſuch or worſe, it may be concluded, 


were this Villain's Thoughts ; for he was 


no ſooner got into the Son's Secrets, than 
he wrote to the Father, who did not fail 
to ſend him a ſpeedy Anſwer. This run- 


away Monk, had not been ſparing of 
mighty Promiſes in his Letter; but to 
truſt a Man, whom one knows no farther 
than by Letter, is not uſual, and the 


Fa- 
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Father, old Bertin, was not very forward 
in in truſting any one. 


| bee however, took care to keep in 
with the Marquis; and for this, he had 
two very powerful Motives, the firſt was, 
that the frequent Gratuities he received 
from him for writing and other Services, 
might not be diſcontinued; the ſecond 
was, as to its ultimate End, not different 
from the former, being to get out of the 
Marquis, all his Proceedings and Inten- 
tions, in order to inform the Father of them ; 


thus making Money of both Parties, the 


Father rewarding all his little Informa- 
tions concerning the Behaviour, Manner of 


Living, and Talk of his Son, with half 


a Louis under the Seal of every Letter. 
I muſt not omit to mention, that after ex- 
changing a few Letters, he roundly made 
to the Sieur Bertin, the ſame Overture 


which Judas did to the Fews, What will 
yon give me, and Tl deliver him to you, 


and that the Sieur Bertin relifhed ſuch an 
Offer, and ſent an encouraging Anſwer 
to it; but in the Sequel, I ſhall have 
a further Occaſion. to give a fuller 
Account of the Correſpondence betwixt 
| theſe two Conſpirators, one animated by 
Rancour, and the other aiming to turn 
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| that Rancour to his Advantage. When 1 | 


come to ſpeak of that execrable Breach 
of all Laws, the Rape of the Marquis. 


1 ſhall then produce Pieces too evident to 
be diſowned, whoſe Dates and Signatures 
prove their Genuineneſs. In the mean Time, 


not to diſorder the Thread of this Hiſtory, 
I reſume the Facts which preceded, and 


were introductory to that fatal Event. 


The Marquis who had received no Ac- 


count of all his Petitions, Memoirs, and 


Remonſtrances which had been ſent to 


the Court of France, concluded that ſuch 
a Neglect muſt ariſe from ſome groſs De- 
fects in the Compoſition ; and making his 


Suſpicions known to Monſieur de Mon- 


tignac, he engaged to procure him a bet- 
ter Hand; and as this Gentleman is very 


officious in providing for Frenchmen at 


their firſt coming to London, eſpecially, if 
bringing with them creditable Recommen- 
dations for their Honeſty, or who could 
give him Proofs of their Capacittes, it 
is to be ſuppoſed, that he was ſeldom 


without ſome Subject or other to pro- 


vide for. 


A Counſellor of the firſt Parliament of 
France, whom partly his own Candour 
and 


—— — 


S ITT EET 


3 

N . 

+ 
12 
0 fo 1 
iT 
a || 
$4 
a 

* 

1 

A 

25 
BY 

F 

2 

* 
= 


Ls (88) 


and Facility, and partly the Uhaccdüntable 
Malice of a Relation, as I have been aſ- 
ſured, had plunged into an Abyſs of Mis- 


fortunes; and who by a Lettre de Cachet, 
moſt unjuſtly obtained, had been baniſhed 
to a City of Provence; in this Situation, not 


knowing what lengths Rancour might car- 
ry thoſe, who unprovoked, could go fo far, 
withdrew out of the Kingdom to London: 


Upon his Arrival he was recommended for 


Lodging to one Mr. Pariſet, in Church- 


| frreet, St. Anne's Soho; and to him, after a 


few Days Acquaintance, the Counſellor 
made known his Caſe, and to what he 
deſigned to turn himſelf 3 in that Country : 

Pariſot told him, he would recommend 
him to the Sieur de Montignac, the Man 
of all the World, the fitteſt for him to 
be acquainted with. This was readily - 
agreed to and performed ; the Sjeur de 


Montignac received the Counſellor with a 


ſincere. Politeneſs,. offering , him his Ser- 
vices in any. Particular he mould pitch 


upon. 


It was not long before the Counſellor 
Paid a ſecond Viſit to the Sieur de Mon- 
Hignac, to whom he then declared the Place 
of his Birth, 5 ie the whole De- 


tail 
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tail of his Life; and at the ſame Time 
preſented him with two Books of his 
writing, as Specimens of the Turn of 
his Genius, leaving it to the Sieur de Mon- 
tignac, to judge in what Station he ſhould 
recommend him. This had a very happy 
Effect, for the Sieur de Montignac, judging 
from the reading of a few Pages, that 
they were the produce of a Man of Senſe, 
Learning, and Virtue, determined in him- 
ſelf to leave no Stone unturned to fix 
him ſuitably to his Merit, and to give 
him an immediate Proof of it, he men- 
tioned the Marquis de Fratteaux's Affair 
to him; the Counſellor conciſely delivered 
his Sentiments on it, which appeared ſo ju- 
dicious to Monſieur de Montignac, that he 
ſaid to the Counſellor, I muſt bring you 


and the Marquis acquainted, you muſt be 
his Secretary. 


The very next Day, the Marquis cal- 
led upon the Sieur de Montignac: He 
immediately ſaid to him: Now I ſhall 
make you amends for that Blunderer, 
Dages, by recommending to you ſuch a 
Man as— But you yourſelf ſhall be the 
Judge only ; look' into thoſe two Books, 
the Perſon I mean is the Author of them. 

| TI he 
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The Sieur de Montignac returning after he 
had dreſſed himſelf: Ay, ſaid the Mar- 
quis, this is a Man indeed, pray bring us 
together as ſoon as you can. You may 
depend on his ſeeing of you To- morrow, 
anſwered the other: Accordingly, the next 
Day the Counſellor went out to Marybone, 
with a recommendatory Note from the 
Sieur de Montignac; the Marquis was ſo 
taken with his Converſation, and the na- 
tural Air of Probity which ſhewed itſelf 
in him, that he made no Difficulty to in- 
truſt him with a conſiderable Part of his 
Papers, in order to draw up a Memorial 
and Petition. After this, the Counſellor 
and his Client, regularly ſaw one another 
twice a Week, and the Marquis's Eſteem 
for his new Secretary increaſed with every 
Viſit; ſo that tho' hitherto he had not dared 


to truſt any one, never going Abroad without 


a Man to attend him as a Guard, yet with 
the Counſellor alone, he reckoned himſelf 
ſafe any where, and often took many re- 
tired Walks with him. The Counſellor 
was his Achates, and well-worthy of all his 
Efteem and Confidence; for as he exerted 
his Abilities to place the Marquis's Affair 
in the moſt convictive· Light, he alſo would 
not have failed to have exerted his Cou- 
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rage in defending his Perſon from any In- 
ſult. The firſt Memorial which the Coun- 
ſellor drew, the Marquis communicated 


to Monſieur de Montignac, who felt a live- 


ly Pleaſure that he had been an Inftru- 
ment of ſome good to a Man of ſuch 
Capacity, and had introduced to the Mar- 
quis one ſo capable of retrieving his Af- 


fairs, if it was to be done by Reaſoning 


and Language; but ſome ſudden Inci- 


dents falling out about this Time, occa- 


ſioning this Piece to be CO I for- 
bear inſerting it. 


The Sea lber was deſired to ſet about 


a ſecond Repreſentation not of ſuch a 


Length as the former, in order to obtain 


A Trial; whereas the former entered into 
Aa Detail of the whole Affair from the | 


firſt Riſe of it, on his Choice of a mi- 
litary Life to his preſent Exile, and was 
to have been delivered into. the Hands of 


the King himſelf, This ſecond was for 


the Chancellor, and ſent by fate. Hands 
to its Deſtination, but no anſwer of any 


_ Kind came. Upon this the Marquis pro- 


poſed to the Counſellor, that they ſhould 


return to the Charge by a freſh Petition to 
the ſame eminent Perſonage ; but it ſeems 


tt 
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to have met with the like Reception as the 
former. Under this Diſappointment, the 
Counſellor perceiving the Marquis to be 
ſenſibly affected, propoſed to him, that a k 
Petition to the King ſhould be drawn up | 
pretty much in the Form of the firſt, and 

that Endeavours ſhould be uled to have it 
preſented by a Hand, whe had Generoſity 
enough to recommend it, and Intereſt e- 
nough to enforce it. This being agreed 

on, the Counſellor fell to work, and in a 

few Days produced the Petition, which 

like the two former, was thought capable 
of very good Effects. Two Copies 11 
were made out, one for his Majeſty, and 
the other for the Miniſter for Foreign Af- 
fairs. Whether the others actually ever i 
came into the Hands to whom they were 
deſigned, is not abſolutely certain, and on 

that Account I have omitted them; but 

being aſſured, from my own Hearing, that 

this Repreſentation was ſeen by his Maje- 

ſty, and much talked of in the ne 
Room. I ſhall 8 . Geil ae 
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„Marquis de Fratteaux, moſt hum- 
bly repreſents to your Majeſty, that du- 


ring a long Courſe of Years, he has un- 
dergone from his Family, and their 
corrupted Inſtruments, a moſt unjuſt Per- 
ſecution, and in We Circumſtances un- 
precedented; proper Means have 
been omitted by ho Petitioner, for ju- 
ſtifying himſelf, and putting an End to 
all Differences; but though in ſome no 
inconſiderable Points, he was willing to 


recede from the Claims of Birth; all his 


Overtures were rejected, and greater 
Lengths have been un. The Good- 


neſs of 'one of your Majeſty's Miniſters 


has been impoſed on, and by Allega- 
tions of the groſſeſt Calumny, an Or- 
der obtained for ſeizing the Petitioner 
in any Part of your Majeſty' s King- 
dom, that thus he might be conveyed 
to ſome obſcure Priſon, there to linger 
away his Life. The Scope of ſuch a 
Meaſure is apparent: Thus would he 
be totally debarred from all the Means 
of juſtifying himſelf; but this alſo is 
a no leis manifeſt Argument of their 
Guilt, it being never ſeen, that Equity 
and a Deſire of Peace, makes uſe of 
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Fraud and Violence. The Adverſaries 
of the Petitioner are conſcious, that an 


Inquiry into this Myſtery of complica- 


ted Wickedneſs, would bring them un- 


der the redoubted Hand of Juſtice : But 


Sire, It is not here that we ſhould lay 
before your Majeſty thoſe ſhocking 
Facts which muſt give Pain to ahl 
who feel for human Nature. Theſe 
are deſigned to fill a ſeparate Memorial; 
enormous of themſelves, it will appear 
ſtill more amazing, that a Son, and a 
Son who has not been wanting to give 
ſingular Proofs of his Duty, ſhould ex- 
hibit any ſuch Charge, againſt a living 
Father, ſtimulated by ſome Villains, and 
hiring others; tis only the worſt of Ex- 
treams, Loſs of Character, and Baniſh-- 
ment from his dear Country, which 
could have prevailed upon him to com- 
municate to the Publick ſuch a Detail 


as may be thought by many, a Viola- 


tion of the Regard, Tenderneſs, and 
Submiſſion due to Parents, the Miniſters 
of divine Providence towards their 
Children; they are certainly entitled to 
the moſt lively Acknowledgements, and 
an uniform Homage; as ſuch they are 


| likewiſe ſupreme Legiſlators in their 


Families, where their Counſels and Or- 
5289" 5 ders, 
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ce PING whilſt not manifeſtly oppoſite to 


the Laws of their Country and Reli- 


ec gion, are to be by their Children ac- 
« counted ſacred as Oracles. 


c Such, Sire, are our Sentiments ; this 
ce is our Idea of the large Extent of pater- 
„ nal Power: But whence is its Riſe, 


„ and on what is its Foundation but 


© the generally juſt Opinion of their 
© ſuperior Wiſdom, and of their Ten- 
derneſs? 'tis from a Suppoſition ; 
would to God it was without Excep- 
e tion! that they will uſe this Autho- 
ce rity only for the Benefit of their Family, 

* Paterna pietas optimum conſilium pro li- 
beris capit. On this Expectation ſtands 
the Baſis of their Power; it is ſuch 
Prudence, and ſuch parental Tenderneſs 
which alone ſhew the Father to the 
* World ; and by which the Happineſs 
and Proceedings of Children are to be 
decided; there is a large Reciprocation 
* of Duties, without which the Tye diſ- 
* ſolves; and 'tis to your Majeſty, as the 
* common Father, that they are alike ac- 
* countable for any Breach of them ; *tis 
before your . auguſt Tribunals, that 
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* humble — and ſubmit to all 
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the Weight of any Sentence which they 
ſhall pronounce on any Abuſe of an Au- 


thority, of which they are only the De- 


poſitaries. Your Majeſty therefore will 
not be ſurprized, that the Petitioner now 


deſtitute in a foreign Country, and 


who hitherto has been unable to obtain 
any - Juſtification, of his Character, or 
any Allowance tor his perſonal Support, 


amidſt the moſt manifeſt Proofs of his 


Innocence, acknowledged by Perſons di- 


ſtinguiſhed for their Rank, Judgment, 


and Virtue ; your Majeſty, 1 foo; will 


not be ſurprized, that under ſuch Ig- 


nominy and Diſtreſs, your Petitioner 


ſhould throw himſelf at the Feet of 


that Prerogative, which is the ſure Azy- 
lum of the oppreſſed. Theſe Things 


conſidered, Sire, may your Majeſty be 
graciouſly pleaſed, to appoint ſuch a 
Commiſſion, as in your great Wiſdom, 


ſhall be thought proper, agreeably to 


the Requeſt of Madam de Cugnac, in 
order that all Conteſts betwixt the Pe- 
titioner, his Family, and others, may | 
be equitably terminated; and in the 
mean Time, till the hoe mentioned 


unhappy Affairs be compoſed, may the 
reſent Sufferings of one who bore, and 


who hopes did not ä 42 Ma- 
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| jefty's Commiſſion, move your Majeſty - 

| cc _— you will be pleaſed to order a year- 
ly Penſion of 10,000 Livres, payable 
1 c quarterly at London, and your Petitioner 
| <« for this Relief of his Miſery and Jan ö 
| « fication of his Character, ſhall pra 
that Heaven would bleſs your Majeſty,” 


T bi Pen being ſigned by the Mar- 
. quis de Fratteaux and his Counſellor, was 
{ent to Court about the 15th of January 

1751, and on the goth of the ſame Month, 
followed by a ſhort Memorial to the Mi- 
niſters of France, and ſeveral Perſons of 
Diſtinction; of which I ſhall here inſert . 
or three Fragments. | 
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. I could have wiſhed that the F * 
© exhibited in a Memorial which I ſhall 
© ſoon offer to the Publick, could have 
been buried in eternal Oblivion; but 
« Duty to myſelf and the Publick, and 
'*: the Neceſſity of an Apology forces me 
to it, as the only Means left to un 
deceive many well-meaning. Minds, to 
© bring forth Guilt from its moſt ſecret” 
J Receſſes, and to place Innocence and 
Injuſtice in their juſt Point of View z* 
yet ſhall all this be done without any. 
2 Violation of filial Duty.. I ſhall attack 
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— 11 © neither Father nor Relations; the Aſſer- 
— | tion of my Rights, ſhall ' be the only 
| Point I touch on, and whilſt I offer my "| 
1 < Cauſe to the Conſideration of his Ma- 
1 6. jeſty, and of the moſt reſpectable Per- 
i! © ſons in the Kingdom, with a proper 
Þ 5 © Strength of Style and Argument, I ſhall 
4 } © be careful never to inforce them with 
19 c the leaſt Particular which may offend 
=. that Reſpect, which I acknowledge I ſtill 
wy © owe to thoſe, of whom it is a great g- 
41 - © pravation of my Misfortunes to com- 
100 1 ſhall give, and with the moſt reli- 
Sh © gious Truth, a Detail of my Behaviour 
F ever ſince my ſixteenth Year, both when 
i} © in the Service, and living at Home with 
| my Father. . 
I! I -ſhall next enter upon the mean In- 
1. ©: ſults. put upon me; the Artifices, the 
© Violences of the unjuſt Perſecution raiſed 
| ©. againſt me, the dreadful Impriſonments I 
4 have ſuffered, and all without any legal 
1 Trial; but what is worſe, by corrupted 
i. © Evidences and the Sentence of a ſham 
| | Tribunal, acting with ar unprecedented 
| Effrontery. I ſhall not omit the Hardſhips 
I have ſuffered in other Countries, and 
| t | theſe 
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theſe embittered by a Senſe that they re- 
flected ſome Diſgrace on my own: I ſhall 


lay open the implacable Cruelty of my 
Perſecutors, withhoiding from me that 


Income which is my Birthright; that were 


I not in a Country where Perſons of Rank 
are as generous as they are wealthy, I 
ſhould have been reduced to the utmoſt 
Diſtreſs. I ſhall produce the moſt ſatis- 
factory Vouchers, that ſuch has been the 
Audaciouſneſs ot my Enemies, which, 
however, will ſcarce be believed, as to give 
out that their Villainy owes its Succeſs to 
the Countenance of a Lady, who makes the 
greateſt Figure at the Court of France. 


Lagſtly, I mall trace the Flagitiouſneſs of 
my Enemies through all its Sinuoſities, 
and ſhall contraſt them with convictive 
Proofs, not only of my Innocence, but of 


the warmeſt Zeal for the Welfare and 


Honour of my Family.” 


The Marquis's chief End in this Me- 


morial, was to prepare the Minds of the 
Courtiers for his fuller Narrative and Apo- 
logy, which was deſigned to be printed, 

after it had been delivered in at the Court 


of France; and this it was not proper to 


do, till a Commiſſion of Enquiry had been 
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appointed. He entertained, indeed, a ſe- 
cret Hope, that his Enemies finding him 
puſhing in a right Place, for the Deci- 
ſion of his Cauſe, might from Prudence 
be brought to make ſome Offers, and 
they muſt have been very unreaſonable 
ones, with which he would not have com- 
plied; but it proved quite the contrary ; 
informed of his Procedures, they fell to 
work to countermine him ; Notice of 
which was ſent him from France, with 
ſuch Particulars, as could not allow him 
to doubt, that his Enemies would run all 

Lengths. Upon this, as his laſt Reſource, 
he determined -to lay before his Majeſt 

the Injuries done him, and the Reltlel. 
neſs of his Enemies, Part of which was as 


2, To the King, 


— 


AIRE, were not the Adverſaries of 
the Sieur de Fratteaux loſt not only 
to all Senſe of Honour, but alſo of 
Humanity; the Petition lately offered 
to your Majeſty, could not have failed 
to have procured him Juſtice; but what- 
ever may have been your Majeſty's gra- 
cious Intentions, they have been * 
C di- 
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diverted by the moſt infidious Arts e 
And the ' Perſecution now rages with 
redoubled Rancour. Upon the ſame 
Principles as the former, he is obliged 


to make. * ſecond Addreſs to your 
Majeſty.” 


c 
C 
4 
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C. 
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In this, the Ps: fuccin@ly 8 | 
into a Detail of the Perſecutions he had 
ſuffered, the Crimes with which he was 
charged, and the Artifices made Uſe of 
to ſupport the Charge, and many other 
Facts and Circumſtances, which as men- 
tioned in the Courſe of the Hiſtory, I here 
omit. The Cloſe of one of the additional 
Fenn was as lolo 


It ſhall be proved in a Series Xt plain 
Inſtances, that at Court, at Paris, at 
Guienne, and throughout moſt of the 
Kingdom, there is not a BOdy, a Communi- 
ty, a Society, I might add, a Family, and 
even not the Royal excepted, with whoſe 
Character, Situation, and Procedures, 
this Family has not taken very perni- 
cious Freedoms: It is incredible how 
buſy theſe People have been in prying 
into, ſitting and ſlandering the Beha- 
viour of all Ranks of People; they ſeem 
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* to have taken a ſtrange Kind of Pride i in 
« theſe peſtilential Diſcourſes.” 


Indeed after ſuch determined Barbarity 


to a Relation, there was no great Room to 
think, that the pureſt Virtue, and the 


moſt amiable Qualities, could ſecure from 


their Aſſaults. 


au theſe Remonſtrances were tranſmit- 
ted to the Court of France, not only to 
his Majeſty, but the Miniſtry, many other 
high Officers, and to ſeveral Perſons of 


Authority in the Provinces. After wait- 


ing a long Time for an Anſwer, the Mar- 
quis de Fratteaux, ſent Letters to a great 
Number of the Nobility, both Eccleſiaſti- 
cal and Lay, written with a juſt Temper 


of Spirit and Reſpect; the moſt remark- 
able of which, I ſhall heve ſet down, The 


firſt was to the Marchioneſs de Pom - 
Padour. | 


lulu, 


O do not know it, or you could 
not bear that in the Face of, and 
to the Scandal of all Europe, in whoſe 
Eſteem you ſtand ſo high, my Adver- 
* {aries 


. 
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Ch  / ER 
ſaries ſhould boaſt, and I have the plain- 
eſt Proofs of it, that it is by your Means 


his Majeſty's gracious Intentions towards 


me are hindered from taking Effect, 
that it is you who diſſuade him from 
appointing the Commiſſion for whieh 
] petitioned ; though it is the Concern 
of his own Honour, . as well as the Re- 
dreſs of my Grigvances, - To put the 
King upon rejecting the Petition of the 
Nobility of Guienm, to make him as it 
were connive at the Deſign of clapping 
me up cloſe Priſoner in France, where it 


is ſuppoſed my Wretchedneſs will at laſt 


force me to ſeek Retuge, is what I can- 


not think of you. 


Madame, your Wiſdom would not 
expoſe you to the general Obloquy, 28 


your Goodneſs would abhor , being an 
Accomplice of Guilt; give Madam, at 
once, an illuſtrious Proof of both: ſe- 


cond my Petition, that his Majeſty would 


appoint Judges for terminating a Caſe 
which has loaded me with Miſery and 
Reproach ; it is a Favour which will do 
you Honour, and the only one I ſhall 
ever aſk, I am Madam, your moſt re- 
pectful Servant, L. M. Bertin, Marquis 
de Fratteaux. 4 ID: 

I . Ano- 


| FOE ot State. 


aun . 5 Bon 3 — # | P 2 "Sk 4 4 X 
„ a aA „„ „ na nn a A ar 4 «„ a a © A @ 


(104) 


3 to the Count at Se. Hrn, 


— 


AHE late Memorial Which I was 1 


der a Neceſſity of laying before the 
Court, could not but demonſtrate to you, 


that I have gone thro' Variety of Suffer- 


ings and very undeſervedly; if at firſt 
your Religion was ſurprized under the 
Umbrage of an old Acquaintance, ſure 


your Inflexibility is not ſuch, that there 


is no hope of my being heard. I can- 


not think, Sir, but you are by this Time 


convinced of my Innocence, and the na- 
tural Conſequence of ſuch Conviction is 
at leaſt no longer to countenance any 
Meaſures againſt me, or rather in ſome 


Degree to repair the Injuries I have ſuf- 
tered. This may effectually be done, 


my Lord, if you will be pleaſed to in- 


terpoſe your Authority, that my Caſe 
may be brought to a Trial; or if that 
be not allowed within ſix Months, to 
permit me to publiſh the whole in Print. 
And hereupon, give me leave to obſerve 
to vous that if ile my Father is liv- 


ing 


( 105 ) 
ing my preſent Petition be granted, 


the Rupture may be cloſed in ſuch a 
Manner, as to remove all the Scandal 


therto cauſed ; it is ſomething ſingular 
© that a friendleſs Perſon ſhould ſolicit a 
Trial; were I conſcious of any Guilt, 
© it would be my Intereſt that Things 
© ſhould remain as they are. I have the 
* Honour of being, Sir, Sc.“ 


& 
< which ſuch a Family Difference has hi- 
c 


3 to Monſieur Patron of the 
Intendant of Rouffllon, 


SIR, 


HOUGH any Requeſt as to 
, _ myſelf might -poſſibly avail but 
little; yet may ſomething be eee 
from one which more relates to 

C Brother, the Intendant of Rowfjillon, Sho 
is ſ@ happy as to have you for a Pa- 
© tron; therefore I entreat you, Sir, that 
© you will tell him, and with a Seriouſneſs 
* which you cannot but be ſenſible the 
Subject deferves, that he can bring 
my Father and me together, as Father 
and Son ought to meet; or that he ought 
to Join his Endeavours with mine, to 
F 5 q Ding: 
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* bring to a fair Trial an Affair which, 


PPTP 


K W 4 4 


in whatever Light i it be viewed, reflects 
a ſevere Diſgrace upon the Family; elſe, 
I am determined to expoſe him through- 
out all Europe, as the Incendiary of this 
Plot againſt my Life and Fortune; it is 
what I am reduced to, and let this 
prove, that if I do bring Infamy upon 


him, his own Obſtinacy and Wicked- 


neſs are to blame; there is _— 
which he can with any Grace refu 

you ; though I have no particular claim 
that you ſhould grant .me this Requeſt, 
except that Benevolence which is due 
to all. I have the Honour of beings 


.. 


Another to the Archbiſop of Sens. | 


XCUSE, my Lord, the Freedom 
of this Application, which is, both 
on account of the Biſhop of Perigueux, 
your Nephew, and myſels to deſire you 
would tell him, rather to lay birhſelf 
out in procuring me a Commiſſion of 


Enquiry, than in defaming me ; having 
undoubted Information, from rance, that 


he ſtimulates the Family againſt * 


5 to any Terms with me; though God 


knows 


my (107) | 

© knows that is but throwing Oil into 
< a Fire, which -blazed before with too 
great a Vehemence. What I aſk of him, 
is the eſſential Obligation of his State: 
Can any Thing be imagined more out 
© of Character, than an Eccleſiaſtic fo- 
menting Diſcord. I know that a Word 
of his, will go a great Way with my. 
Father, and if he does not uſe his In- 
« fluence in the Manner becoming a Chriſ- 
© tian Prieſt, I ſhall, by Way of Repriſal, 


< inſert his Name in the . which 


* I am about publiſhing, to expoſe the 
© Injuſtice and Venom of my Perſecutors. 
* A Regard for your Grace, has ſome 
© Share in making this Overture to him, 
and if rejected, this Letter will be printed 
© asa Voucher, that J was for being upon 
good Terms with him. I repeat my Re- 


* queſt, and have the Honour of being, 
Sc. | 


Another to the firſt Preſident of the 
Parliament of Bourdeaux. 


e 


UR Family being born under your 
J a I bg the Liberty to 


ap- 
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© * 2pply to you relating to a Prieſt, who is 


* * N * 


* , 8 170 _ * % . J 4 p * * 4 4 k g , 
R 0 & «a r Th GK M M M M M a 6 6A A 


% 


K _ BG 


one of your Body; the Abbe Bertin, 


"© Grand Vicar of Perigueux, and Counſel- 
lor. of your Parliament: I deſire you as 
an intimate Friend of that Abbe, of my 
Father and of Monſieur de Tourney In- 
tendant of Guienne, to prevail upon them 
that a Trial may be ordered to clear my 


Innocence, or bring me to the Puniſh- 
ment I am ſaid to deſerve ; otherwiſe 
I ſhall be ſo far under a Neceſſity of 
doing myſelf Juſtice as to publiſh a 
Memorial, laying open every Particular 
of their Roan towards me; their 
3 and Cruelties, their brib- 
Evidences, and conſtituting incom- 
IM Judges. You, Sir, who are known 
to abound in good Works, ſave them 
that ſhame; and me the Pain of bei 


inſtrumental to it. Our Family has al- 


ways enjoyed your Eſteem, and from this 
I the rather promiſe myſelf, that your 


Endeavours will not be wanting to 
den, its Credit and ene 
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Another to che Biſhop of Ren. 


My Lord, | M7 
T TPON my Flight into Spain, you 


received me with the Cordiality 


ot a Chriſtian Prelate, and the Candour 
of a Gentleman who gives his Advice 


plainly, and is above Equivocation; you 
told me I ſhould be laid hold on, and 
I was ; your Behaviour to me in that 
critical Juncture I have often thought on 
with a great deal of Complacency; and 
it gives me to hope, that you will ſave 
one of your venerable Order from in- 
volving himſelf in a very heinous Scan- 
dal; this is no other than the Biſhop 


of Vannes my Brother. Nothing have 
J omitted to dehort this infatuated Man 


from forcing me, both on Account of 
my Character and Subſiſtence, to expoſe 
him as one who inſtigates my Father 
againſt me. I have conjured him by 
the Ties of Nature, and by the Sacred- 
neſs of the Prieſthood ; I would flatter 
myſelf that now you are at Rennes, where 
Meſſrs. de Francheville, de la Briffe, and 


de Volvire, have known me to be tho- 


1 


. *% 
- 


8 roughly 


61 
if roughly attached to Religion, conſider- 
* ing him as your Brother, you will in- 
* duce him to endeavour that this Fa- 


* mily-Conteſt may be terminated by a fair 
Hearing; my Father will be as com- 


« plying with any Thing he ſays, as he 
© himſelf ought to be with any Intimation 
from your Lordſhip. In Expectation 
of this moſt deſired of all Favours, 
I account it an Honour to be, my 


4 Lord, Se.“ 


Another to Monſieur de Cubjac. 
UBFAC, do not be made a Fool 


* of any longer, take this laſt Warn- 
< ing: Have I not told thee over and over 


that if thou continueſt to ſtand out againſt 
my reaſonable Propoſals, thy Name, and 
that of my perverle Siſters, ſhould ſtand 
in the Lift of thoſe who have joined to 


= a. * 


ruin me, being upon publiſhing to all 


Europe a Memorial of the whole Affair? 


„Still it is in 17 Power to prevent that 


Infamy; but if thou delayeſt to inſiſt 


« with my Father, that judges be appoint- 
ed for deciding this Family-Affair, do 
© not take it amiſs, if I ſet thee down in 


d the black Liſt; and in Reality, who pr 


— * 


5 


— 
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all my Family has not been my Perſe- 


cepted. I hope ſoon to have the Plea- 
ſure of hearing that thou haſt not loſt 
all thy good Nature, and that thou wilt 
be the Peace- maker of the Family. In 
the mean Time, honeſt Kinſman, fare- 
well.” 


The Multitude of Letters which the 
Marquis ſent to the ſame Purpoſe, prove his 
Impatience to bring Things to a Hearing, 
which muſt be accounted a ſtrong Mark 
of his Innocence, but the Torrent was 
againſt him. The Father's Preſence and 
Intereſt were too hard for Juſtice, the Run 
of Prejudice is generally in favour of Su- 
periors, even when Fallacy or Abſurdity 
flows from their Mouths ; whilſt Truth 


and Senſe are diſregarded in an Inferior. 
Still the Marquis was from Time to Time 


renewing his Sollicitations, hoping that his 
extraordinary Perſeverance might at length 


| ſtart ſome Thought in his Favour. 


To all thefe Petitions, Letters,-and Re- 


preſentations, of which I have only given 
the moſt important, ſucceeded a very eFplicit 


and nervous Memorial in which the Coun- 


ſellor exerted all his Abilities, and this 


cutor, the good mortified Carmelite ex- 


min) 

was to be preſented at the Court of France 
immediately upon the Nomination of 
 Comuuſſioners; it contained twelve Sheets, 
but were I to inſert it here, the Reader 
would ſee little more than what I have 
related with the Plaineſs and Fidelity 
of an Hiltorian, paraphraſed upon with 
all the Flowers of Rhetorick and the 
Force of Argument, though the Mar- 
quis utterly miſcarried in his Sollicita- 
tions; this Memorial was ſent to Mon- 
fieur de Lamoignon de Blanc Menil, Chan- 
cellor of France, with a Copy of both the 
Petitions ſent to the King, entreating his 
Patronage as the ſupream Magiſtrate. One 
is at a Loſs what to think, when a Per- 
ſon of his irreproachable Character could 
ſend it to the Sieur Bertin the Father, and 
this too probably was the Fate of al his 
elaborate Apologies. 


| Although the Marquis ſhould have at 
tered his Confidence to the Counſellor, as 
a Perſon of approved Fidelity, and a Ca- 
pacity which had produced ſo many excel- 
. lent Pieces in his Behalf, yet he permitted 
the inſidious Dages to ſce him. This Man 
coming one Day found the Marquis deep 
in Thought, and not without ſome Ap- 


: - Pearances 


W574 
pearances of eki 3 pleaſed at this 
Alteration of his Temper, he went about 
diving into the Cauſe of it, and the un- 
ſuſpecting Marquis wearied out with the 
Neglect ſhewn to his ſeveral Letters and 
Repreſentations, unhappily imagined it 
would be a Kind of Lenitive to give vent 
to his Diſquietude; and accordingly rela- 
ted to him the ſeveral Methods he had 
uſed, and the Contempt with which they 
were treated, adding in the Heat of his 
_ Concern, that if Juſtice was denied 
him, he would take ſome other Courſe: 
This was enough for Dages, who viſited 
him only in Order to get out ſome of 
his Secrets, he animated him in this De- 
ſign, expreſſing the moſt violent Deteſta- 
tion againſt the Brutality of thoſe who 
could put ſuch a Contempt upon a Per- 
ſon of his Merit; the Marquis who con- 
cluded him ſincere, though defeCtive in his 
Capacity, added that being without any 
Anſwer, which he could not but attri- 
bute to the Favour his Perſecutors were 
in, he had bethought himſelf of ſending 
anonimous Letters to ſeveral of the No- 
bility at the Court of France, informing 
them of all the ſcandalous Talk which his 
Father and Family uſed to ſet on Foot 
concerning them ; how they ufed to * 
f the 


6114) 
the Incumbrances on their Eſtates, the 
Debaucheries of both Sexes and their per- 
ſonal Defects, the common Table-Talk 
wherever they went. N 


Dages judging this a rere Opportunity 
for encreaſing his Reward from the Fa- 
ther, continued to enquire the Particulars, 
which he was to acquaint every Noble- 
man with; and the Marquis had the In- 
advertency to let him into the Subſtance 
of the Letters deſigned for thoſe of the 
greateſt Diſtinction. There cannot be a 
better Project, replied Dages, this -/ ſhews 

your Knowledge of Mankind; it is the 
only Way to procure a Nomination of 
Judges; it will bring the whole Cours 

over to your Side; your Counſellor with 
all his Acuteneſs, and I allow him to 
have an uncommon Share of it, could 
never hit upon this; may I take the Li- 
berty to adviſe you againſt acquainting 
him of it, he will never forward a Deſign 
which is not of his own Growth. I do 
not offer to have any Hand in the Letters, 
— =. you pleaſe I will copy them, and the 
nis who at that Juncture it ſeems was 
_ eak by Halves, Gp nt him for his 
Offer, and Sram him he ſhould not loſe 
his Lan. Some Days after a = 
WE | ſtruc 
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ſtruck into Dages's Head, whether he was 
perfectly ſafe, in what he was going about, 

and conſulting with an Acquaintance, he 
was given to underſtand the Danger he 
ran in copying theſe Kind of Epiſtles ; 


for though every Particular might be true, [4 
andthe Sieur Bertin's Family had injured 1 
the ſeveral noble Perſons in the Manner 7 
mentioned in the Letters; yet Proofs were g 
wanting, and without them, not only the 1 
original Writer but any Body upon being 1 
diſcovered to have copied them, and who 5 
had any Hand in ſending them away, might 1 
come under a Proſecution as infamous Li- Fl 
bellers ; but this would have very ill ſuited $ 
Dages, as quaſhing his great Expectations A 
from the Sieur Bertin; beſides: the half 4 


Louis under the Seal, which was the-cur- 
rent Reward of his Intelligence, it would 
likewiſe have involved him in the ſame 
Difficulties as the Marquis. Frightened 
that he had gone ſo far, he determined 
to hold his Hand ; but how to return the 
Papers to the Marquis without raiſing 
ſuch Suſpicions as would cut off the Sup- 
plies which now and then came to him 
from this Quarter? Our Monk, however, 
being an old Practitioner in Deceit, was 
not long at a Loſs to extricate himſelf 
out of this Difficulty; he goes to the Mar- 

| quis 
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quis ſeemingly full of Joy and Hurry, tells 
him that ſomething of very conſiderable 


Advantage to him had offered, which hin- 
dered him from finiſhing. bis anonymous 


Letters, with the Expedition they required, 


and that he therefore thought it his Duty 


to return them to him, and as a Vehi- 
cle to Excuſe, he could recommend to 
him a very fair Writer, and a Man of 
Secrecy; and this was the Sieur des Vergnes. 
The Marquis after a Pauſe agreed to his 
Recommendation, telling him to forbear 


bringing the Perſon for three Days, n | 


ing to reviſe the Minutes. 


Thus Matters ſtood ah the Counſtl- 


lor came to ſee the Marquis, who after 


ſome Diſcourſe on the News of the Times 
broke out into this Kind of Exclamation ; 


what is all this to my Misfortunes! I am 
out of all Patience, I'll ſend away the laſt 
Memorial: Let me entreat you to forbear 
anſwered the Counſellor, the allowing you 
Judges is ftill in Agitation, it is to your 
Judges only this Memoir ought to 'be 
at lea, firſt preſented. I would adviſe 
you to wait a Month or two; but re- 
plied the Marquis, ſuppoſe I was to ſend 
anonymous Letters to the Court of France 


| againſt my Father and his Adherents, 7 + 


4 


I 


8 
I to lay open their ſeveral Offences againſt. 
Wo Laws, their virulent Speeches againſt 
the moſt eminent Perſons in the Kingdom, 
not even ſparing Majeſty itſelf, would not. 
this promote my Caule ? God forbid, re- 
plied the Advocate, your Enemies all to- 
gether could not hurt you ſo much as 
this one Thing; I wiſh you could poſſeſs. 
yourſelf in Patience : Believe me, Probity 
and Gentleneſs are a ſurer Way to Succeſs 
than Subterfuges and Acrimony, you will 
univerſally be ſuſpected as the Author; and 
thoſe very Perſons whom you inform, will 
only be the more incenſed againſt you. 
This could not but throw the Marquis 
into an extreme Perplexity, to find his 
favourite Deſign thus warmly oppoſed by a 
| . Perſon of whole Fidelity and good Senſe he 
” juſtly entertained the higheſt Opinion; the 
very next Day, the Counſellor on his. Wa 
to the Royal Exchange, was accoſted by the 
Sieur des Vergnes, who ſoon turned the Con- 
verſation on the Marquis. The Marquis, 
lays he, has ſet me about a fine Job, I am 
copying for him a Number of anonymous 
Letters, and theſe all againſt his Father, 
his Brothers, and Siſters; ſuch a ridicu- 
lous Miſh-maſh- was never ſeen, they are 
all of his own penning, it is impoſſible to 
expoſe. in what a ſcurvy Manner the King, 
FT | Queen, 
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Queen, the Children of the Crown, the 
Princes of the Blood, the Miniſters, and 
the Marchioneſs de Pompadour are there 
talked off; and the Cream of the Jeſt is, 
that in accuſing his Father and Family of 
ſuch impudent Diſcourſe his Drift is, to 


throw them out of all Favour at Court, . 


and conſequently that his Affair will be 
allowed a Trial. So, replied the Coun- 
ſellor, a well-concerted Scheme indeed, 
that cannot fail of turning the Tables 
| yet, added he, I truly declare, that if it 
be ſo, I ſhall never write a Line more 
for him; and pray, when are you to de- 
liver him this curious ColleQion of Let- 
ters? Next Tueſday replied the Sieur des 
Viergnes, 1 am to ſpend the whole Day with 
him, he will -ſee no other Company but 
me, that we may not be interrupted in 
making up the Packets, and writing the 
Directions: Very well, it is pity you ſhould 
be diſturbed in ſuch a with Ons, return- 
ed the Counſellor and went . | 


His Concern for the Maria wauld: not 
rmit him to be long without ſeeing him 
after what des Vergnes had blabbed out; ac- 
cordingly the very next Day he went to 
Marybone, where he entered into a very ſe- 
rious Conſideration with him on his Situa- 
| tion; 
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tion; and in the Preſence of Mrs. Bacon, 
whom he had deſired might be called in as 


a Witneſs of his Candour, and the Pre- 


caution he gave him, conjured him not to 


have ſo many Confidents, that this was 
only haſtening his own Ruin, and that if 
he would not follow his Advice, he muſt 


roundly tell him, that he would waſh his 


Hands from having any further Concern 
in his Affairs; that he could not bear 
to be a Colleague with Dages and des 


Vergnes. The Marquis {truck with the 


Thoughts that his moſt valuable Friend 
would leave him, promiſed never to em- 
ploy either of. them. It is to be hoped, 


that he had then 1 no other Thought than.to 
keep his Word. 


I forget to conenithbei, that the Marquis 
had required a Note of Hand from the 


Counſellor, acknowledging all the ſeveral - 


apologetical and petitory Pieces drawn u 

in the Proſecution of his Cauſe, to be 
his immediate Compoſition : He now again 
aſked the Counſellor, whether he would 
not give him ſuch a Certificate; the Coun- 
ſellor, after what he had heard from des 
Vergnes, unwilling to engage himſelf any 
kae anſwered with an Air of Negli- 


gence, 


- 


— — ae ——— — — . 
2 3 7 — 


— . OE. 
Eo rn — ant 


= = . — — 
> — Toe. nr == A 
— — — CS 5 > 
ne ERS — Ee => Thins 
= be — —— 2 A 
22 J : 3 


. 


— * 
3 
— — __ 


to 
— Ez 


- 
r — 
2 SET ES. HRC 

— 1 o- — 

— K . 


2 — — 
ED 2 ned — 
= SAI > 


1 


8 _ 
— . ꝑ —̃ — . 
* . 
* 
4 - 


7 
1 
9 


- had given him a Letter... 


{rite 


gence, that he would give ſufficient At- 


teſtations to the Pieces drawn wp. 


On the 7 ueſday following, des Vergnes did 
not fail to come with his Packet; and very 
buſy the Marquis and he were, the one in 


folding the Letters, and the other in wri- 
ting the Directions, when the Counſellor 
ſuddenly ſurprized them. This was very 


ealy, the Marquis having at firſt given 
Orders that the Councellor ſhould be ad- 
mitted at any Time; accordingly he bolted 
in upon them, and ſnatching up one of 
the Letters, found it exactly to correſpond 
with what des Vergnes had informed him 


Of. It was not without a viſible Emotion 


he deſired the Marquis to delay ſending 
away ſuch Libels, - before he had conſulted 
with Monfieur Martel, he inſiſted on a ſo- 


lemn Promile of it, and at the ſame Time 
intimated, that he could wiſh they twowere 
by themſelves ; accordingly the Sieur des 


ee was diſmiſſed, and then the Coun- 
ſellor fell to urging the Perniciouſneſs and 
the Indecency of anonymous Letters; after 
which he returned to London, in queſt of 
the Sieur Marteil, to whom the * 


The 


Car) 


\f an 


The Counſellor not * the Sieur 


Marteil at Home, left the Letter with the 


Maid, charging her not to fail giving it 
to her Maſter; and to keep: him at Homie 
in the Evening, left Word, that he ſhould. 
call for half a Dozen Bottles of a par- 


ticular Wine, which he wauld come and 


fetch himſelf, unleſs Monſ. Marteil ſhould 


bare Occaſion to comeingd Fine-Provt.« 5 


The Counſellor Was hardly. got nc 1 
Train of reading, when the Sieur Mar- 
teil arrives full of Concern at the Con- 


tents of the Marquis's Letter. Good God! 


ſaid he, it muſt have been his evil _ 
that put him upon ſuch za Thing; 


would be downright. running his Ted 
into the Fire. The Counſellor told him, 


they would infallibly have been: ſent, had 


he not luckily come in, and prevailed on 
the Marquis, firſt to take his Advice upon 


it. Monſieur Marteil. thanking him for 
preventing ſuch a deſtructive Meaſure, and 


for the Regard ſhewn to himſelf, - begged, 


he would. be ſo good as to go to Mary- 


bone that very Evening, and let the Mar- 
quis know how much he diſapproved of 
the anonymous Letters, and that the next 

Day he would be _ him, deſiring the 


Coun- 
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Counſellor on his Ret urn to give him his 
n at Supper. | 


The Sieur Mavteil, who was a hearty 
Friend to the Marquis, kept his Word ; 

the Counſellor alſo went thither, that their | 
Joint Expoſtulations might have the bet- 
ter Effect. They both repreſented to him, 
that a Diſcovery was unavoidable; the Let- 
ters coming from Eagland, who elſe could 
be thought on? That beſides ſuch Infor- 
mations would be imputed to Revenge, 
and conſequently a great Part of their 


ruth, if not the whole ſuſpected; thus 


they obtained an Aſſeveration from the 
Marquis of dropping any ſuch Deſign ; 
and happy, it he had not deviated from 
J0 rational an Engagement. 


1 could have been defirous of ſuppreſ- 
| many of the preceding, and like- 
2 of the ſubſequent Facts, but they 
are ſo eſſentially connected with a true 
Underſtanding of the Force put upon the 
Marquis, that they could not be omitted 
with any Propriety. 1 even thought that 
the inviolable Regard due to Truth, re- 


quired of me not to conceal any Thing 1 


which paſſed betwixt the Marquis and his 
London TY eſpecially thoſe who 


wrote 


(a, 
wrote for him; and that I might not inſert 
any Thing exceptionable, I made the ſureſt 
Enquiries into every Particular, and mi- 
nuted them down before I digeſted them 
into a Hiſtory, 


Plain Reaſon tells us, that the Repre- 
ſentations and good Advices of two ſuch 
intelligent faithful Perſons as the Coun- 
ſellor and the Sieur de Marteil, eſpecially 
after an Aſſeveration, ſhould have influen- 
ced the Marquis againſt ſending away his 
anonymous Letters; but the Monk Dages, 


having informed his Father, that the Mar- 


quis had drawn up ſuch Pieces, and they 
were copying in order to be ſent to Paris, 
apprehenſive of lofing all his Credit with 
the Father, if the Deſign did not take 
Place, determined to leave no Stone un- 
turned to counterwork thoſe ſalutary Coun- 
ſels, and by the artful Gloſſes which he put 
on Things, he was but too ſucceſsful in 
it: He over-threw the Wiſdom of the 
 before-mentioned Gentlemen, and induced 


the Marquis to do it; nay, he went 


farther, after betraying the Marquis in- 
to a Folly, he was for putting him upon 
a Crime of the baſeſt Dye; J remember, 
Sir, in a Converſation with which you was 


pleaſed to honour me, you ſaid, that your 
ah G 2 cruel 
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ive Father had forged: a Will to diſin- 
herit you; Diamond cut Diamond egad; 
get one drawn up, by which your F ather 
revoking all former Deeds and Inſtruments, 
leaves you ſole Heir and Legatee; but, 
you will ſay, there muſt be a Notary, leave 
it to me, and I will find one who will con- 
duct the Affair as it ought to be; if you 
will authoriſe me to write into France; and 
in a Fortnight we ſhall have an Anſwer. 
Too manifeſt it is, that this infernal Coun- 
ſellor made ſome Impreſſion on the Mar- 
quis, for he told him, that he allowed of 
his writing, and that when the Anſwer 
came, he ſhould then throw the Dye. Pur- 
ſuant to this, Dages, a diligent Agent 
wrote: away to France that very Night, 
being Thurſday; Dages's Correſpondent was 
equally alert, an Anſwer coming back b 
the Return of the Poſt. This in all Ap- 
pearance appeared to be a Notary, who 
promiſed to draw up the Will, and pro- 
cure the Sieur Bertin's Signature to be 
counterfeited from any that ſhould be ſent 
him. This is the only Particular, which 
I inſert, that J have any Doubt of, or ra- 
ther, I cannot bring myſelf to believe it, 
but on the contrary, always took it to 
be a forged Letter, and for theſe two Ends, 
firſt that * might rivet, himſelf deeper 
into 
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a 
into the old Man's Confidence as a dili- 
gent Spy; and the ſecond to gull the 
M.arquis of a Sum of Money; for this im- 
portant Operation was rated by the Monk, 
at not leſs than thirty Guineas. The 
Marquis after ſuch a flagrant Tergiverſation 
towards the Counſellor, could not bring 
himſelf to go through with Dages's Scheme, 
without intimating ſomething of it to the 
Counſellor ; it muſt be ſuppoſed, that a 
Man of his Frame of Mind could not 
hear of ſuch a Thing without Horror; it 
was lometime before he could compole 
himſelf, ſo as to repreſent the Weakneſs 
and Flagitiouſneſs of it, which he did in 
ſuch Terms, that the Marquis was ſtrange- 
ly affected, and proteſted that he would 
proceed no further. And in this, he was 
10 happy as to keep his Word: Soon after 
the Counſellor had left the Houſe, he met 
Dages walking in Marybone Fields with Mr. 
Pregnan, Tobacconiſt in St. Martin's-Lane, 
and his Wife; Dages left his Company, 
and had the Confidence to come up to the 
Counſellor, who gave him but an abrupt 
Welcome, reproaching him with the exe- 
cCrable Advice he inſtilled into the Mar- 
quis, declaring that he would oppoſe him 
co the utmoſt of his Power, and that if 
the Marquis proceeded, he would throw 
s 9 15 up 
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up all Concern about his Affairs; upon 
which Dages anſwered, * What is that 
© to you, as he makes his Bed, he muſt 
lie in it, you need not be afraid of 
being brought into any Scrape; what 
makes you ſo hot? © Becauſe I deteſt 
all knaviſh Doings of any Kind, replied 
the Counſellor, and turned from him. 


Two Days after the Counſellor met 


Dages again, who informed him with much 


Joy, that the Marquis had already ſent 
away ſeveral of the anonymous Letters, 

and that the others would not be long 
after; has he ſo, ſays the Counſellor, and 
walkedaway directly to the Marquis's ] odg- 


ings, where, ſeeming to know nothing of 


what'was an Agitation, he began to talk to 
him with his wonted Serenity, but after- 
wards told him, Sir, your Affairs are 
brought to that Paſs, that there is no 
longer any Need that your Papers ſhould 
remain with me, and as for your literary 
Effects, I'll bring them to you at what- 
ever Time you ſhall appoint, with an Ac- 
count of the Number of Pamphlets fold, 
and their Produce ; and you will be fo 
kind in the mean Time, to look out all 
the Notes and Receipts that have paſſed 
betwixt us, that we may ſettle * 
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do not think that I want ready Money 


from you, I am too much your Friend 
to put you to any Inconveniency; you 


may depend upon my ſtaying till you 


receive a Supply. This was about the 


18th of April, 1791; Some Days after 
the Counſellor went to the Marquis, taking 
with him one de Gouz to carry the Papers 
and Copies of Books; upon comparing 
them with the Account, a Writing relating to 
his Siſters was wanting, which the Coun- 
ſellor promiſed to find out or to make an 
Allowance for; and the Marquis after the 
faireſt Examination, found the Balance 
to be Twenty-four Pounds in Favour of 
the Counſellor, for which he gave him 
his Note, promiſed his Accounts ſhould be 
duly diſcharged the firſt Money he received, 
and that he would give him a full Re- 
leaſe for all Papers, Inſtruments, and 
Copies of Books received from him, upon 
his bringing the Writing relating to his 
Siſters, that being an eſſential Piece. 


The Counſellor had the good Fortune 
to find this Paper, on which ſo high a 
Value was put, and delivered it to the Mar- 
quis, that neither his Intereſt nor Charac- 
ter might ſuffer, and received from him 
a general Releaſe, by which all prior 
(44.1 G 4 Con- 
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Contracts betwirt hem were declared 


Void. 


| Though W thus ſettled, the 
Counſellor could not find in his Heart 
to be indifferent on the Marquis's Pro- 


ceedings; and as he ſaw him now and then, 


he gave him many ſalutary Intimations; 
but by the moſt wretched Infatuation they 
were all effaced, by the Suggeſtions of 


Dages, who fed him with vain Hopes, to 
draw ſome Money from him, and put him 


upon the worſt of Meaſures, in order to 
furniſh himſelf with Intelligence for the 


Father, as Demonſtrations of his Zeal and 


Vigilance in his Service, and conſequent- 


ly as Inducements to more liberal Remit- 
tances; and through his Duplicity it was 


that the Marquis ſent away a ſecond 
Parcel of his anonymous Letters, and 


the Counſellor co ming to hear that thoſe 


Libels were publickly talked. on, he was 
not à little pleaſed With having ſtood out 
againſt the Marquis's Demand of a Cer- 
tificate, approving whatever had been done 
within the laſt eighteen Months. The 
Marquis being at a Plunge on ſome Points 


concerning his grand Affair, wrote a Let- 
ter to * A 8 Uh Favour 
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dily attending him, and having patiently, - 
heard him out in what troubled . him, 


gave him his Advice, though not. with- 
out a Hint that he knew it was ſo many 
loſt Words; and now he thought it no 
Treſpaſs againſt Decency, to let the Mar- 
quis know, that a little Money would be 
of exceeding Service to him. Upon this 
the Marquis to prevent further Solicita- 
tion, let him into many Particulars of his 
preſent Circumſtances, and deſired of him 
if he could by any Means, to be eaſy till 
he ſhould receive his Penſion, which — 
be within leſs than a Month; to which the 
Counſellor mildly anſwered, that he had 
told him of his Wants only on a Suppoſi- 


© anſwer them. 


* 
% 
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The Marquis in the mean e 


on in his unaccountable Courſe, diſcharg- 


ing his Vollies of anonymous Letters; 
the Counſellor it may be concluded knew 
nothing of it, though he made it his 
Buſineſs to ſee the Marquis twice a Week 
out of pure Friendſhip. Dages havin 

compaſſed his End, ſo far as to get IF 
the anonymous Letters ſent away, be- 
came more ſparing of his Viſits, but car- 


tion, that it might have peep in hs 1s LOFT : 


ried on his Correſpondence with the Fa- 
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ther more to his Advantage than ever, 
having 
Petition, the firſt anonymous Letters writ 
by his Colleague du Vergnes, and of the 
ſecond copied by a Swiſs, who . 
to the Nature of his Countryhas more Honeſ- 
ty than Wit. As to the Memorials and In- 
ſtruments drawn up by the Counſellor, 


they were now out of Dages's Reach, ha- 


ving gone directly from the Counſellor's 
Hands to thoſe of the Marquis, and from 


thence to the Court of France, not but he 


vigorouſly beſtired himſelf to procure a 
Copy. Little did theſe Gentlemen ima- 


gine what was paſſing between Dages and 


the Father, yet would neither of them 


gratify him ſo far; the Counſellor took his 
repeated Deſires to be no more than an 
idle Curioſity; the Marquis ſometimes 


conſtrued them to be real for his Intereſt, 
yet went no farther than to permit him to 
caſt an Eye on them, | 


| Dages had not forgot to inform the Fa- 
ther thatthe Forgery of a Will was brought 
_ the Carpet, but not a Word that this 
; Meaſure was hatched in his Brain, that it 
was he who had put his Son upon the 
anonymous Pieces, and that he himſelf 
had wrote to a Notary in France, to —_— 
7215 8 je 


ſent him a Copy both of his lat 


} * 
* 
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. 
act the forged Will, nor that a certain 
Counſellor had honourably interpoſed to 
prevent the Marquis from ſending the a- 
nonymous Letters, and more eſpecially 
from being concerned in the baſe Crime 
of Forgery, as it would bring on him the 
Deteſtation of all whoſe Efteem was worth 
having, and if it ſucceeded, his Proſperity 
would be a Curſe to him. Such Particu- 
lars were carefully concealed, as it would 
have leſſened the Father's Credit to any 
Information that came from ſuch a tho- 
rough-paced Villain. On the contrary, 
all the Tendency of his Letters were to lay 
before the Father what was doing; and 
likewiſe ſeveral particular Sayings, which 
now and then eſcaped the Marquis, laying 
the whole Blame betwixt him and the 
Counſellor, though the latter had ſo warm- 
ly oppoſed every reprehenſible Meaſure, 
as flatly to tell the Marquis he would break 
with him, if he did not give him a folemn 
Proteſtation that he would forbid Dages 
his Houſe, as the moſt pernicious Coun- 
ſellor that ever impoſed on unſuſpecting 
Virtue. WM 


It is now too late to wiſh that the Marquis 
had been as ſteady a Follower of the 
Counſellor's Advice, as he was flexible in 
5 G 6 Pro- 
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promiſing, then had thoſe fatal anony- 
mous Letters never ſeen France, and con- 
ſequently many ſevere, Misfortunes been 
avoided. How weakly he reaſoned! theſe 
anonymous Pieces, ſaid he, being tutored by 
Dages, will be imputed to my London 
Counſellor, from whom I'll find Means 
to get a Certificate, that all which has 
been done and writ for 18 Months paſt is 
his Work, or was done by his Advice; 
and thus alſo both. .myſelf and my Law- 
yer at Paris will be cleared; beſides, there 
18 not a ſingle Fact in all thoſe Letters, as 
| heinous as they may appear, but what. is ab- 
ſolutely true; they are no more than ſo ma- 
ny Tranſcripts of. Talk, which I have ac- 
tually heard over and over from the Mouth 
of my good Father, and his own dear 
Children, my Brothers and Siſters, on the 
ſeveral Perſons ſpecified in them. This 
cannot fail of ruining my Adverſaries in 
the Minds of the Courtiers, and conſe- 
quently pave the Wayt to a fair Trial, which 
I have ſo long in vain-ſollicited, and I am 
ſure will be to my Honour and Advan- 
tage. Alas! he was quite wide of the 
Mark ; the Counſellor had talked to him 
at another Rate, and from his Retufal to 
give any ſuch Certificate, he might haye 
concluded that the true Author of the ano - 
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nymous Pieces would not long be any 


Myſtery ; but there are Seaſons when Men 


ſeem under an unaccountable Blindneſs. 


On the 1 3th of June, the Counſellor 
in his Return to Town, met Dages, whom 
he not ſeen for a Month before, and who 
whether out of Curioſity, or from De- 
ſign, came up to him, and without any 
Preamble, aſked hini how he ſtood with 
the Marquis. I ſtand by myſelf, anſwered 
the Counſellor; I have no farther. Connec- 
tion with him, for which he may thank 
you. . I have delivered him up all his Pa- 


pers relating to his Affairs in France, and 


to. Literature, all Writings betwixt us 


| have been "cancelled, and he has. given 


me on Balance a Note of 24. Sterling, 
beſides a Bill for Buſineſs done for him 


which though intirely reaſonable, it will 
amount to no ſmall Matter. What cha- 
grines me a little is, that I am at. preſent 


out of Money, and he can give me nothing 


but fair Promiſes. I am apt to think, an- 
ſwered Dages, with a Sneer, that you had 
beſt ſpur him for Payment, and let me 


tell you, that if you have it not within a 
Week, you may go and whiſtle, for it. 
_ How fo, ſays the, Counſellor, is the Mar- 


| Ys upon leaving London? What I ay, 


replied 
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replied Dages, I ſay; and if you woula 
have ploughed with me, I would have let 
you into ſome Things, which would have 
made you a little ſharper with him, but 
you was above minding me; I was a 
Blockhead, a Scoundrel, and what not ; 
you told the Marquis ſo; you even was 

leaſed to come to high Words with me. 
In ſhort, I found you was ſo riveted to 
him, that to have truſted you with any 
Secret, would have been betraying myſelf; 
and I muſt ewn, that was what made me 
leave you to go as deep with him as you 
now find yourſelf. Then taking his Leave 
of the Counſellor: However, ſays he, 
with an illiberal _— ſecure. yourlel be- 
fore the Birds are flown. * 


Such. is the W of all W 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that the Counſel- 
Jor himſelf was impoſed upon by this falſe 

Alarm; after many claſhing Reflections, 

he determined to go to Dages, and ſound him 

farther at his Lodgings. He was inform- 
ed, that Baron Suchard was gone to Mr. 
du Vergnes in St. Martin's-Lane, over- 
fler the Penny-Poſt Houſe. The Coun- 
lor haſtening thither, finds him at Din- 
; and in order to promote a communi- ' 

alive Spirit, he ſets down with * 

| | 5 OOn 


1 


„ = 7 
ſoon entered upon his Affair with the 


Marquis. Dages anſwered, ſo, now you 


can find your Way to me, and then en- 
larged upon what he had told the Coun- 
ſellor the Day before, which was partly 
confirmed by du Vergnes, who alſo ap- 
lauded Dages for preventing an honeſt 

an from being wronged. Upon which 
the Counſellor ſaid, he could wiſh to find 
a Bailiff wha ſpoke French. Dages an- 


ſwered, here's Mr. du Vergness Landlord 


is your Man, he'll do your Buſineſs effec- 
tually ; he'll procure you your Money, 


and uſe the Marquis civilly into the Bar- 


gain. 


Before the Counſellor took ſuch a Step 


as this, he conſulted a Friend or two, but 
who were Strangers to the Marquis:; their 
Opinion was, that in ſuch a Situation, it 
behoved every Man to conſider himſelf, and 
get ſome of his Money, and Security for 


the reſt. This determined the Counſellor; 


he goes to Mr. du Vergnes's Quarters, and 


there the Affair of the Arreſt was ſettled, 


except that the Writ ſhould not be taken 
out till two Days after. 


— 


In this | Interval, de Goux, who had been 
employed to carry the Papers to the Mar- 
ls | quis's 
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quis's, finding the Counſellor in a melan- 
choly Mood, took the Liberty to aſk the 
Occaſion. Why really, ſaid the Coun- 
ſellor, tis that I am adviſed to arreſt the 
Marquis to whom I ſent you; theſe are 
Meaſures, to which I am naturally very 
_ averſe, beſides having been with the Bailiff, I 

find that the Charges will fall heavy on. 


him. De Goux upon this aſking what his 


Name was; that is more, replied the Coun- 
ſellor, than I can exactly tell you, but he 
lives in St. Martin's-Lane, over-againlt the 
Penny-Poſt Office, Hah! ſays de Cour, 
does he ſo? he once had me in hes 
Clutches; there is not a more mercileſs 
Blood-ſucker belonging to all that curſed 
Fraternity. The Counſellor a little ſur- 
_ prized, ſaid, if ſo, he is not the Man that 
2 do my Buſineſs. 


About two o Clock in he Afternoon, 
one Tellier came to deſire the Counſellor to 
help him into ſome Buſineſs, telling him, 
that he and the Maſter, whale Uſher he 
was, had parted very abruptly, and that. 
he had been obliged to arreſt him before 
he could get his Money. The Counſellor 
aſking him who was his Officer, becauſe 
he had ſome Thoughts of going the ſame 

Way to Work? He is beneath your 

8 0 ER Know- a 


en, 


Knowledge, Sir, replied Teller; but if you 
want ſuch a Hand, I'll bring him to you, - 


and I don't know a Man that will anſwer 


your Purpoſe better. Do ſo, then, ſaid 


the Counſellor, and Tellier was ſo diligent 
as to bring him wen an maten 


＋ be Counſellor was not a little flies 
prized to ſee that Tellier's honeſt Man was 
no other than the Sieur de Vergnes's Land- 
lord, whom Dages had recommended to 


him, and whom de Goux had repreſented 


as ſuch a Bloodſucker. After a little Pauſe 


of Reflection on this Contraſt, recollect- 


ing that it was de Goux's Faculty to give no 
Body a good Word, he choſe rather to believe 
the former, chinking within himſelf that it 
was but an Arreſt, and that the Officer, 
was not to have the fingering the Money; 
can run no great Riſk; it he uſes the 
Marquis roughly, that cannot be imputed 
to me; ſo directed this Officer to- 
proceed, and the 17th of June, about four 
in the Morning, was the Day on which 
the unfortunate Marquis was arreſted, and 
the Officer carried him away to his Houſe. 
The next Day he put in Bail, in order 


that the Affair which had begun in the Mar- 


t  ſhalſea, might be removed to the 1 _ 
! for gaining of Time. 4 
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Dages in the mean Time carried on his 
ſecret Intelligence with the Marquis's Fa- 
ther, informing him of every Tranſaction 
which concerned his Son. The Marquis 
had laid this Inſult greatly at Heart; and 
in the Heat of his Reſentment, ſent a freſh 
parcel of his anonymous Letters, The 
Court of France being thus deluged with 
theſe defamatory Accounts, his Exceliency 
the Ambaſſador was writ to, who tent for 
Dages ; that ſame Week the Counſellor re- 
ceived a Letter from a Friend at that 
Court, ſignifying to him, that he. was 
charged with having a Hand in theſe a- 
nonymous Letters, with which the Mar- 
quis de Fratteaux was continually pFer- 
ing the Nobility, and that it behoved him 
to clear himſelf of ſuch an odious Accu- 
ſation. Upon this, the Counſellor full of 
Concern, wrote to the Duke de Mirepoix, 
deſiring the Favour of an Audience to 
clear himſelf from ſome Imputations which 
would bring the Reſentment of the Court 
of France upon him; his Excellency per- 
ceiving in the Letter all the Marks of a 
Man of Senſe and Spirit under a great 
Perturbation of Mind, had the Goodneſs 
to admit him immediately, and patiently 
heard out the Counſellor through = ”y 

| etal 
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Detail of his Proceedings with the Mar- 


quis de Fratteaux, and his Vindication of 


himſelf from having any Hand in thoſe a- 
nonymous Letters, from which he had fre- 
quently dehorted the Marquis, as a perni- 


cious and criminal Procedure. This I can 


confidently aver, having it from a Perſon 
of Veracity, who was copying Diſpatches 


in the very Room where the Counſellor - 


was admitted to his Excellency ; and it is 
certain, that this worthy Man has in- 
curred ſome Cenſure about this Apology, 
but moſt unreaſonably; his Honour and 
Intereſt ſuffered by being ſuppoſed an Ac- 
complice ; in theſe virulent Pieces ; beſides 


it was ſo very oppoſite to his conftant 


Maxims of cultivating Peace, and paying 
the moſt circumſpect Regard to the Cha- 
racters of Perſons of Eminence, that he 


could not poſſeſs himſeif in any Calm- 


neſs whilſt he was under the Suſpicion of 
being ſo depraved in Mind and Heart. 


Never was the Counſellor more ſurprized 
than juſt as he ſtept out of the Duke de Mire- 
poix's Houſe, to meet Dages coming in; it 


is not to be ſuppoſed that he came thither.. 


to clear up his Character, he having been 
the primum Mobile of all this Diſturbance; 
an it was who had put the Father upon 
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applying to the Secretary of State for Fo- 


reign Affairs, who upon his Sollicitation, 


had writ to his Excellency the Ambaſſador, 


but all his Buſineſs unqueſtionably was to 
confirm what he had writ to France. The 


Counſellor had imagined the Storm was 


quite blown over, but he ſoon received 


Advice, that the Prepoſſeſſions entertained 


againſt him as an Aſſiſtant to the Marquis, 
were not to be eaſily removed; and if he 
had any Vouchers, he would do well to 
' ſend them; this was a Point of ſuch Conſe- 
quence to him, that he tranſmitted to the 


Parties who gave him theſe Informations, 


whatever Minutes he had of the Marquis's 
Writings ; after which he received none 


of theſe diſquieting Letters; the whole 
Blame was laid upon the ph and did 


bim infinite OY 


In the mean Time Dages, who now had 
carried on a lucrative Correſpondence with 
his Father above a Year, was frequently 


with the Counſellor to ſound him, and if 


poſſible, to ſurprize him in his Words; 
but he knew Dages, and conſequently 
thought before he ſpoke ; at length Da- 


ges ſays to him, I could let you into 


ſomething, were I not apprehenſive that 


you won t hs it to yourſelf: However, 
| | as 
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as I have really always had ſome Eſteem 
for you, fo far I'll go, as to tell you, to 
make the quickeſt Diſpatch you can in 
your Affair with the Marquis, and to get 
your Money; what I ſay, I have good 
Grounds for. You give me no little Un- 
eaſineſs, ſaid the Counſellor, I muſt know 
theſe Grounds of your's, and you may de- 
pend upon it, as J am an honeit Man, not 
a Word of them ſhall tranſpire again. 


Well, ſaid Dages,. then I tell you, that it 
won't be long before the Marquis will be 
forced to take his Leave of England; ſo 
that if. you do not wind up your Bot- 
toms with the Marquis, your Money is 
loſt. How ! replied the Counſellor, will 
the Court of England give Orders for de- 
livering up to France, a Man who has 
committed no Offence againſt it. That's 
not the Caſe, replied he, not but that the 
Court of France, and the Marquis's Fa- 
ther have puſhed at this. The Duke de Mira- 
2 by Order, made a Complaint to the 
uke of Newcaſile, and this Nobleman, 
though he has the Character of being an 
exceeding mild and good-natured Man, 
was upon the Point of iſſuing out War- 
rants to take both you and the Marquis 
W >: 
As 
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As to me, ſays the Counſellor, 'tis all a 
Jeſt ; whatever I was concerned in for 


the Marquis, was no more than plain Law 
and Right; I cannot ſee how they can 
touch me. So far you are right, replied 
Dages, the Court of England will not in- 
ihe; but it is his Father who will get 
him carried off; and to ſhew you that I 
don't amuſe you, here's my Vouchers, 
his own Letters, beſides here's a Paſſport 
from the King for three Months, that I 
may freely go over into France and return, 
and this convenient Inſtrument is of the 
Father's procuring for the Facility of my 
carrying off the Marquis. Further, here's a 
Bait in this Letter, you ſee he promiſes 


me no inconſiderable Sum upon my Suc- 


ceſs. So now I have given you fair 
Warning, and take your Meaſures ; but 
mind your Promiſe, and not a Word of 
it to any one. You may be ealy on 


that Head, replied the Counſellor, no Bo- 


'dy ſhall be the wiſer for me ; but as one 
good Turn deſerves another, let me now 


give you a piece of Advice, which is to 


drop that Affair; it will be extremely dif- 
ficult to go through with it, and do you 
know that its a hanging Matter? 


When 
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When Dages was gone, the Counſellor 
ſaid to the Family, it was not without 
very good Reaſon that we ſuſpected the 
complacent Smiles which this Fellow 
never failed to put on in Converſation ; 
he is a baſy Man, indeed, beyond even 
what I thought : However, I won't come 
to an open Rupture with him, that is not 
altogether adviſeable; but for the Time to 
come, he ſhall never have a Word from 
me, which I would not have all the World 
know. Thus Time paſſed on; Dages fre- 
quently calling upon the Counſellor, but 
he always went away no wiſer than he 
came. 


About the 15th of September, 1751, 
though the Counſellor, from prudential 
Motives, was not abſolutely for breaking 
with this dangerous Fellow, yet upon a 
further Scene of Villany, he firmly reſol- 


ved within himſelf never more to exchange 


a Word with him. Dages one Day cominę 
to the Counſellor, after an artful Circuit © 
Words, aſked him whether he would tranſ- 
fer his Debt to him? And why fo, ſaid 
the Counſellor. Why, ſays he, by this 
Means I ſhall carry my Point; I'll have 
the Marquis arreſted, and inſtead of be- 


ing 


„ 00 
ing carried to Priſon, he ſhall take a Trip 
to Trance; but, replied the Counſellor in 
a Heat, what do you take me for? I would 
not do ſuch a Thing for the Kingdoms of 
England and France put together; if you 

have a Mind to be hanged, well and good, 
for my Part; my Inclinations don't lead 
that Way, ſo you may look out for ſome- 
body elſe who will be ſubſervient to 
your Machinations; I will not; and I 
aſſure you I am not a little diſpleaſed 
at your making ſuch an Overture. But, 
ſaid Dages, you'll not be ſeen in it, give 
me your Note, and I'Il pay you the Mo- 
ney down; a Bird in Hand is worth two - 
in the Buſh ; and as for what 1 ſhall do, 
what's that to. you? It is ſo much to 
me, replied the Counſellor, - that though I 
ſhould ſell you"my Note, the Sale will ne- 
ver paſs for a Thing done in the Courſe of 
Buſineſs 3 it will be thought a Fetch, a 
clandeſtine Device, and that for ſome pi- 
tiful Conſideration or other, I have put 
this Note into your Hands for the Execu- 
tion of this Scheme, for which you are 
to be ſo highly rewarded. Thus at once 
there's my Character gone, all my Friends 
in France of any Honour, will have no 

more to ſay to me, as a Party concerned in 

"this Violence offered to the Marquis; not 
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aà Word more of it to me, and though I am 


firmly perſuaded that you'll never bring it 
to bear, I deſire this may be the laſt Time 
you-darken the Door of this Houſe ; 1 
would have you to know that I cannot 
bear even to be ſuſpected, and I think it 
prudent to avoid the leaſt Appearances of 
Evil; therefore once again, I inſiſt on it, 


that this be the laſt Time we ſee each 


other ; it will be beſt for both of us. 


. Dares, after this Diſmiſſion, immedi- 
ately conceived the bittereſt Rancour a- 


gainſt the Counſellor, whoſe Name now 


began to make a great Noiſe. Dages was 
centinually exaggerating every Circum- 
ſtance againſt him, and inflaming - thoſe 
Cenfures which flew about againſt him for 
arreſting an unfortunate Gentleman, when 
he could not but know that he was not 
able to pay him, even if all his Demands 
had been juſt, which others doubted; 

Dages induſtriouſly propagated a Suſpicion 
againſt the Counſellor, that he was a 


Friend and Apologiſt of the Jeſuiſts a- 


== Father Norbert, a Capuchin of Lor- 
rain, now at Paddington, near London, under 
the Name of Pariſot; it was given out 
that he had compoſed a Piece in their Fa- 


your, now ready for the . and that 
H 


EVEN 


„ 
even a Letter had been intercepted from 
him to the Jeſuits at Liſßon; but the Miſ- 
fortune here was, that this ſuppoſed Letter 
had quite another Signature'than his Name, 
which baffled that particular Story, and 
diminiſhed the Credit of the reſt. What 
ſeemed a Kind of Prognoſtication was, that 
his firſt arreſting the Marquis, was now 
conſtrued into a Deſign of carrying him 
off, with the Addition that if they had 
; miſcarried, it was owing to their ſudden 


Diſagreement about the Meaſures, which at 


firſt had not been well concerted. 


Ne quid veri non audeat dicere, is certain- 


ly the Part of the Character of a good 


Hiſtorian, and could I conceive the Coun- 
ſellor to have been guilty, it ſhould not go 


untold; but what to me is a manifeſt 


Proof, ar the Counſellor was far from 
any ſuck Intentions, is, that a Man was 


allowed to ſit up all Night with the Mar- 


quis; now had any ſuch Thing as a Vio- 


lence been then in Agitation, this Guard 


of the Marquis's would have been ſent 
about his Buſineſs, as the Villains who car- 
ried off the Marquis, ſoon made the ſame 


Perſon walk off when he was for ſtaying 


with him; but the Falſity of this heinous 


24 Surmiſe, ſtares one in the Face, upon con. 
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fling that had the Counſellor entertain- 
ed any evil Deſigns againſt the Marquis, 
he might have ſent all his Papers and Let- 
ters to his Adverſaries, having had them in 
his Poſſeſſion above eight Months, and for 
this he would have had no ſlender Reward; 
but to be out of the Reach of Calumny, is 
not the Priviledge of the moſt circumſpect 
Virtue: What further corroborates the 
two preceding Arguments for the Coun- 
ſcllor's Innocence, and ſhows nothing of 
Violence to be then thought of, is, that 
the Counſellor expreſsly ordered the Mar- 
quis to be taken about Seven o'Clock in 
the Morning, in order that he might have 
the whole Day before him for procuring 
Money or Bail, that he might not ſo much 
as be put to the Inconvenience of paſſing 
the Night at a Bailiff's Houle, moſt of 
which are horrible Places; whereas, they 
who carried him off having quite another 
Deſign, took Care to chuſe another Time, 


namely, Nine o'Clock : at Night on the 7th 
of April. 


— 


It is known to all the World, that if che 
Marquis did ſpend the Night in a Place 


contrary to the Counſellor's Intentions, it 


was owing to his own Dilatorineſs in look- 
ing out for Bail, for the Counſellor wrote 
H 2 "7" 
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to the Bailiff that he would not have the 
Marquis ill uſed, that all he wanted was a 
little Money; and if the Marquis could 
not raiſe any, upon giving any tolerable 
Security, he ſhould diſcharge him; and he 
deſired him to ſhew this Letter to the 
Marquis whilft he went to Chelſea, from 
whence he ſhould return about Three; and 
this Letter was accordingly ſnewn, not on- 
ly to the Marquis, but to Mr. Robert, Miniſ- 
ter of Marybone. Now from the Premiſes 
let any one judge, whether the Counſellor 
could have had any Deſign that the Mar- 
quis ſhould be forceably carried off. 


In fine, what fully proves the Counſellor 
clear of any Deſign of tranſporting this un- 
Fortunate Nobleman was his abſolute De- 
nial, (and when in extreme Want of 
Money) to part with his Note to the in- 

fidious Dages, that is no leſs than his re- 
Fuſing to take ready Money for what was 
very precarious: Nor muſt I omit the 
Prudence and Generoſity of the Counſellor, 
who though he look'd upon this Monk's 
Project to be as impracticable as it was 
criminal, he found Means to convey Ad- 
vice to the Marquis that there was a De- 
ſign upon his Perſon, and, that if hedid 
not take great Care he would certainly be 


Car- 
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carried off; happy could he have given 
Credit to this friendly Caution, but his Syl- 
tem of Behaviour in many Reſpects, was 
fo different from that in France, that he 
ſcemed to contradict Horace's Opinion. 


Calum non Animam mutant qui trans mare 
| CUTT Ant, 


He conſtrued this Act of F riendſhip/i into 
an Artifice to draw Money from him, and 
confided in the Laws of the free Country 
where he was, and what the Duke de 
Mirepoix had told him. It is very ſtrange, 
indeed, that a Perſon who conceals his 
Name, who would not be known, and 
who ſends ſuch Warning without aſking 
any Rings ſhould be thought to deal in 
Artifice for getting Money ; but now 


he unhappily feels the Effect of ſuch 
Suſpicions. 


he n as I have already no- 
ticed, had abſolutely broke with Dages, 
forbidding him ever to come within the 
Door of the Houſe where he lodged, it 
was about the 15th of September, 1751, 
when this Breach happened, which ſet on 
Foot all the before-mentioned Calumnies 
and Invectives againſt the Counſellor. 


11 Amidſt 
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Amidſt all theſe Clamours, Chritmas = 


Holidays came on, when the Counſellor, 
_ Poſſibly moved by the groundleſs Noiſe 
made againſt him, thought fit to change 
his Lodgings into an Eugliſo Neighbour- 
hood. Of all his French Acquaintance, a 
Surgeon one Monſieur Alandrieu was the 
only one whom he thought fit to inform 
of the Place whither he removed, and 
ſeeing no more of him; it was thought 
he had withdrawn into France, ſo that 
he was not known to have any Com- 


merce direct or indirect with Dages, de 


Viergnes, or any other whom I have named, 
nor even with ſome Perſons of Diſtinction 
to whom the Counſellor's Talents had 

procured him Acceſs ever fine January 


1751. 5 


The Marquis alſo, by the Advice of 
chat unfathomable politic Dages, had alſo 
changed his Lodging unknown . to the - 
Counſellor, and now went to live at 
Mrs. Giles's, a worthy Widow Gentlewo- 


man at Marybone : He could of himſelf 


have no rational Motive for this Step; 
Dages, indeed, in this Advice, acted ſuit- 
ably to his Deſign, as it might facilitate 
the Succeſs or his Attempt upon the Mar- 

quis | 
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quis, for his former Landlady Mrs. Bacon, 
who though ſhe had all the Innocence 
of the Dove, wanted not the Wiſdom of 
the Serpent, brought him to ule ſuch Pre- 
cautions, that whilſt he ſtayed with her, 
he would never have been carried out of 
England, whereas Mrs. Giles's Portion of 
the firſt, ſeems not to have been duly 
rempered with the latter. 


Dages, who conſtantly kept his * 
upon his abominable Project of carrying 
off this unfortunate Nobleman, at laſt 
found Means to bring the Father into 
it, by a falſe Repreſentation of the 
many infallible Means by which he could 
accompliſh it, and by bis Sophiſtry re- 
moved all the Objections which he or his 
Counſellors raiſed againſt ſuch an Enter- 
prize. Dages was ever of an intriguing 
Diſpoſition, and no Villainy ever ſtuck. 
with him in the Proſecution of a Deſign ;: 
nor was this the only bold Stroke, which 
he was meditating to ſtrike in England ; 
he had three others of the ſame Nature 


n his Hands. > 4 


1ſt. The carrying off the Counſellor, 
which would have been well rewarded in 


France, as a ſuſpected Accomplice in, or 
| H 4 rather 
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rather the Author of the Marquis's ano- 
nymeus Letters, though nothing could 
be more falſe in Effect, nor more abſurd 
to ſuppole by any who were acquainted 
with the before-mentioned Particulars. 


The Subject of the next Exploit was Fa- 
ther Norbert, a Lorrainer Capuchin, known 
by the Name of Pariſot. To have landed this 
Booty ſafe in France, would have been a 
notable Capture, very conſiderable Sums 
having been promiſed him; it is no more 
than what he himſelf, elevated with the 
high Opinion conceived of his Addreſs, 
boaſted of, where he thought it would 
go no further; he has even in the Ful- 
neſs of his Heart ſaid, that he would not 
give his Chance for 200, ooo Livres. 


The Third Outrage was to be on the 
nne n of a 
reformed Congregation at ; this 
truly apoſtolic Perſon, he uſed to ſay was 
a Dog of a Deſerter, having run away 
from Gbent, where he was Chaplain to the 
King's own Regiment of Foot, carrying 
off his Landlady's Daughter, and ſome 
conſecrated Veſſels with which he had 
been intruſted, but that he hoped to carry 
him back to the Regiment. . 

| 5 Now 


Ogg)! 


Now here more particularly may be 
feen the Effrontery and Villainy o this 
Monk; his Caſe being exactly what he 
lays. to the Charge f gang 
for whom alſo he expects no ſmall Re- 
ward. If #$** *® © © # © ae a Alon: 
Dages is Father Souchard the Cordelier; if 


bu did quit the King's own Regi- 


ment and his Convent, did not thẽ Monk 
Dages ſteal away from the Convent at 
Nerac; ſuppoſing, (but not granting) that 

** brought away his Landlord's 
Daughter, did not he feduce away the 
Daughter of the Convent's Waſhing- Wo- 
man; allowing that he did actually bring 
off the ſacred Veſſels belonging to the Re- 
giment, did not Dages do the like, with not 
only the Veſſels of the Convent, but other 
Effects, and two fine Horſes borrowed of 
his Brother-in-Law, which with the reſt of 
| his Booty, he turned into Money, to ſupport 
himſelf till he had compaſſed his firſt Pro- 
ject, which was to palm himſelf upon the 

Proteſtant Committee in London, as a Hugonoi 
born, in order to obtain a Penſion, as Baron 
de Dages; and had it not by ſome un- 
known Means come to the Ears of three 
WS: a 
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very reſpectable Miniſters that he was a 
Cordelier, and a Scandal to any Religion, 
he had infallibly ſucceeded through the 
Intereſt of a worthy Lady, Mademoiſelle 
de Pechalbet, formerly Governeſs to the 
Prince Stadtbolder of the United Provinces, 
with whom, though nothing was more 
falſe, he pleaded Conſanguinity, and had 
brought her into a Belief of his Pretence, 
as he himſelf has often made a Jeſt of; 
ſaying that ſhe was too much tickled wit! 
the Vanity of being related to a Baron not 
readily to ſwallow his Stories, and do all 
ſhe could to put him into a decent Living 
for the Honour of their ſuppoſed Couſin- 
. tam 5 
ſincere Conſcience, has abjured the Ro- 
miſb Religion to embrace the Doctrines of 
the Church of England, has not Dages 
made a deceitful Renunciation, in order to 
be admitted a Member of the Calviniſt 
Sect at Leicefterfields Chapel; nay, he did 
it juſt as his Hypocriſy was blown, when 
it came to be diſcovered that he was not 
the Baron of Dages, nor a Proteſtant, but 
an eloped Cordelier; this was alſo con- 
firmed by a Letter directed to him, on 
Which the true Name of Souchard was per- 
ceived to have been eraſed; it is 
ſomething aſtoniſhing that the above-men- 

tioned 
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tioned Lady, Mademoiſelle de Pechalbet, 


whom Virtue and good Senſe had deſer- 


vedly raiſed to an honourable Em- 


ployment ſhould have given any Counte- 


nance to ſuch a profane Impoſtor. I 
now come to the final Diſaſter, which 


| befell the unfortunate Marquis at London, 
that crying Violation of the Laws of Na- 


ture and Nations; but to place it in its 


juſt Light, it muſt be traced up to its 
Source; the Conduct of the Scheme, and 
the Correſpondence betwixt the Sieur 


Bertin, Encourager, and Dages, the . 
petrator, muſt be laid open. 


No ſooner had Dages wormed himſelf 


into the Marquis? s Confidence, than he 
conceived the Reſolution of deſtroying 
him, in order to make Money of him ; 


It has already been noticed, that the Mar- 
quis unfortunately told him, that ſuch was 
his Father's Rancour againſt him, that he 


would not grudge 100,000 Livres to have 


him dead or alive, and this had inſtanta- 


neouſly ſet the Monk to work. But how 


to proceed; there is no writing to People 
to whom one is a Stranger, ſome Pretence 


muſt have been found out for breaking 


the Ice, and our Monk's fertile Brain Toons 


ſupplied him with one. What does he do? 
1 but 
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>... to the Sieur Bertin, that he could 


not but be ſurprized at the angry Prohi- 


bition he had ſent his Son not to aſſociate 
with him, adding, that he was the Son of 
the Sieur Souchard of Libourne, a Family 
which if not of the moſt wealthy, yet 
was of irreproachable Honour. To this 
the Marquis's Father ſent the following 
Anſwer : © How is it poſſible, Sir, that I 
© ſhould have writ to my wretch of a Son 
not to keep Company with you, when 
fo far from knowing that he was in Erg- 
land, I was in hopes he had been out of 
the World; beſides, Sir, you are a 
Stranger to me, I think I remember 


* 


"A A «© „„ „ 


of Libourne, but that O all. 51 


Our Monk upon this Anſwer, thought 
here was a fair Field open for a Correſpon- 
dence, and wrote a ſecond Letter to the 
Father, acquainting him, that his Son had 


thought fit, for ſome of his own private 


Ends he concerved, to affect an Intimacy 
with him, which in Deteſtation of his un- 
natural Diſobedience, he offered to em- 
ploy in the Father's Service; and to 
prove that he was actually i in his Intereſt, 
ſent him ſome Papers written by the Mar- 


gow” s own r concluding with an Inſi- 
muation 


ſomething of the Name of one Souchard 
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nuation of the Poſſibility of landing him 
in France. This Intimation put new 
Thoughts into the Sieur Bertin, and the 
Writings were ſufficient Proofs that he 
was both able and willing to ſerve him; 
accordingly he ſent him the following An- 
ſwer: Sir, I thank you a thouſand Times 
for all your Regard to me and my Fa- 
mily, we could wiſh for an Opportunity 
to expreſs our juſt and warm Senſe of it; 
at any Time let me know and be aſſured 
I ſhall readily embrace it. It would be 
an additional Obligation if you would 
bring ſome fit Perſon at London into my 
Intereſt, that you might vigorouſly act 
in Conjunction againſt this Wretch, who 
has given me and all his Relations fo 
much Vexation. Mind this, I pray, and 

let me know farther.* I am, Se. | 
Bertin. 


This Anſwer ſpirited up our Monk's 


Pride to the higheſt Pitch. He wrote by 


the Return of the Poſt to the Sieur Bertin, 
declaring that he was the fit Man to ſerve. 
him, that he would prove himſelf tho- 
roughly honeſt, and one who was not to be 
baulked in what he undertook; that his Son 


amidſt all his Confidence, put ſeveral In- 
ſults upon him which he could not digeſt, 


and 


- 


4 . 
knd that if the Sieur Bertin would "RE? 
him a proper Paſſport, (in which it would 
not be amiſs to give him the Title of E- 
ſquire) with what he thought reaſonable 
for travelling Charges, he would immedi- 
ately take Poſt for Paris, and there con- 
firm by Word of Mouth what he had writ- 
ten, and concert further Meaſures for chaſ- 
tiſing this unnatural Son of a worthy Parent. 


The Reader will naturally imagine that 
it was a high Satisfaction to the Sieur Ber- 
tin, and, his whole Family, to find a Man 
ready to run all Lengths in the Service of 
their Hatred againſt 'the Marquis; and 
accordingly impatient to bring his Plot to 
an Iſſue, the next Poſt carried Dages the 
following Letter: | | 


. 
HE incloſed is a | Paſſport in. the 
Form you deſired, and a Remit- 
tance of ten Guineas for your Charges 
hither, where you will be extremely wel- 
come; I and my Family are overjoyed 
at the kind Sentiments you entertain of 
us, and the Abhorrence of my unnatu- 
ral Son; we all join in Compliments to 
you, and I am, Sir, very heartily Your's. 
* 
Ihe 
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The Letter from Dages had unqueſtion- 
ably given great Joy to the Sieur Hertin, 
but much greater, I dare ſay, was that of 


5 Dages, at the rage of a Letter with ſuch 


a precious Slip of Paper incloſed; for a 


Wiretch at the loweſt Ebb, to fee himſelf 


Maſter of ten Guineas and decorated with 
the Title of Eſquire, in a Paſſport ſigned 
by the King himſelf and his chief Miniſter, 


muſt have poured a Flood of Tranſports - 


into his Heart ; the Money indeed, was a 
ſubſtantial Relief, but as for his pluming 
himſelf upon the Title ſpecified in the Paſſ- 
port, can the low-liv'd Friar be ignorant 
that in all juſticiary Inſtruments in France, 
and all Orders of his Majeſty, as Lettres de 
Cachet, Paſſports, c. there is alſo this 


Clauſe expreſt or underſtood, Salvo nominis 
S titul; errore. However, that ſame Pride, 


which upon his Arrival at London, had put 
him upon aſſuming the Name of John Bap- 
tiſta Alphonſo Baron of Dages, role to ſuch 
an Extravagancy, that there was not a 
Houſe in London where he was known, that 
he did not go to, and with a Solemnity 
which he had never affected before, ſhow- 
ed this Paſſport, which he ſaid was ſent him 
for his going over to France, to take Poſ- 


ſeſlion of a conſiderable Eſtate which was 


fallen 
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fallen to him by the Death of a Relation, 
who always had a particular Eſteem for 
him. But I digreſs too far from the Ne- 


gotiation betwixt this Villain and che 
Sieur Bertin. 


Our new Eſquire now centered all his 
Thoughts to the ſpeedy Execution of his 
Fromiſes to the Sieur Bertin, that he might 


the more eaſily be diſpenſed from going 


to Paris; in his Anſwer he took the Li- 


berty to touch upon the Modicum of the 
Sum ſent him; however gave M. Bertin 


to underſtand at the ſame Time, that the 
Meaſures he had to take, were few, plain, 
and eaſy, and that London afforded People 
who for a proper Reward, were capable of 
any Enterpriſe; and that his Son ſhould 
ſoon be in France, or out of the World. 

The Sieur Bertin happened now to have a 


Qualm of Conſcience, or more rr 


an Apprehenſion that an ill Uſe might be 


made of his Letters, and ſent Dages 


Word, that he was welcome to the Mone 
for his good Intentions, but that he did 


not chuſe to go on with the Project; and 


that as he himſelf would no more think 


of it, he deſired him likewiſc to deſiſt 
vriting about! it. 


Dage 


15 
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= | Dages thus miſcarrying in his firſt Bat- 
| * tery, ſet about ſome new Device; he was 
1 ſo galled with the Sieur Bertin's Anſwer, 
which at once over-ſet all his Hopes of 

making a conſiderable Sum of the Marquis, 

that he wrote back the following Letter: 


SIX, 
Cannot but be a little ſurprized you 
ſhould recede from our firſt Project; 
I hope it does not proceed from a miſtaken 
Tenderneſs, this only tends to encreaſe 
the Diſorders of the World; I don't ſay 
but that the Execution might make ſome 
Noiſe, but there are other Means not 
leſs ſure, and to be carried on with 
greater Secrecy to one of which the 
Marquis himſelf would be a kind of 
Acceſſary, that as his Fingers were al- 
ways in his Snuff-box, it might eaſily 
be contrived to leave one well provi- 
ded with a Compoſition which would, 
by inſenſible Degrees put a Period to all 
his Machinations. This was an eaſy, ſafe 
Way, and in which he would be the only 
Actor: But this Succedaneum, however 
plauſible, could not overcome the Sieur 
Berlin's Apprehenſion, that he might bring 
1 himſelf 1 into ſome Difficulties by the Con- 
tinuance 
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tinuance of a Correſpondence with this 


Undertaker ; and Dages received no farther 
Anſwer, EY II od 


What does our Monk da in this Plunge, 
but lays his Head together with an Ac- 
quaintance, one of his own Stamp, about 
turning this Tergiverſation of the old Gen- 
tleman's to a good Account with the Mar- 
quis, ſince he had miſcarried with his Father. 
The other did not fail to approve the Con- 
trivance, as there was Wickedneſs and 
Profit in it; and improved it with ſome 
Obſervations of his own. Upon this, the 
Marquis was privately given to underſtand, 
that, if he would depoſit a reaſonable Sum 
in the Hands of a third Perſon, ſome Pa- 
pers of Conſequence, of his Father's own 
Hand-Writing, ſhould be delivered to 
him, which, he could not but be ſenſible 
would far over-balance the Sum deſired ; 
but the Marquis abruptly, rejected the 
Propoſal, and upon the Repetition of it, 
accompanied his Refuſal with ſome harſh 
Expreſſions. Now Dages ſaw himſelf again 
obliged to make a.ſecond Trial of his Ar- 
tifices with the Father. The Marquis was 
always unfortunate in his Suſpicions ; for 
had he cloſed with this Offer, Dages would 

gladly have put him in Poſſeſſion of his 
S Fry Father's 
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Father's Letters. But I return to the 


Means which this Monk uſed, to ſet his 
favourite Project a- float, and give a new 
Edge to the Father's Keenneſs. 


Dages took upon him to vrite to the 
Sieur Bertin, in which he told him, it was 


ſometimes proper to be a Man's Friend 
againſt his Will; mentioned ſeveral Cir- 


cumſtances to the Diſadvantage of the 


Marquis, and incloſed two or three of his 


Papers. This ſucceeded : He received 
ſuch an Anſwer as encouraged him to re- 
new his Aſſurance of an unreſerved De- 
votedneſs to his Service, and of delivering 
the Marquis up to him in France. The 
Sieur Bertin, it ſeems, had got over all his 
Apprehenſions, for he readily liſtened to 
it, and 1 in purſuance wrote ſeveral Letters. 


Dages having thus brought the Sieur 
Berlin to his Lure, and concluding from 
ſome Expreſſions in his Letter, that he 
might venture to make a little free with 


his Purſe, deſired him to lend him two 


hundred Livres, adding that his Father 
would reimburſe it; and the Sieur Bertin, 
deſirqus to retain ſo uſeful an Agent, ſent 
him a ſecond ten Guineas, and in his Let-. 


ter was warmer than ever on bringing 


away 


„„ >: 
away the Marquis: But Dages was ſo 
charmed with fingering the Money, that all 
his Thoughts ran upon getting more; 
he ſet forth to the Sieur Bertin, that 
though the Enterprize was not difficult, 
yet it required fome preliminary Steps, 
and particularly, that he ſhould worm 


himſelf into an Intimacy with the Marquis 


greater than ever, which would naturally 
be attended with ſome Expence; that he 


had been troubled with a Scruple relating 
to the Baſeneſs of injuring under the 


Cloak of Friendſhip, - but was now perr 
fectly ſatisfied, that an unnatural Son had 
1 to the Laws of Probity or any 
—_—_ arg 


The Marquis's Father approved of Da- 

ges's Reaſonings: He wrote to him, that 
he ſeemed fit to be at the Head of a 
Scheme, and deſired him by all Means, 
to cultivate the moſt familiar Intimacy 


with his Son, to engage him to dine with 


him, and to lend him Money, affuring 
him, that it ſhould be reimburſed. Dages 
made the moſt of his Situation : Money 


no flowed into his Hands from both Par- 
ties; beſides what he got of the Marquis 


by his Penmanſhip, he pocketed the Mo- 
ney given him for paying the Poſtage of 
5 = js Letters 
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Letters and Pacquets, and if they contained 
any Thing which concerned the Father, 
(for he never ſent them away without open- 
ing) they were incloſed to him, which Ser- 

vice was ſure of a good: Reward; but if 
they turned only on indifferent Matters, he 
indeed put them in the Poſt, as was pru- 
dent, but without paying for them. On 
the other hand he ſent very large Accounts 
of Expences to the Father for Entertain- 


ments given to the Marquis, and the Fa- 


ther, who had no Means of coming at the 
exact Truth of theſe Accounts, honoured a 


Draught or two from him. 


However, Dages ftill protracting the 
Execution of his Promiſes, in order to 
continue the beneficial Trade he was now 
driving, the Sieur Bertin began to be out 
of Patience, and a ſecond Time gave over 
writing to him. This was about the 
Month of June, 1731: The Monk, not 
ſtanding in any immediate Need of Mo- 
ney, was not very uneaſy at this for ſome 
Time; but coming to feel the Loſs of his 
Supplies from France, returned to the 


Charge, and ſent ſome more Papers of the 


Marquis? s Writing, intimating, that had 
he thought fit to have anſwered his laſt, the 


"Buſineſs would have been over by this Time. 


This . 
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This awakened the Sieur Bertin from his 
timorous Lethargy; he immediately wrote 
back to Dages, that nothing could give 


him a greater Joy than the ſpeedy Iſſue of 


the Enterprize : That he would fain get over 


this Rub before his Death. Theſe are his 


very Words; and I deſire the Reader to 
believe, that in the whole Narrative of 
this Correſpondence, Invention has no 


Part: I have faithfully and verbally ſer 


down all that paſſed betwixt the Sieur 
Bertin and this Monk, in negociating the 
carrying off the Marquis. . Theſe Facts I 
not only have been let into by Dages 
himſelf, but by Perſons to whom he com- 
municated every Letter of the Sieur Ber- 
tin's, and conſulted with them about the 
Anſwer; and they UT took Extracts 
of them. 1 by 


Dages, from the Sieur Bertin I Impa⸗- 
tience to be Maſter of his Son, judged, 
that now was the Time to puſh for his 
Intereſt ; but here he over-ſhot himſelf, 
aſking ſuch a conſiderable Sum, that the 


Sieur Bertin was ſtunned, and a third 


Time gave over writing. However Da- 


ges would not let go his Hold, but kept 


on writing till he drew an Rafe from 
"the Sieur Bertin, and i in Return to it, he 
ace 


* 
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_ acquainted him, that he had procured a 
Bailiff, Blazdell, who, for two hundred 
Guineas, would undertake the Job, and 
bear all the Charges of landing him in 
France; and as for himſelf, who was to 
conduct the whole Affair, and croſs the 
Sea, to prevent any double Dealing, he 
could not give him leſs than a thouſand 


Guineas. We may ſuppoſe, that the Sieur 


Beriin, at reading this Letter, to have 
thought within himlſeK : Twelve hundred 
Guineas! No; they are not to be ſo eaſily 
parted with: For this was the Letter he 

ſent in Anſwer to Dages's modeſt Demand. 


HY ſure, Sir; though I wont 

ſay you exceed in what you re- 
quire; you muſt think me a very weak 
Perſon, to ſend you ſuch a Sum 1 a 
foreign Country, and eſpecially, as I 
know you no farther than by „ - 
You appear indeed a vegy well bred 
Man, and full of generous Sentiments; 
but I cannot bring myſelf to riſk my 
© 4 at ſuch a Rate: So muſt be ex- 
+ culed, and am, Sir, 


7 * E R 6 N A la) a a 


1 Bertin. 


 Dages 
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; Dages was ſtruck at this third Ceſſation 


of the Correſpondence : The many ſcan- 
dalous Artifices he had been guilty of, had 


ruined} him with ſome eminent Perſons, 


who at firſt had been fo far impoſed on as 


to give him ſome Countenance ; he ſaw, 
nothing now before him but his former ab- 


ject State of Beggary : This put him upon 


ſtriking the laſt Stroke with the Sieur Ber- 


tin. The Reſource he had determined 
upon, in. caſe of the Father's Silence, was: 
After ſome eaſy previous Conditions, to lay 
the whole Affair open to the Marquis, 
with his Father's Letters and other 
Vouchers, and to plead Indigence, which 
ſo often gets the better of Principle. This 
would . have been ſome Expiation of his 
Guilt : Bot 1n this laſt Overture having 
conſiderably lowered his Price, the Re- 
turn of the Poſt (for the Correſpondents 
whilſt they agreed loſt no Time) brought 
him the follswing Letter from Monſieur 
Bertin. 6 AT Ch „ 


.* 


Dear Dages, As | 
8 AD your former Letters been fet 
5 to the ſame Key as this, our Af- 


16 fair would have been no longer now in Suſ- 
_*© pence; a truſty Perſon will ſoon be with 


you, who has Money and all the other 
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-Neoallaries; he is likewiſe to aſſiſt in the 
Affair, and be your Companion over 
here; if it ſucceeds, beſides what you 
aſk, aſſure yourſelf of a Penſion of ' 600 
Livres. I am, my dear Dages, entity 
-FOUTS: . = 


6 Bertin. 


This Anſwer ſeemed to overpower 
Pages s Diſcretion; he ſuddenly ſtarted 
from the Dejection into which he had ſunk 


at the Approach of his original Poverty ; 


his Geſtures, his Looks, the Tone of his 
Voice, had ſomething ſo exulting, that in 
ſuch Circumſtances, never was the Part of 
the Bourgeois Gentilbomme better acted; he 
viſited from Houſe to Houſe N his 
Wife, of whom he never ſpoke but it was 


Madame la Baronne; and afterwards bridling 


himſelf, he would entertain the Company 


with his ſpeedy Departure for France, 
where he intended to diſpoſe of his Eſtate. 


Never was ſuch an Original ſeen, .as the 
Proſpect of the Sieur Be; rin 8 Nee made 


2 


N ſuch an e he chought n now 
was the Time to haſten this important 


Buſineſs, the Iflue of which held out to 
| him ſuch : an alluring Bait. He wrote away 
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to the Sieur Bertin not to delay ſending 


over the truſty Perſon with the Money, 
and the other Papers neceſſary for arreſting 
the Marquis, and tranſporting him over to 
France, under Pretence of carrying him to 


Ds. The Sieur Bertin upon conſulting 1 


erſon, doubtleſs of as much Humanity 


20 himſelf, Counſellor and Client being 


nerally of the ſame Sentiments, im- 
mediately ſent him this concluſive 0. 
1 92 $2 
H E truſty Perſon whom I intend- 
ed to ſend to London, was, in truth, 
no other than myſelf ; but I am adviſed, 
againſt it on Account of my Age and 
other Circumſtances which may happen: A 
However, here is what will do as well, 
the Papers and a Bill of Exchange for 
eighty Guineas, for the Expences of _ 
bringing away the Wretch; and upon 
landing him at Calais, you may depend 
upon the full Accompliſhment of every 
other Condition, and ſomething which 
you little expect; ſo farewell till our 
Happy. MUS; lap. Sir, 


* Bertin. 


This Teri decided Mert now al] 1. 


Eoncern was to haſten” the Execution of 


the 


. 

the Plot; not that this fellow had been in- 
_ variable in his Defigns, for I know that he 
conſulted with one whom he had made the 
Confident of all his Wickedneſs, whether 
he had not beſt go off with the Sieur Ber- 
tin's eighty Guineas ; but his Counſellor 
wondered that he ſhould think of quitting 
fuch a lucrative and gallant Enterprize, to 
ſneak away with ſuch a pitiful Sum. And 
now he turned all his Thoughts to bring it 
to an Iſſue without Delay; every Thing 
was in Readineſs, he had at the ſame Time 
received a freſh Paſſport, with Notes for. 
1500 Livres, French Money, owing by the 
Marquis to Mr.. de Laulanie, a Lawyer of 
Perigueux, and which the latter had fold to 
the Sieur Bertin. This was a ſufficient 
Pretence for arreſting the Marquis; but, 
let it be obſerved, that Dages would not be 
ſeen in it, and on the Day of the Exploit, 
took Care to pay ſhort Viſits from Houſe to 
Houſe, where he was known to have any 
Concern with the Marquis; among which 
he did not forget that of the Lady, with 
whom he had claimed Kindred; and the 


better to obviate all Suſpicion, he gave a 


Supper to the Sieur Preygnan, his Landlord 
and his Wife, and two or three Neigh- 
bours, behaving like a Man who had no- 
thing at all upon his Mind, whilſt his En- 
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( 172 ) 4 
gines were at Work with the Marqu is. 
The Manner in which he went to work 


about this nefarious Violation of all Laws, 
was thus. 


| Upon receiving the laſt e of the 
Sieur Bertin, he did not delay going to the 
Merchant on whom the Bill was drawn, 
which was accepted and paid. Thus pro- 
vided, he takes Laulanie's transferred Notes, 
and agrees with Blazdell for thirty Guineas, 
that he ſhould take out the Writ, arreſt 
the Marquis and. carry him over to Calais. 
Theſe Preliminaries being ſettled, the 
Bailiff went and hired a Boat, and af- 
terwards fook. out the Writ; having pro- 
ceeded fo far, he gave the Sieur de Ver. 
be Notice, as he was to attend the Per- 
ormance, that there was ſtill a Difficul- 
ty in the Way; the Marquis had been ſo 
frequently adviſed by all his Acquaintance. 
whoſe Words deſerved any Weight, to be 
upon his Guard, and to be very cautious 
whom he admitted to ſpeak with him, and 
accordingly he was always at Home by the 
Cloſe of Day, and very cautious of his. 
Company; but Bailiffs are infinite in their 
Reſcources. What Means he made Uſe ot 
IT know not, nor, though Appear ances are 


dif- : 


( 113 3 | 
disfavourable, do I take upon me to deter- 
mine, that Money was farring. | } 


Blazdell knew his Time; and I fuppoſs 
that his Way was prepared; he takcs 


Coach with his Follower, an Halian, 
tzorough-paced in his Profeſſion, and a- 


bout Nine of'Clock in tlie Evening on Friday 


the 7th of April, or the 27th of Maſ ch, 


Engliſh Stile, 1752, he arrives at the 
Marquis's Lodgings, where contrary to 
the uſual Caution, they found the Knocker 
hanging at the Door, which alſo. was 


opened with ſuch Expedition, that, as 


they boaſt, ſome Body. muſt have been 


waiting to let them in; and notonly were 


they let in, but without any Queſtions, 


contrary to the Marquis's repeated Deſire, 
oy were ſhewn up to his Chamber. 


The Marquis ae theſe two Perſons 


come in, concluded from the Malignity of 


* . PAY. ” 


their Looks, that they came upon no good 


Deſign, and cried out I am a dead Man, 
help; but Blaadell cut him ſhort, ſaying, 
no Noiſe, Sir, you are the King's Priſoner, 


and I mult have you along with me; but 
the Marquis ſtill kept crying out for Help, 
and in a Poſture to oppoſe any Violence. 
% The Sieur Robert and two or three more 


1 3 coming 
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Tas ro. 
coming in, aſked Blazdell what all this 
Buftle meant, who acquainting them with _ 
his Buſineſs, they told the Marquis it 
would beſt become him to ſubmit ; .the 
Sieur Robert particularly, adviſed him not 
to oppoſe the Officers of Juſtice, promi- 
fing him that by ſome Means or other he 
wouid find Bail for him ; and at length 
overcome by ſuch Perſuaſions, he walked 
to the Coach, and Blazdell carried him to 
his Houſe. It muſt be obſerved, that the 
Sieur de Vergnes had not the Face to go in 
with the Baillif, but waited near the Door; 
and when they ſet out followed on Foot 
to the Houſe, and walked up and down in 
the Street, till the concluſive Act of Vie- 
lence. ) 
The Marquis had not been long at Blaz- 
dell's before five Gentlemen came from 
Marybene; one of them, whoſe Mien and 
Preſs ſpoke him a Perſon of Nate, ſaid to 
the Bailiff with a very diſcontented Accent, 
mind Blazdell, if that be your Name, that 
you ſhall be anſwerable for that Man, Body 
for Body, pointing to the Marquis, and if 
any thing amiſs befals him, I will call you 
to an Account for it. In the mean Time 
I inſiſt chat a Man whom I have here, ſtay . ; 
with him all Night do attend upon king * 
f 1 5355 1 
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To-morrow, when we will canvaſs this Af- 
fair, and terminate it one Way or other; 
the Bailiff at that Time made no Objec- 
tion againſt admitting a Man to be with 
the Marquis. Upon this, theſe Gentle- 
men after a few encouraging Compliments, 
took their Leaye of the Marquis, and thus 
left him, relying on the Humanity of a 
Bailiff. If they apprehended any evil De- 
ſign, leaving a Man with the Marquis was 
but a _Cobweb-Obſtacle to it, as it actually 
proved; for about Midnight Blaadell with 
his Italian Attendant bolting into the Mar- 
quis's Room and-taking hold of his Safe- 
guard, ſaid to TEN Friend you'll be 
Pleaſed to take yourſelf away; no Company 
N 3 are allowed of here, who knows 
What you two tograher Par arte mt Same 
walk away. __ 


| The Marquis flew into mb inex refible 
| upon being thus deprived of a Man 
whom he be lob fv 
n 15 Bali artfully taking Ad- 
vantage of his Ferment, III have no ſuch 
Noiſe in my Houſe, Sir, it will be beſt to 
Carry you to. the County Jail, and erp 
Fou will be fafe without any Keeper, an 
{ . when the Gentlemen call To-morrow III 
1 1 them know how a diſpoſed of you 
I 4 el 
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the Marquis ſwallowed the Bait, imagin- 
ing he ſhould be ſecure from any further 
Attempt in a Prifon, and made no Objec- 
tion againſt going, which they immediate- 
ly ſet about; but in ſuch a Hurry, that the 
Sieur de Vergnes left ſeveral Neceffaries, 
among the reſt a walking Stick with a 


Blackmoor's Head, which remamed as &õ 


Monument of his Integrity. 


When the Coach came to cis Waterſide; 
the Marquis was not ſo ignorant of Lon- 
don, but he began to apprehend that ſome- 
thing extraordinary was deſigned againſt 
him; the People indeed got about the 


Coach, but as the Marquis knew very lit- 
tle Engliſh , and Blazdell told them that it 


was a French Fellow: who deſigned to give 


his Creditors the Slip, and that he was 
carrying him to the Marſhalſea, they be- 
n to drop away; this Impediment being 
ot over, they drove acroſs the Bridge. 
De Vergnes who had followed them thinkx- 
ing to take the Opportunity of their 


Stoppage, went into a Pyblick Houſe 


- which happened to be open, but when 
he came out he found the Coach gone; 


ard in the Hurry to overtake it drop- 
ped his Sword, which he carried under 


is Arm, and it was s ſome Time before he 


could 


( 177 ) 

could find it, whilſt the Coach was Rill 
driving on. When it came to the proper 
Place, the Bailiff and his Company alight- 
ed, and taking the Marquis through a 
narrow Paſſage which led to the River, 
the Bailiff brought the Marquis to the 
Waterſide, where a Boat was ready to re- 
ceive him; the Marquis drawing back 
with ſome Violence, the Halian Follower 
drew a Piſtol and ſwore he would blow his 
Brains out if he rode Reſty, and did not fit 
down in the Boat, which accordingly car- 
ried him aboard of the Veſſel a little below 
the Tower of London, When they were 
ſeated in the Cabin, the Bailiff's firſt Saluta- 
tion to the Marquis was, that every good 


Son was glad to ſee his Father, and he he 


was in a fair Way of having that Pleaſure. 


In the mean Time the Sieur de Vergnes was 


fcowring along to the Place where he had 


been told the Boat was to come; but as he 


made no doubt of being at their Heels he 
took little Notice of the Deſcription, and 
was got a great Way below it, when he 


came to the Waterſide ; there} however, 
ſeeing a Veſſel juſt getting under Sale, he 


offered a Man fomething extraordinary to 


take one of the Wherries and put him 


Aboard. He was then wrapt up im a 
Watch-Coat, with a very long Beard, and 


3 | the 
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| nero at tne lava of tbe 


Marquis, kept himſelf in a different Part 
af the Veſſel. 


They continued falling down to Gravg- 
ena, and the Marquis being now and then 
in extreme Tranſports of Paſſion and cry- 


ing out, the Bailiff told the Men belong- 
ing to the Veſſel that the Gentleman had 


been bit by a Mad Dog, and that they 
were going to try the Salt Water with him. 
The Seamen depoſed at the Secretary's 
Office that this was what the Bailiff had 


ſaid to them over and over, and that it 
Was not till they were very near Graveſend 
that he had ſpoke a Word of going over 


to Calais. I muſt own it was what I never 


cated be clear in, how the Captain and the 
Seamen could ſo readily agree to go"bver 
0 Calais without having been practiſed 
with before, for if to have dipt a Man in 
falt Water had been the whole Buſineſs, 


they could not but know that there was 


Aue Need of going to Calais, Grave 
ſend as I have been told by ſome very 


worthy Engliſh Gentlemen, being the 


Place where all under that terrible Dilorder 85 
. . are uſually carried, for trying the Efficacy 
01 n wr were Maſters of their 


Vel. 
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Veſſel, there was no Force upon them to 
£0 farther; this looks as if they had been 


let into the Deſign, if not bribed to ſhare 


in it. The Agreement of five Guineas is 


a Sum never given for a 20 bl ſix or 
eight Leagues; gr read 8 
| g9 on to Calais, and i ng in I 29 
there to get the Marquis 
the Veſſel at Calais Harbour, are en 
ſtances that look amiſs, thou own 
- withall, that what is PROM en 
not the Truth. 


Whilſt they \ were on the Was: 15 Bai: | 


| UF and his Follower endeavoured to divert 


the Marc hs and to bring him to eat, but 


neither t e. Marquis's Hejectiog, nor Wy 
natural irit would permit him to fa- 
miliarize himſelf fo far with Creatures of 


ſuch a baſe Profeſſion, and worſe Princi- 


2 it was on Sunday at Ten Clock at 
Night when they arrived at Calais, and the 
City Gates being ſhut, they went into a 
Publick Houſe without the Town, Falk: wy 


till after a great deal is hap 5 


2 S aſhore. Poe 
Ae 6 own. alide his Wach Coat and 
— © himſelf ſhayed made his Appearance, 


37 ppon N the Bailiff {aid 18 bin 


y Force. Rong of 
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are a Frenchman, a Word from you wilt 
go farther than from me; you had better 
go and inform the Guard. How! De 
Vergnes? Cried the Marquis, what did you 
come over in the ſame Veſſel, it would 
have been ſome Relief to ſuch a miſerable 
Wretch as I am to have had you to talk 
to; but pray whoſe Deſign is this? My 
Silver tougued Counſellor's I fuppoſe; not 
at all, I'Il aſſure you, replied de Vergnes, as 
Jam an honeſt Man he knows nothing of 
the Matter; then, replied the Marquis, it 
is that abandoned Wretch Dages; how- 
ever, I am reſigned, God's Will be done in 
all Things. The Bailiff again told the 
Sieur de Vergnes to go immediately and ac- 
quaint the Guard, for that he would not 
be anſwerable for the Marquis, if he ſtaic 
all Night without the Town; accordingly 
de Vergnes went, and being called to by 


the Centinel over the Gate, he anſwered, - - 


here is a State Priſoner from England, ac: 
quaint the Commandant that a Guard may 
be ſent to ſecure him. It was not long before 
the Commandant came himſelf, the Town- 
Major, the Town-Serjeant came with a 
Party of Soldiers, beſides an Exempt fent 
on this Occaſion from Paris. This Exempt 
was the Perſon who laid hold of the Mar- 
> 8 


| (Finn 
quis, and as they walked to Town, faid to 
him with a Kind of Sneer, come Marquis, 
my dear Friend, you cannot but be tired and 
indiſpoſed after this Voyage, give me hold 
of your Arm and lean upon me; little was 
he concerned for the Marquis's Fatigue, but 
might apprehend that by a ſudden Impulſe 
of Deſpair, he ſhould throw himſelf into 
the Witter, and he be brought under ſome 
Inconveniency for not ſecuring him bet- 
3 5 


Blazdell, des V. _— We the Hales: 
walked in the Proceſſion, and as the Mar- 
quis had been expected, he was carried to 

an Inn, where ſome Perſons ſent by the 
8 Bertin had taken up their Quarters. 
Among theſe was a Kind of Knight, at 
leaſt he had a Croſs dangling at his Button- 
Hole, and he it was who, taking the Bailiff 
and the Sieur des Vergnes aſide, gave the 
former ſeventy Guineas, and fifty to the 
latter, together with the Contract of an 
Annuity of ſix hundred Livres, ſigned by 
the Father in Favour of his wigs Agent 
1 "IG? b 


The Marquis, in the mean Time, know- 


ing ku 1 ee how roughly Pri- 
"th F 


„ (08) 5 
> Toners are handled, addreſſed himfelf to the 
Commandant in the following Manner: 
Sir, as you are a Gentleman and a Soldier, 
I promiſe myſelf that you will uſe me as 
one who am not only ſuch, but a Knight 
of the Order of St. Lewis; upon which the 


Commandant anſwered, Sir, you may be 


very eaſy on that Head, you ſhall be uſed 
with all the Civility conſiſtent with the 


Cuſtody of your Perſon, and inſtead of 


carrying you to the Citidel, I am not a- 
gainſt your remaining in the Inn; but your 
Hands muſt be ſecured, and beſides, t]6o 
-Centinels muſt ſtand at your Chamber- 
Door; accordingly the Marquis was led 
away to his Apartment. . 
Afterwards this motley Company ſat 
don to Supper, when the Sieur de Vergues 
and Blazgell began to give one another 
warm Language, however, the Exempt 
with a few Words, awed them into a more 
peaceable Behaviour, and the Converſa- 
tion then took a chearful Turn; the 


Bailiff entertained them with ſome of his 


Atchievements, and the Exempt with the 
Adventures he had been engaged in, add- 
ing, that he was in daily Expectatien of 


another Priſoner from England, who, as it 


has ſince been known, was no other than the 
| Marquis's 
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. Morquis's Conalellors: and e he hed 
no ſooner conveyed. the Marguis to the 
Place of his Deſtination than he returned 


to Calais, in order to receive the Counſel- 


lor, to whom he wrote by Means of one 
of his Friends who was at London, tranſmit- 
ting to him likewiſe a Letter of Revoca- 
tion for the Counſellor; but as he was then 
under Arreſt on Account of the Marquis's 
being carried off, and conſequently could not 
go with the Exempt's Friend, the latter ſet 
out from Landon with this revocatory Order, 


. alledging he had been charged not to de- 


liver it to any other than himſelf, and to 
him not beſore way.) were upon their ws 
| to France. 


The Counſellor among his other dk. 
tations during his Detention at London, had 
determined againſt going over to the Court 
of France, where he was ſaid to be ſent for, 

to manage a Controverſy againſt ſome pe- 
tulant Eccleſiaſticks, at which it ſeems he 


had a peculiar Talent, unleſs a Letter of 
Revocation and a Paſſport, both couched 


in the ſecureſt Terms were ſent him; as to 
the Recompence of his Labours he would 
leave that to the Honour of his Employers; 


but neither of thoſe Inſtruments being yet 


6 come to him, it looks dark, or rather I 
may 
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may tay, having it from a good Quarter, , 
that this was no more than a Bait which 
they imagined would flatter his Pride. I 
ſhall not expatiate on this Point, not bein 
ſufficiently informed of all the Particulars ; 
thus much is certain, that the Exemp 
returned to Calais juſt as the Counſellor was 
ſet at Liberty in England, and there ſtaid a 
long Time, in order to ſeize him as a Pri- 
ſoner of State, under Pretence that he had 
drawn up the Marquis's anonymous Li- 
bels, and all this, upon no other Proof, 
than Dages's Accuſation; though nothing 
could be more clear, than that all the Aim 
of this Fellow was, to get into Favour with 
{ome great Men, his former Tranſgreſſions 
to be huſhed up, and ſome Addition be 
made to the Reward of his Villainy ; no 
leſs certain is it that the Exempt wrote 
ſeveral inſidious Letters to him; he let 
him know that he was authoriſed by ſeve- 
Tal great Men whom he named, and parti- | 
cularly by a very diſtin uiſhed Lady at 
the Court of France, to aſſure him of their 
Countenance and Favour, particularizing 
one Perſon of great Eminence, in whole 
Houſe he was to have an Apartment: 
All this was of his own Invention; but Lies 
2 home in the Execution. of one's Office ſome 


Caſviſts 
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Caſuiſts have been ſo eaſy as not,to rank 
amongſt criminal Lies. I now proceed 


to the Marquis's anner from Calais to 
Paris. 


hy 


Early the next 1 the Exempt | 


took Poſſefion of the unfortunate Marquis, 
whom he tied by the Neck to a large Iron 


Ring faſtened in fem Poſt-Chaiſe, and being 
eſcorted from Place to Place by Com- 


panies of Marſhalſea Men who relieved 
each other, on the Tue/day Evening they 


arrived at Paris. The following is the 
Letter of Advice, which the Sieur Bertin 


amidſt all the Tumult of his Joy, found 
Leiſure to write to Dages. 


1 only Time, Sir, to let you 3 
that the Impoſtor, who has ſo long 


ither, and that my truſty Friends to 
whom he was delivered up at Calais, will 
To- morrow Morning ſet forward with 
him to the Place where he is to be lodg- 


upon the Papers which are at his Lodg- 
ings, particularly ſome Papers which are 
concealed under his Chamber Floor; 


3233̃ 
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= me as my Son, is juſt brought 


ed; ſee if you can't lay your Hands 


they ſhall be well paid for them, depend 
on it, And among F riends, they. deſerve 
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to be well paid for. By them I hope to 
prove as clear as Day-Light, that he is . 

no Son of mine, but changed at Nurſe. > 


J Eo ct * 


This Letter, as all the former, was direct- 
ed to Monſieur Dages de Souchard, at Mr. 
Preyguant's in St. Martin's- Lane. I now 
return to the Sieur de Vergnes and his two 
Accomplices; it cannot be imagined that 
Blazdell and his Follower had any Thoughts 
bf returning to England, after ſuch an out- 
ragious Offence againſt the Laws of all 
Nations; they both ſet forward to Paris, 
where they waited upon the Sieur Bertin 
the Father, who though never known te 
have done one Act of Liberality towards a. 
worthy Man, gave the Bailiff a hundred 
Louis' above what he had promiſed him, 
and ten to the Follower, The Sieur de 
| Pergues acted otherwiſe, as the Exploit on 
the Marquis had been performed on the 
Eve of ſome Holidays, he imagined that 
by immediately returning, he ſhould avoid 

any Suſpicion of having been an Actor in 
this Affair, and for better diſguiſing him- 

ſelf bought a Whig at Calais; and imagin- 

ed that the Seamen who had brought him 

over, having only ſeen him in a rough 
Carb and a long Beard, would never be 
ICE | ing 
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ing been miſled in the Schools where he 
taught Frexch, the Maſters would be Evi- 
dences; conſequently, whatever became of 
the others, he flattered himſelfwith abſolute 


Safety; but how ſhort-ſighted are the Rea- 
ſonings of Men! WE, 


Thus was the unfortunate Marquis, by a 


lawleſs Violence, carried away from London 


on Good Friday, according to the Engliſh 
Stile, under the Auſpices of the treache- 
rous Dages; this Worker of Iniquities ſen- 
lible that ſuch an Outrage would not paſs 
over in Silence, and that the Conſequences 
would fall heavy on any who had a Hand 


in it, if the Government once laid hold of 


them, left London two or three Days after; 


lo that whilit the Sieur de Vergnes was re- 


turning into Eugland for his Safety, Dages 
from the ſame Motive was making the beſt 
of his Way to erit. 


Dages was far from being miſtakeni n his 
Apprehenſions; an Act of this Nature 


made very ſtrong Impreſſions in England on 
the Minds of People; many whoſe Affairs 


ſtood ill Abroad, even ſome Jews of Note 


who. had eſcaped out of Portugal, were 


ſtruck with an inexpreſſible Conſternation; 


the Marquis's Acquaintance n 
e | made 
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made all Places ring with their Clamours; 
Men of Humanity were concerned that 
their Country afforded ſuch a Wretch as 
Blazdell; and fuch was the Indignation of 
the Britiſh Miniſtry at this Procedure, that 
they determined to trace it to the Bottom; 
Dages's Wife who had been left at London, 
hearing all theſe Clamours, and that the 
Government had taken the Matter in 


Fand, haſtened away to the Sieur de Verg- 


nes to know it he was come back, and 
upon finding him at his Lodgings adviſed 
him immediately to croſs the Sea again, 
for being known to have had ſome Con- 
nection with her Huſband and the Marquis 
he would infallibly be taken up; his Af- 
ſurance of Safety now vaniſhed, he took 
the Woman's Advice and in order to diſ- 
guiſe himſelf beyond Knowledge buys a 
Coat of fine Engliſb Cloth, a Velvet Waiſt- 
Coat and Breeches, a Sitver hilted Sword, 
Boots and Portmanteau; with this Equi- | 
page he embarks for Holland, where, at the 
Cuſtom-Houſe and Admiralty, he gave 
himſelf out to be a Phyfician to an Ambaſ- 
ſador, and herein he ſhewed ſome Aae 1 
the Imperial and Portugueze Miniſters hav- 
ing paſſed that Way the Day before; but 
to which of them he did the Honour of 
TRIES himſelf his Phyſician I know not. 
r 


t 189 
| Upon this ſham Phyligian' 


s reaching the 


Hague, he ſent Advice to the Monk Dages | 


of the Ferment in which he left all Sorts 
of People in London, and other Particulars; 


to which Dages ſent him che W Au 


ſwer. 


. Y dear Friend, . Monſieur Bertin 
c has. given me your Letter; we 
read it over together with a vaſt deal of 
Joy, and were particularly pleaſed with 
your cunning Diſguiſe. . By what J read 


in the publick Papers and ſome. private 
Letters, it will be my beſt Way to come 
to you, and accordingly I this Day wrote 


to Mrs. de Souchard to come with all Ex- 


pedition, and meet me at Calais, where I 


. 
_ © ſhall alſo wait to hear from you, which I 


pray may be by the firſt Poſt, and let me 
; LO if there is any Good to be expected 


© in Holland, under the Recommendation 
of thoſe at the Helm, who I am ſure won't 
be backward in any ſuch Thing; but, if 
that be no Place for us, what do you 
think of Switzerland or Hamburgh ? This 
be aſſured of, where ever we are. we ſhall 
not want Protections from Perſons of Fi- 
« gure. Beſides, my Penſion, which ſnall alſo 
4 
4 


| be yours, and what we ſhall find Means 
10 raiſe otherwiſe. I have received the 


twenty- 
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twenty: five 


there deſign to pitch their Tent. London 


can never be a Place for us, the Populace 
would tear us in Pieces, and it ſeems our 


Adventure ſticks ſo in the Miniftry's 
Stotnach, that ſeveral Frenchmen and 
Foreigners have been taken up on Suſpi- 
cion of having done what we alone dared 
to do. I have wrote you ſeveral Letters 
ſigned Alphonſo, which I deſire may be 
the Name in which you direct for me. 


Adieu, my dear Friend, from him who 


is * yours, | 
os * Dages de Souchard? 13 


| To chis Letter was annexed a Pot : 
in evra Words. | 


* P. 8. If nothing is to be Boped "OY in 


Holland, I have ſeen ſome Friends here 


related to the Lady my Patroneſs, who 


aſſure me that if you were to go to Jre- 
land, where every Thing is exceeding 


cheap, we may live in Clover and undif- 
covered. But theſe good Gentlemen 


know nothing of our being concerned in 


Pn POE over the Marquis.” Direct for 


me 


” 


Went by Mr. Bertin for 
travelling Charges, and ſhall eke them 
out to the utmoſt; the Bailiff and his 
 Tralian Comrade are in Noufillon, and 


Ce ee eee ai 7 5 


( 
eme at Mr. Deroo's, at the Gplden-Head, 


© at Caais.” 


1 might naturally be thought that this 
5 precipitate Flight of the Sieur de Vergnes 
and Dages the Monk, was a direct Evi- 
dence of their Guilt; but the great Men 
being determined to make the ſtricteſt En! 
quiry, and ſeize thoſe who were at Hand, 
the Counſellor and his Spouſe were taken 
up, whilſt Dages's Wife was unaccountably 
left at Liberty to make her Eſcape. Ten 
Days after their Impriſonment theſe two 
innocent Perſons proteſted themſelves to 
be clear of any ſuch Thing; and urged the 
| Perſons by whom they were ſeized, without 
Delay, to ſecure the Monk Dages and his 
Wite, which would lay open this Scene of 
Villainy, But they were told, that it was 
uſual for guilty Perſons to plead Innocence 
and accuſe others; the Counſelor drew up 
a very elegant and ſtrong Memorial toa Per- 


qa * 


ſon of great Rank, but by ſome Accident 
or other it never came into that Nobleman's 
Hands, and ail that was done in going to 
| Dages's Lodgings, was no more than to 
aſk his Wife when he would return; for 
her Leſion had been that he was in the 


Country, about ſettling a School. That 


the would have been. the firteſt Perſon to 
INE” , have 
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| | have laid Hands on, will appear fr from the © 
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Calais, the 21ſt of May, 1762. 


"8, and my dear Friend, 
Arrived at Calais only this Day, rnd : 
Affairs having detained me at Paris; 

here I had the Happineſs of finding my 

Wife, who came hither alone, my Patro- 

neſs having had the Goodneſs to conceal 

her five Days i in her Houſe; the Marquis's 

Counſellor has charged both of us upon 

Oath. Holland I find would be the worſt 

Aſylum we could pitch on, therefore my 


8 is to make for Switzerland into 


the Pais de Vaud; the beſt Place in the 


World for us is Lauſanne, ſome ſuch 


Letters as will be given us for aſking, 
will procure us a favourable: Reception, 
and there we ſhall be out of the Reach of 


the Engliſo; were we once known to be 


in Holland, the Engliſb Influence there 
would get us Fun up immediate]! 

I had taken it for granted, that we ſhould 
have had a laughing Bout together, and 
Monſieur Bertin flattered himſelf that 


we ſhould have travelled together to 
75 Paris. 


Direct to Monſieur Pregnant, an 


5 1 5 El ſo Gentleman, at Gy Burgungy, Ve. 
; C. Ceo. 8 


gy 


1 * 


1 © bee. Houſe. St, Honore-Stret. —_ 
2 yours, ” 


1 _ Digi de Souchar . 


© My dear Friend, 
Have received your Letter, and am the 
termined to be with you without Delay. 
That Scoundrel of an Talian has had the 
Audaciouſneſs to affirm to Mr. Bertin, 


Hands; it is a Pity we had not contrived 
to have carried the Buſineſs on by our- 
ſelves without theſe two Fellows. How 


Bertin, as well as ever; I ſee him every 
Day, and he will leave almoſt any Buſi- 


r 


nens, 


4 an. 


Nee er theſe" two ee can 5 
Doubt remain who were guilty of the Crimes 
which were to be ſo ſeverely puniſhed ; but 
for the further Conviction of any, who may 
be particularly concerned to know the. 
minuteſt Detail of * Prensa L008 I. hall en 
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Pore June r3th, 17525 : 


that you and I did not wag a Finger in 
the Matter, and that he is cheated on all 


ever, I ſtill keep my Hank on Monſieur 


neſs to ſee me. Your F riend on all Oc- | 


v . 
_—_— ks a * 


. 
% 
5 i 8 
* « 
0 = 2 
J "I * A * ; 
iy f 4 . * BY 4 3 8 5 M 
0 ry — e D * * = 
* mie. 2 X - m— 8 — — ; ** * 
» — WP > = — -- — =. ” 
IL RE xz — - — 2 * 
—-- p _—_— „ > , - 2 - . Roe Av ä LY bs 
4 ——— F = ; 2 we * 8 
. —— 7 
0. N & p 
* 
2 


2 22 ———ç̃ "> Os > 
N 4 * — 
a 4 ; 2 3 
, AM þ 2 3 
2 — ö aſi age TRE 4 


— PS. Za : —— = 
— wy En ALS nee ES 


IE. i Tr a 12 


— SS 
n 


—_— 


—̃ — 
_ OO, 


= — Be — — -_ 
— — * un ” — 
4 4 
PL . 1 


7 — 
0 5 


— — — — — 2 —— EEO EE CCC 
= - 


a . 


„ 2 all * z thoſe EN. and 2 
| © lows 


** Mina 1 er than any 
of the former, dated at Paris hg: 2 200, . 


June 3 


© My dear Friend, 
"Am ſtill obllracded in my Deſire of be- 
ing with you; however I am at the 


Eve of my Liberty, and in the mean Tims... 


6 

c 

c 

* I ſend my Wife to you as a Pledge of my 
« ſpeedy Arrival. By Mr. Bertin's Intereſt 
my Affairs go on ſwimmingly, and I ſhall 
* 
« 
5 
: 


= 


ſoon be my own Man. You need not 


aſhamed to go and meet my Wife, 


be 

ſhe is in noche Garb than at London. 
The Bailiff and the Italian have had a 
* ſtrange Quarrel together, it is with them, 


_ +. like Maſter like Man, they being two of 


© the arranteſt Scoundrels that ever God 


amongſt the Proteſtants, who diſclaim 


Public; the [alan is at Bourdeaux, and 
was very near perſuading Monſieur. Ber- 


in the Intendant, that the Scheme was 
Sof his contriving, and that he was the 
main Man in carrying it through; where- 
as, yon cannot but know that the Pro- 


Was mine, and that I employ Te e 


let live. The Bailiff is in the Yivarais © 


” 


any Connection with him, and I ſuppoſe 40 
* is Tricks will at laſt bring him to die in 


7 


Bo * lows are never to be © furified,. ' Monſieur 
Bertin has given them -above twice the 

Sum they could have expected. I have 
+ adviſed him entirely to ſhake them off, 


in France; what a Tenderneſs, what a milky 
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« the Raſcals were for putting him upon 


” < refuſing to pay me my Annuity. As for 
Tondon News, the Marquis's Caunlellor 


is cleared, you are forgot, and the whole 
< Cry is againſt me, fo Preygnan writes. 
My gracious Patroneſs is pleaſed to be 
extremely concerned at it. The London 
Miniſtry upon the firſt Notice of the 
Affair, ſecured all the Marquis's Papers. 
High and low it ſeems are in a ſtran 
Ferment about it. Ever and entire y 
9 1 
6 gene (butin your Addreſs) 


"If this Koen fally convinces us of Dager's 


| Rogueries, at the ſame Time, it carries in 


it what may excite our Wonder; for who- 
ever expected to find any Commiſeration 


in that Monk, yet here he is afraid that 


the Bailiff will bring himſelf to the Gallows 


Drſpoſition ! but has he feared to carry 
off the Marquis and deliver him up to the 
unjuſt Rage of his Enemies? Has he fear - 


| * 5 ane 5 Is bim, rite bavs 


him 


* 


r l 
kim murdered ? Has he feares to profile 3 
in Writing to the Sieur de Vergnes, to 
charge the Counſellor with that Act of 
Violence, for his own Intereſt, and, if poſ- 
fible, to have him hanged, though i inno- 
cent? Let the Wretch, if he has any 
Thought, fear for Wan: He has already 
Feng, Times deſerved that ignominious 
Death, and I am confident that it awaits 
him; whatever Aſylum he may chooſe, 
his continued Villainies will not be paſſed = 
over unpuniſhed, the God of Vengeance 
will detect this Deſcendant of Cain; where- 
ever he may retire it will be impoſſible for 
the Magiſtrates to miſtake him, the Mark 
of Reprobation is ſtamped. on his Fore- | 
head, as on that of the Fratricide; the 
Safety of Nations require it, it-is for ſuch 
Exploits as the Inſult done to the Marquis, 
that he wanders from Country to Country. 
But I have promiſed to clear up the Impri- 
ſonment of the Counſellor and his 2 : 
and this 1 is the proper Place. L 


The Hiretings who had carried off ths 
| whis Marquis, enjoyed Liberty and Afflu- 
ence, but it was otherwiſe with the worthy 
Counſellor. Several Perſons, otherwiſe of 
a fair Reputation, informed againſt him; it 
f 7 they had no 8 Motive 
to 


to it, having been the Marquis's Bail to 
him for no leſs than fifty- ſix Pounds Ster- 


TT ling, excluſive.of Coſts, and by accuſing 


him they thought to avoid the Payment of 
it. It was the firſt Sunday after Eaſter that 
they held their firſt Meeting, and that their 
Meaſures might be concerted with mote 


Prudence, a e a * as Wen 


| dent. 


— Thing being! i on, one 
whoſe Trade made him known among the 
Quality, delivered in the firſt Aces ies 
againſt the Counſellor as the Primum Mobile 
in carrying off the Marquis. The Clerk 
before whom this Declaration was made, in- 
formed the Secretary of State, who here- 
upon thought 1 it incumbent on him to iſſue 
a Warrant for taking up the Counſellor; but 
the Difficulty was to find him, he having 
ſhifted his Lodgings ſix Months before, 
and no Frenchman could tell a Word what 
was become of him. 


| line for above. a Month paſt been 
1 — a Sciatica, he had kept his 
Chamber; where the Sieur Hlandrien a 
Surgeon viſited him. One Day coming in 


with more Haſte than uſual, he told him 


that the * had deen forced away, 
Sj ” "0 under 
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under Pretence yp a Debt: It cannot 
be, anſwered the Counſellor; ſurely you 
are miſtaken, be ſo kind ee as to 
call upon my Attorney, and aſk him 
how my Affair with the Marquis goes 
aon, this will very naturally lead him to 
tell you if there is any Thing in what 
you by 3 beſides, he being an Engliſhman 
and reading the News, he — know. this 
better than you, who are a Stranger to the. 
Language : I ſhould really be very ſorry 
upon the Marquis's Account, as well as on 
my own; if it be ſo, it will throw me 
into a good deal of Difficulty with the 


SBaureties ;; and beſides, every Thing will be 


to begin again; once more I beg the Fa- 
vour of you to ſee my Attorney, n | 
dim what is to be done. r | 


Nr. Mandricy very hands ds] it is 
| rſt Buſineſs to go the Attorney, who con- 
irmed to * the unhappy News which 
he had brought to the Counſellor, with 
whom he was the next Morning, and told 
him what he heard from the Lawyer, 
Who, if liis Health permitted, was like- 
wiſe: very deſirous of ſ him. Upon 
which the Counſellor made ſhift to creep 


5 there the ſame Day. After me Diſcourſe 
on the — bar 6 che 3 


„ Tdb e's „ "200 - 
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the Attorney talked of the Meaſures to be 


taken with the Sureties ; at laſt, he ſays to 


the Counſellor, but I have another Story to 
tell you, you are accuſed as an Accomplice 

in this Violence, and there is a Warrant 
out againſt you from the Secretary of State's 
Office. How! ſaid the Counſellor, I wiſh 
I knew my Accuſers I would immediately 
have an Eclairciſſement with them; I will 
tell you then who it is, replied the Lawyer, 
it is even your old Friend and Countryman 
near Piccadilly, a Were to the Wiſe is 
enough. 


3 Surprize gement to bers given the cou 
ſellor freſh Strength, he leaves the At- 
torney and away to this unſuſpected 
Perſon, and deſiring to ſpeak apart with 


him, went into the Parlour, where the 


Counſellor began with expreſſing his Con- 
cern at the Marquis's Misfortune; and in 
the Courſe of the Converſation a 


ſeveral Particulars in his Juſtification, and 


at the ſame Time mentioned all he knew 
relating to Dages; but this ſelfiſh Man who 
little concerned himſelf about the Puniſh- 
ment of the real Offenders, wanted only 
the Counſellor out of the Way, on Account 
of the os Ms Bond he Mg or hisBrother- 
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in-Law, affecting urgent Buſineſs Abroad, 
deſired the Counſellor to come and drink 
2 Glaſs with him about Six in the Evening, 
when they would talk farther on this un- 
happy Affair. The Counſellor was no 
ſooner out of the Door, than the Accuſer 
ſent Notice to a Clerk of the Secretary's 
Office to inform him of the Viſitant he 
expected that Evening; both the Clerk 
and the Counſellor coming pretty nearly 
at the ſame Time, an indifferent Conver- 
ſation began. The Clerk knowing how 
agreeable the Seizure of a Perſon who was 
. Charged as a principal Agent in ſuch a 
daring; Breach of the Laws would be to his 
Lord, had ſent for a Meſſenger; but hear - 
ing nothing farther of him, the Accuſer 
pretending to {peak to him in private, they 
laid their Heads together and agreed, that 
the Counſellor ſhould be deſired to be the 
next Morning at Eleven o' Clock at the 

_ Office, in order to give in his Depoſitions; 
but contracting an Indiſpoſition by over 
Fatigue and the Coldneſs of the Evening, 
it —— the firſt open Air he had breathed 
for ſome Weeks, he judged it prudent to 
omit going. The Clerk impatient for the 
Puniſhment of a vile Offender, as he 
Imagined-the Counſellor to be, ſent to the 
3 Attorney concerning the 


Counſellor” s ; 


(201) 


Counſellor s Failure; who, though in RN 
weak State of Health, upon ſuch. Notice 
went. the next Morning to the -Secretary's 
Office, where to his great Apr 
the Warrant was executed on him. 


The Counſellor was carried away to the 
| Meſſenger” s Houſe, where ſoon after he, 
was confronted with the Sailors, who, in 
Juſtice . to Truth, affirmed that they had 
never ſeen the Gentleman's Face before. 
What could be a ſtrenger Proof of the 
Counſellor's Innocence than ſuch Poſitive 
Evidence? who could have no Intereſt in it, 
nor could be miſtaken, ſince they worked 
the Veſſel which carried over the Marquis, 
and had frequently deſcribed his Attendants 
ſo exactly, that they were known to be 
de Vergnes and Blazdell; but the Bondſmen 
wanted to elude the Payment of the Sum 
for which they had been Sureties, as owing 
from the Marquis to the Counſellor ; the 
chief Accuſer was frequently at the Office 
ſtimulating the Clerk againſt the Counſel- 
lor, romiſing continually freſh Proofs, 
thoug 2 5 could not but be conſcious that 
it Was an Impoſſibility! in Nature. How- 
ever, ſo irregular is ſometimes the Courſe 
of Things, that, though the Counſellor was 
| manifeſtly innocent, his Enemies found 
K 5 Means 


(2-31 


Means to rolong his Impriſh nment for fix 
| Weeks; three of which but Wife Was = | 
Fl Fellom-Prifonct . — NE paying 1 
. 5 m, they had jecte his 2 
ü 1 Fw — 75 ; this W indes The ſureſt 
F Way, and they partly ſucceeded; all, for 
whotn he had done Buſineſs now applyi 
ce aid I know that a Servant M 120 , 

ring his Detention, catried off, in Con- 
. with her Huſband, Effects of his 
wo above the Value of fifteen Louis. 


„ AN many fic Examinations the 

Eounſellor was fet at Liberty: He now 
expected that ſome of the O enders who 

were within Reach might be brought to. | > 
- condign ' Puniſhment ; Dages, de Fergus, 

Blazdell and the Halian, not being thought 

to be the only Criminals; for beſides what 

I have faid before, that fifteen Guineas are 

not given for 4 Bathing Bout, one can 
hardly help thinking that the People of the 5 
Veſfel were not entirely inorant of the | 
Job they were about. Certain it is, that 

without having g pre-engaged People to Car- | 

ry them over to France, the Actors never 

would have made che Attempt: Calais, 
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ceivers, without whom i there would be no 


Thieves. ks ty lady, by 


42 +33 IL —_ 8 4 4 


Vet theſs FO a as a few ſu or: 
ficial Queſtions, are left at Liberty ; 
by Means of an artful Clamour Perſons of the 
pureſt Innocence and moſt amiable Quali- 

ties, have been hunted down, imprifoned 
and diſgraced; an unprejudiced Mind muſt 


. > certainly think the moſt effectual, the beſt 


Way botk i in Prudence and Honour would 
have been to have laid Hands on thoſe who 
were known to have acted a Part in it, 
and have made an Example of them, as a 
Terror to other abandoned Spirits, and a 
Document to Poſterity of the Atrociouſ- 
neſs of abuſing the Authority of Kings, 
and violating the Laws of Nations: And 
this indeed the Britiſpb Miniftry were de- 
ſirous of, and took Meaſures accordingly: 
but unhap pily followed the wrong Scent; 
they were put upon by the feigned Vehe- 
mence of the unfellor” s Enemies, who 
had no other Motive than an 2 tous 
Selfiſhnels, NY TY . 1 . 
II is Jpg to at 3 are d ted 
| nh Europe, that there is no Country where 
Innocence is protected, and the Unfortunate 
pas with more F irmneſs and Genero- 
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©, ty, than in E ugland; therefore it ſeems a 


ind of F OY on the unfortunate Coun- 


.  fellor, that after his Innocence had, as it 
Were, with a radiant Force broke through 
Calumny. and Artifice, and he was ſet at 


Liberty as innocent of a Charge, which 
had brou 


Place celebrated for Juſtice and Liberality, 


and his Sufferings being the Effects of Or- | 
ders from Perſons of diſtinguiſhed Rank, 


that no Compenſation ſhould have been 
made to him; all that can be conjectured 
on ſuch a Singularity, is, that the Streams 


of Bounty were diverted from ſuch a wor- 
thy Object, by the Machinations of the 


Counſellor's Enemies; and particularly of 


Dages, long practiſed i in the Arts of AG: 
nant Cunning, 


This Monk, leſt he might forfeit the b a- 
vour of the beforenamed excellent Lady, 
3 the Friendſhip of the Sieur Preygnan, 

s. Landlord, ſet his Wits to work ta 
_=_ off all Suſpicion from himſelf, and 
had the Audaciouſneſs to write ſeveral 
Letters to the Secretary. of State, hinting 
at ſeveral others, and directly charging 


the Counſellor ; but, further Proofs being 


ſtill Wing he Cetermined to draw as - 


ght ſo many Diſadvantages upon 
him; 1 ſay, it ſeems a Fatality, that, in a 


» 
— — AAA — — —— 


| 
1 
| 


an Accomphce in it, at the Inſtigation 
the Counſellor; and a Letter which he h 


agy > - 
the Sieur de Vergnes, to accuſe-himſelf, as 


10 


juſt received from the former, gave him 
an Opportunity of writing to Wu. ER 


. 4 wa, 3 1 
. | — = v# k xt 


_ ah worthy Friend, 
Don't queſtion but my long a 


| : muſt have given you ſome Uneaſineſs; 


8 but, to imagine. that I have not told 
* Monſieur Bertin who you was, is doing 


me wrong: He knows you as well as 


he does myſelf; there's not a. Letter 
„Which you have wrote to me, but L have 


© ſhewn him; and it is in his Mind to do 


you ſome Good, but I know that at pre- 
* ſent he is out of Money. You ſeem, by 

your Letter, to ſurmiſe that I pay my 
Court only for myſelf. I tell you I am 

* your Friend, and that is ſufficient to make 

« your Intereſt upon the ſame Footing with 
me as my own; the Proſperity of a 
F EEE? never give me any Uneaſineſs; 
though, let me tell you, my Situation is 

in many Reſpects much more uneaſy 
« than you imagine. I hope it will ſoon 
< blow over. el Day Mr. Bertin writes 
© about — The Bailiff came here 
three Days ago. I am told the Ttalian 


2 an n himſelf! in Holland, intends 


alſo 
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© alſo ſhortly for * Place; the poor Bai. 


6 ff is quite fick of his unſertled Life, and 


c wiſhes he had ſtuck to his Bufineſs in the 


common Road, and never meddled with 


6 Tranſportations. Iam entirely your ſin- 


cere Friend, 
1 | : N hon * 
„„ ee 


This Lund ka ane deddadd the Slut. 


* 


5 + Vergnes when he ſent him away another, 


Part of which he communicated tothe Sfeur 
Bertin, and the other Part to the Chaplain 
of the Dutch Ambaſſadour at Paris, in or- 
der to manifeſt to both the Villainies of 


this Monk; for his Drift was to get ſome 


Money from his Excellency, under Pre- 


tence of many good Offices done to the 


Proteſtants in France. And to give this 


the better Face, he defired de Vergner to 


write to him accordingly; whereas it was a 
common Practice of him to get Informa- 


| tion of the Reformed. Miniſters and have 


them taken up, that being one Expedient 
for raiſing a "Nite Money and as for his 
denying it ſo compoſedly to ſome Prelates 
of the Church of England, who queſtion- 
ed him about it, it onty fhewed” how 
well qualified he was to perpetrate a Vil- 
lainy, and afterwards faſten the Blame of 
iron on a others; bat 1 now come to that com- 
mentitious 


5 7 
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mientitious Accuſation of the EE 
for which he was practiſing e de Vergs 
nes, to whom he Paw it in f. lowing 
Manner. 


My tear, and tried Friend, Foe 
O Ur do me a particular Kina! | 
neſs; only write to the Secretary 
« of State, that your, Name is De Vergnes, 
and that you was one of the chief Actors 
© in ca off the Marquis de Fratredux, 
being hired to it by the Counſellor, who 
© Enew you MoH Straits: This can 
vou no Manner of Harm às you are Out 
of England; whereas, | being thus clear- 
ed. mould kill keep ſnug in Ss Efteem 
© ai” Good-Wall of my Patrone, and 


4 Preygnan, who are greatly concerned a- 

bout me. I don't queſtion your Com- 

© pliance, yet without knowing it from 

1 you I would not write, as T intend, to the 

"= Secretary of State, and ſome of my 

Friends; ſo let me deſire you to be EX= 
itious | in your Anſwer. a 


*z3 © ®, 1 a 6-7 V 
2 2 * 1 0 


As to what concerns he Armbiltitout 
and his Chaplain, I ſuppreſs it, as not im- 
mediately connected with our Hiſtory; bu 
here che Flagitioufneſs of Dages appears in 
all its Colours, and was it ever W 4 
u 


1 


3 and forced to a ace Exile. . 


who ROS chat the Marquis de Fratteaux 
| Jie! TIL 85 was 


* * «> 

4 

a” 
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1 Muſt. not Cartouche, Nivet, and . Peliffiet, 


who glo: ied in their Enormities, own them- 


ſelves ſurpaſſed by a diſguiſed Eccleſiaſtick. 


Sacred Perſons are of no Account with him; 


to give the better Colour to his pretended 
Proteſtantiſm (for Proteus had not more 
Devices) I have fre quently yard him talk 


very ſcandalouſſiy 1 his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty, and foamingly inyeigh againſt 
him for perſecuting his Brethren forſooth; 


and were not the Marquis' s anonymous 


Libels againſt his Majeſty and the whole 
Court, in a great Rs the F. ruit of us 
r Brain? . 
© Yet. . is the Man DOTY the ; 4] | 
Bertin the F ather has choſen for his Con- 
fident and moſt neceſſary Agent, whom 
he has protected by Means of his Artifices 
with the Miniſtry, contrary. to all the 


Edicts and Declarations of the King thus 


he lives in Peace and Plenty at Paris with 
his Wife, if ſhe is ſo, whilſt Perſons of un. 
exceptionable 255 and the moſt re- 


ſpectful Loyalty, are defamed, harraſſed. 5 


* — 


" "The Sieur ae Yer nes by this mY ime was 
ſenſible that he had been duped. by Dages, 
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was to be carried into France with no other 
Deſign than to confront him with his Fa- 
ther, concerning the anonymous Letters, 
which the Court of France wanted to have 
cleared up, and that he ſhould be ſent back 
to England; thus, ſo far from coming into 
the Montes Propoſals, he bluntly returned 
for Anſwer, that he was heartily ſorry he 
had gone fo far, and would go no farther, 
and deſired to hear no more of the Matter. 
This Refuſal diſſolved a Connection which 
had better never been begun: This Par- 
ticular is verified by the following Letters 
which the Sieur FA e Vergnes wrote to the 
_ Counſellor, when by his Enquiries, he had 
got ſome Intelligence of him. | 


R. 
PON my Arrival in this City; it it 
© LJ} was my good Fortune to put up 
gat an Inn, where you had quartered 
© when paſſing this Way ; here I was in- 
formed that about three Weeks ago a 
« French Surgeon being on his Way home, 
© and affecting to be extremely taken with 
your univerſal Learning, made no IRE 
«* ſiderable Offer if you would bear h 
Company; but that, prudently een 
© the Snare, you had rœtired towards A 
* . *I. the Way of . Tee 
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© to pour out to you my Concern for what 
'© is paſſed, I made farther Enquiry after 
* you and am juſt now informed by an 
Antwerp Gentleman, that the Severity of 
* the Weather and other Circumſtances 
© detained you there. Not knowing any 

© Particular Direction, I ſend you this at a 
Venture to remain in the Poſt-Office, 
God grant it may come to Hand! If ſo, 
do me the Pleaſure of an immediate An- 
< ſwer, that I may lay open to you a very 


— -»,* intereſting Scene, and tranſmit to you 
»* ſome Papers which nearly concern you, 
but will fill you with Amazement. 1 
pi; 4 | 


n De Vergnes.. 
Mons, Fauuary 8 
71 : 155 1753 - 


"The Counſelfor ies at he Poſt-Houſe 
For other Letters, this very unexpected one 
was delivered to him, and accordingly he 
ſent an immediate Anſwer, which procured . 
him the following Letter, with the Wri- 


1 "Gs mentioned in e W „ 


3 


R. | 
21 T gives me hd utmoſt 38 i you 
« 


received my Letter, and that you put 


| e ma Way 'of _— ſending you all 


VDages $ 
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Dages's Letters, to convince you what 
Manner of Perſon he is, if you do not 
i | + ©-already know enough of him, that you 
may give him his Due when you chance 
to alight of him; for he had plotred your 
utter Ruin, and if I would have come in- 
© to his baſe Propoſal, your unjuſt Con- 
_ © finement would infallibly have terminated 
in an ignominious Death. I wiſh I had 
© his own Letter to fend you, where he is 
©-for cajoling me to write in the graveſt 
Manner to the Secretary of State, that it 
© was I myſelf who had brought about the 
carrying off the Marquis de Fratteaux, 
ſollicited and corrupted by you; but I am 
already but too much guilty, and have 
© abruptly rejected his Offer, intimating 
_ © likewiſe that I deſired no farther Corre- 
© ſpondence with him; ſince which he has 
© let me alone. Thus all his golden Pro- 
© miſes of Friendſhip end, in reſerving en- 
© tirely to himfelf the Penſion of 600 
Livres ſettled on him by Monſieur Ber- 
tin, as the Reward of his Iniquity: But 
© Fam apt to think that his Enjoyment, of 
e Will not be long, and that 1 have 
* opened the old Getitteman's Eyes, häv- 
ing given him an ample Detail of all 
" FF | © Dagesrs Machinations, and to obviate any 
Doubt of my Veracity I have ſent him 
nA 7 « the 
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© the original Letter, in which he fays, as 

his Phraſe is, that nothing would give 
him a greater Pleaſure than to bring you | { 
to the Gallows; and to forward it, I was 

to write a ſolemn Confeſſion to the above- 
mentioned Nobleman, His main Drift 

in being ſo ſollicitous to varniſn over 

his Guilt, is to preſerve himſelf in the 
2d Graces of a J. ady and Mr. Preygnan. 
1 If ever he comes in my Way he ſhall not 

eaſily get clear of me, and I have ſome 
Thoughts of taking a Trip to Switzer- 
© land in Queſt of him, as he having fre- 
E | © quently intimated that that Country 
$ © would particularly ſuit him; if you ſhould 
happen to meet him, ſay nothing about | 
F © this Correſpondence. As to being upon ( 

your Guard againſt his Blandiſhments 
and Proteſtations, there is no need of 

© warning a Perſon of your Prudence, 

© "eſpecially having ſuch Vouchers. in your 
Hands. For my Part, I am tired of 

© writing about ſuch a Wretch, therefore, 


© give me. Leave to break off with the 

< moſt ſincere Aſſurances of my Contrition 

hat ie paſſed, and of the Efteem and 

* Regard with which I am, Sir, Sc. 
— ß · SS LISTS 101 | e as | 

renne £5 md foe 21 
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After the Premiſes, can it any longer 
1 remain a Doubt who was the chief Actor 
| in this publick and private Injury, in which 
two innocent Perſons fell Victims, and the 
Laws bf a Nation renowned as a ſure Re- 
fuge to the Worthy, were violated in the 
moſt. profligate Manner. The Marquis, 
beſides his Loſs of Liberty, has nothing 
before him but a lingering Death in a 
| loathſome Priſon, and the Counſellor is 
drove on a tempeſtuous Ocean out of 
Sight of any ſafe Port. Theſe are the Rea- 
ſons which induced me to lay open the In- 
tercourſe betwixt the Marquis, the Coun- 
ſellor, De Vergnes and Dages; if I have 
{ll 2 deſcended to a minute Detail, in takin 
Notice of Circumſtances, apparently of lit- 
tle Moment, it is that ſome of them illuſ- 
trate the more important, and the O- 
miſſion of others would have entangled 
the Thread of the Hiſtory ; beſides all the 
the Facts relating to the Counſellor havin 
been delivered by himſelf to the Britiſb 
Miniſtry, both for his own Juſtification 
and the Conviction of the Guilty, ſuch a 
ſolemn Depoſition was not to be omitted. 
The whole is faithfully arranged from 
Memoirs which Nobody but myſelf could 
3 | have 


— 
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have lowed, and I have neglected no- 
thing to come up to the End 1 propoſed, 
which was to gratify the rational Curioſity 
of the Publick on ſuch a ſingular Event, 
in a compleat Narrative, of the Mis- 
Fortunes of the worthy Marquis de Frat- 
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Life, 2 vol, Price bs. : 
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eriod. From the French of the Rev. Fathers 
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0 mar kable Incidents in the Liſe of a young Noble - 
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the French King, and Member of the Royal Aca- 
demy at Paris. Tranſlated from the French . a 
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into. Counties, with the Names of the Gities and Coun- 
ty Towns; and tbe Length, Breadth and ſuperficial 
+ Content of the whole, and each County ſeparately. | 
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tance of each City. and. Town upon the Road, from the 
Metropolis, both in computed and meaſured Miles. 4 
IV. A Map of all the Croſs Roads, from one great 
'Town to another, with the Diſtances from Town to 
Town, both by Computation and Meaſure, With the 
particular Map ef each County, is an Account of all 
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vers therein; the Number of Members it ſends to Par- 
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* Oxford and Cambridge, are the Names of all the Col- 
leges, and Halls, in both Univerfities, with n 
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